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The  isolation  of  the  learned,  as  a  distinctive  body 
from  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  is  the  most  formidable 
obstacle  in   the  way  of  national  civilization. — Frederick 
Von  Schlegel. 

The  only  way  in  which  our  civilization  can  be  main- 
tained even  at  the  level  it  has  reached;  the  only  way  in 
which  that  level  can  be  made  more  general  and  be  raised 
higher,  is  by  bringing  the  influence  of  the  more  cultivated 
to  bear  with  more  energy  and  directness  on  the  less 
cultivated,  and  by  opening  more  inlets  to  those  indirect 
influences  which  make  for  refinement  of  mind  and  body. 
Democracy  must  show  its  capacity  for  producing  not  a 
higher  average  man,  but  the  highest  possible  types  of 
manhood,  or  it  is  a  failure. — James  Russell  Lozvell. 

The  essence  of  intellectual  living  does  not  reside  in 
extent  of  science  or  in  perfection  of  expression,  but  in  a 
constant  preference  for  higher  thoughts  over  lower 
thoughts,  and  this  preference  may  be  the  habit  of  a  mind 
which  has  not  any  very  considerable  amount  of  informa- 
tion. Whoever  reads  English  is  richer  in  the  aids  to 
culture  then  Plato  was,  yet  Plato  thought  intellectually. 
It  is  not  erudition  that  makes  the  intellectual  man,  but  a 
sort  of  virtue  which  delights  in  beautiful  and  vigorous 
thinking — just  as  moral  virtue  delights  in  vigorous  and 
beautiful  conduct.  Intellectual  living  is  not  so  much  an 
accomplishment,  as  a  state  or  condition  of  the  mind,  in 
which  it  seeks  earnestly  for  the  highest  and  purest  truth. 
— Philip  Gilbert  Hammerton. 


CONTENTS 


The  Record  of  a  Reading  Club 

Organization 

The  Mermaid  Inn 

The  Club  Receptions    . 

Talks  by  the  Members 

Debates 

The  Mermaid  Juniors 

Conclusion 

APPENDIX 

List  of  Works  Read     .... 

Debates         ...... 

Receptions  ..... 

Rules  and  Regulations 

List  of  Officers  and  Standing  Committees 

List  of  Members  .... 

Average  Attendance     .... 


5 

i/ 
18 

20 
22 

23 


29 

37 
4i 
45 
49 
53 
54 


be  F^eopd  of  a  PeadiG^  6I11L 


There  is  a  growing  belief  that  the  right  use  of  books 
is  an  Art.  There  is  likewise  a  growing  sense  that  the 
educated  man  (at  least  in  the  more  restricted  definition 
of  the  term)  is  not  necessarily  the  college-bred  man,  but 
he  who  habitually  uses  books  rightly.  "The  choice  of 
books,"  says  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison,  "is  really  the 
choice  of  our  education — of  a  moral  and  intellectual 
ideal — of  the  whole  duty  of  man."  Without  going  quite 
as  far  as  Mr.  Harrison,  it  is  evident  to  all  of  us,  from  our 
own  experience  and  from  the  experience  of  others,  that 
our  minds  are  colored  by  the  books  we  read,  as  certain 
insects  are  by  the  plants  they  feed  on  ;  that  our  views  of 
life  and  our  daily  living,  our  attitude  towards  man  and 
the  visible  world,  our  inmost  selves,  our  characters  and 
habit  of  mind,  are  all  powerfully  modified  and  influenced 
by  those  thoughts  and  feelings  of  other  men,  which 
come  to  us  through  print  to  be  absorbed  into  the  very 
stuff  of  our  being.  At  no  time  has  the  influence  of 
books,  for  good  or  for  evil,  entered  so  largely  into  the 


life  of  the  race,  as  it  does  now.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  men 
learn  less  and  less  exclusively  from  experience — from 
simple  contact  with  fact — and  more  and  more  from 
books,  the  record  of  the  accumulated  experience  of  the 
race.  In  the  light  of  such  facts  it  is  unnecessary  to 
urge  for  the  hundredth  time  the  paramount  importance 
of  reading  the  right  books,  and  of  reading  them  rightly. 
On  this  point  all  who  take  any  interest  in  the  matter  at 
all,  are  fully  agreed.  It  is  literally  true  that  anyone  able 
to  read  the  English  language  and  possessed  even  of  a 
small  amount  of  leisure,  has  the  best  thought  of  the 
world  within  his  reach.  He  holds  the  key,  indeed,  to  the 
greatest  of  modern  literatures, — to  a  literature  pronounced 
by  President  Eliot,  of  Harvard,  "the  amplest,  most 
various,  and  most  spendid  literature  which  the  world 
has  yet  seen," — but  will  he  enter  in  and  possess  it  ?  To 
the  mere  power  to  read  must  be  somehow  added  the 
love  of  reading;  the  knowledge  of  what  to  read  and  how 
to  read  it — if  that  power  is  to  be  turned  to  account.  The 
practical  question  is,  How  can  this  love  for  the  best 
reading,  with  all  that  it  involves,  be  most  effectively 
started  and  developed?  There  are  the  books,  here  is 
the  man.  By  what  means  can  the  books  and  the  man 
best  be  brought  together? 

Let  us  recognize,  with  the  fullest  thankfulness,  that 
there  are  many  different  agencies  at  work  together  to 
forward  this  result.  One  of  the  most  notable  facts  in 
the    intellectual    history    of    English    speaking  people  is 


the  great  advance  made  in  means  for  the  diffusion  of 
knowledge.  Without  going  back  more  than  a  very  few 
years,  we  can  see  this  tendency  to  democratize  learning 
manifesting  itself  in  many  different  ways.  Intimately 
allied  as  such  a  movement  is  to  the  best  spirit  and  highest 
interests  ot  democracy,  it  is  of  the  deepest  human  and 
political  as  well  as  intellectual  import.  In  England,  for 
example,  we  have  the  "  Societies  for  the  extension  of 
University  teaching,"  which  Mr.  John  Morley  speaks  of 
in  a  recent  address  as  "one  of  the  most  important  move- 
ments now  taking  place  in  English  Society."  In  our 
own  country,  we  have  the  Chatauqua  Reading  Circle  and 
the  other  associations  to  promote  systematic  home  study. 
Aeain,  we  discover  the  same  tendency  at  work  in  the 
publication  of  the  English  Classics  in  a  cheap  and  read- 
able form.  Such  a  series  as  Cassells'  National  Library, 
now  being  published  under  the  editorship  of  Prof.  Henry 
Morley,  is  a  popular  educator  of  a  most  effective  kind. 
Great  books,  which  have  been  locked  up  in  rare  and 
expensive  editions,  are  now  to  be  found  on  the  news- 
stands and  book  stalls  in  the  ten-cent  duodecimo. 
The  most  exclusive  members  of  the  aristocracy  of  books 
have  put  on  the  humble  dress  of  the  ordinary  citizen  and 
appear  in  the  market-place.  And  this  series  of  Prof. 
Morley's  is  but  one  among  many  similar  or  identical  in 
design.  The  Camelot  Classics,  the  English  Men  of 
Letters  Series,  Harper's  Half-hour  Series,  Rolfe's  Edition 
of  Shakspeare  and  other   English   poets;    all  these  and 
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many  more,  differing  as  they  do  in  character  or  in 
price,  have  the  essential  element  in  common.  They  are 
especially  addressed  to  that  ever  widening  class  of 
"general  readers;"  together  they  constitute  an  influence, 
the  full  meaning  and  effect  of  which  we  can  not  yet 
see,  at  work  ceaselessly  and  silently  in  the  very  vitals 
of  society. 

But  invaluable  as  they  are,  neither  societies  for  home 
study,  nor  cheap  editions  of  good  books,  nor  the  public 
libraries  which  are  being  founded  in  our  midst,  will  take 
away  the  need  for  an  agency  of  another  and  entirely 
different  kind.  There  is  nothing  that  can  take  the  place 
of  the  personal  element  in  this  matter  of  popular 
education  ;  the  direct  personal  contact  of  mind  with 
mind  ;  the  human  help,  and  the  human  sympathy. 

In  very  many,  if  not  in  the  large  majority  of  cases, 
you  cannot  make  a  reader  of  a  man  simply  by  giving  him 
free  access  to  a  library,  or  by  presenting  him  with  a  list 
of  a  hundred  books,  however  well  selected.  You 
expect  too  much  of  the  average  uncultured  boy  or  man 
if  you  expect  him  to  frequent  the  library  or  to  read  the 
books  unaided.  It  is  by  reading  with  him  ;  by  giving  him 
freely  of  your  own  enthusiasm  for  whatever  is  beautiful 
and  noble  in  the  subject  of  your  study,  by  making  him  a 
sharer  so  far  as  you  can,  in  your  criticism,  and  above  all, 
by  helping  him  to  think  and  criticise  for  himself,  that 
you  can  help  him  best.  With  all  who  think  the  rubbing 
of  mind  against  mind    counts  for  much,  to  those  who 


have  not  yet  learned  to  think,  the  stimulus  and  inspira- 
tion that  comes  from  direct  contact  with  other  minds  is 
in  the  majority  of  cases  absolutely  indispensable. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  reading  clubs  rightly 
conducted  fill  a  need  which  nothing  else  can  supply.  A 
successful  reading  club,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word,  holds  no  mean  place  among  the  more  generally 
recognized  agencies  for  raising  the  intellectual  tone  of 
society;  it  is  potent  as  a  refining  and  elevating  influence; 
it  is  capable  of  supplying  to  a  surprising  extent  the 
defects  of  early  education,  compensating  to  a  great 
degree  for  meagre  opportunities  for  self  culture.  The 
present  writer  speaks  advisedly  from  personal  experience 
and  not  as  a  theorist.  The  object  of  this  paper  is  not  to 
theorize  but  to  set  down  the  main  results  of  the  work  of 
one  reading  club,  in  the  belief  that  the  summing  up  of  its 
experience  may  be  suggestive  or  encouraging  to  others. 
We  do  not  of  course  assume  to  set  up  this  particular 
club  and  its  methods  as  a  model,  in  the  belief  that  there  . 
are  not  other  clubs  or  other  methods  as  good,  or  better, 
but  we  are  convinced  that  the  positive  success  which  this 
club  has  attained  in  spite  of  all  its  short  comings,  dem- 
onstrates the  great  possibilities  for  good  in  work  of  this 
kind. 

It  is  ten  years  since  a  few  young  men  met  together 
with  the  idea  of  forming  a  club  for  the  study  of  the  best 
English  authors.  The  undertaking  was  a  pure  experi- 
ment.     How  the  club  was  to  be  conducted  ;   what  were 


the  best  books  for  it  to  read,  and  what  was  the  best  way 
to  read  them ;  on  these  and  many  other  essential  points 
the  club  had  at  the  start,  only  the  most  ill-defined  ideas. 
It  had  one  fundamental  principle.  As  its  object  was  to 
cultivate  in  its  members  a  taste  for  the  best  English 
writers,  and  the  power  to  read  them  intelligently,  it 
determined  to  read  nothing  that  could  not  fairly  be 
considered  literature  in  the  exacter  meaning  of  the  word. 
This  rule  has  on  the  whole  been  faithfully  kept:  it  is 
after  all  only  the  painfully  virtuous,  not  to  say  the 
narrow  minded,  who  observe  it  in  season  and  out  of 
season.  We  suspect  that  the  most  of  us  are  the  better 
for  occasional  lapses  from  "  the  best  author-  in  our 
reading,  provided  the  occasions  are  sufficiently  far  apart, 
and  we  are  not  apt  to  prefer  paste  to  diamonds. 

The  founders  of  the  Mermaid  Club  had,  as  their 
central  motive,  the  desire  to  help  those  who  were  poor 
in  leisure  and  in  opportunities  for  mental  cultivation. 
The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  Club  was  held  in  the 
Fall  of  iS~"  Six  persons  were  present,  ten  members 
being  added  during  the  season.  The  average  age  of 
the  members  was  about  sixteen. 

We  should  fail  to  gfive  a  correct  idea  of  what 
may  be  done  in  clubs  of  this  kind  if  we  should  omit  all 
reference  to  the  members.  Some  of  them  were  fair 
examples,  in  the  extent  and  nature  of  their  reading,  of 
the  average  boy  of  sixteen  in  our  eastern  cities :  that 
-     they    brought   to   the   study   of   English   Literature, 
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besides  the  rudiments  of  education  which  they  were 
acquiring  at  school,  a  growing  acquaintance  with  the 
works  of  Mayne  Reid,  Ballantine  and  Oliver  Optic,  if 
not  with  more  highly  spiced  volumes  of  the  literature  of 
"'scapes  by  field  and  flood,"  and  an  appetite  for  them 
which  grew  with  what  it  fed  on.  The  idea  of  reading 
for  anything  but  the  story,  was  practically  unknown  to 
them.  They  were  guiltless  of  any  appreciation  of 
literary  style,  or  the  faintest  conception  of  literature  as 
an  Art.  Others  were  decidedly  below  even  this  average  in 
attainments.while  the  reading  aloud,  a  generally  neglected 
art,  was  in  some  cases  almost  unintelligible,  and  a 
painful  trial  of  patience  to  all  concerned.  Only  a  few 
had  already  gained  some  acquaintance  with  the  best 
known  English  authors,  and  had  begun  to  find  in  them 
an  increasing  source  of  refreshment.  It  was  determined 
to  call  the  club  "The  Mermaid,"  in  memory  of  the 
famous  Mermaid  Tavern,  within  whose  walls  the  giants 
of  Elizabeth's  time  are  said  to  have  assembled.  The 
club  adopted  a  simple  organization.  It  was  determined 
to  meet  one  evening  a  week  at  the  houses  of  certain  of 
the  members  successively. 

It  is  evident  that  the  reading  of  a  club  composed  of 
such  elements  as  have  been  indicated  had,  at  the  start,  to 
be  much  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise.  For  a  time  the 
most  that  could  be  hoped  for  was  to  hold  the  club 
together,  and  to  gradually  develope  in  the  members,  the 
power  to  appreciate  what  is  really  good  in  literature,  and 


the  taste  for  more  systematic  reading.  To  have  attempted' 
to  follow  an  inflexible  course  of  reading  with  such  a 
club  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  to  fail  at  the 
outset.  It  was  necessary  to  stimulate  and  to  hold  the 
interest  of  minds  without  previous  literary  training, 
unaccustomed  to  concentration,  and  unsettled  by  the 
books  of  impossible  incident  and  false  taste.  It  was 
felt  by  those  who  had  charge  of  the  club's  reading,  that 
the  selections  should  if  possible  be  short;  that  is,  not 
too  long  to  be  finished  in  one  or  two  evenings,  and  that 
they  should  be  varied  as  possible.  For  example,  after 
an  evening  or  two  spent  in  reading  which  made  con- 
siderable demands  upon  the  club,  it  was  found  expedient 
to  halt  in  the  march  and  let  the  members  refresh  them- 
selves in  the  delectable  pastures  of  "The  Pickwick 
Papers,"  or  "The  Sketch  Book."  The  list  of  the  works 
read,  given  in  the  Appendix,  renders  any  specific  allusion 
to  them  unnecessary,  but  the  experience  of  the  club  in 
respect  to  one  author,  seems  to  require  especial  mention. 
After  two  or  three  meetings  had  been  held,  the  club  was  set 
to  read  one  of  Shakspeare's  plays — the  Second  Part  of 
Henry  IV — with  considerable  trepidation  as  to  the  result. 
When  the  average  intelligence  of  the  members  is  taken 
into  account,  the  favor  with  which  it  was  received,  is 
worthy  of  record.  Sixteen  of  Shakspeare's  plays  have 
been  read  by  the  club  during  the  ten  years  of  its  life; 
invariably  with  a  most  satisfactory  result  so  far  as  the 
interest  and   enjoyment  of   the   members   are  concerned. 
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This  success,  indeed,  is  partially  attributable  to  some- 
thing aside  from  the  intrinsic  greatness  of  the  plays.  The 
dramatic  form  of  composition  is  especially  suited  to  the 
needs  of  reading  clubs.  A  play  can  be  cast  and  read 
aloud  by  all  the  members.  In  this  way  the  attention  of 
all  is  kept  fixed  on  the  work  in  hand,  while  the  quickness 
of  the  action,  the  variety  of  incident  and  emotion,  and 
the  extraordinary  scope  for  elocution  that  characterize 
the  drama  are  calculated  to  hold  the  attention  even  of 
very  young  readers  to  a  suprising  degree.  Taking 
this  into  account,  however,  the  genuine  delight  which 
an  informal  reading  of  Shakspeare  gave  to  boys  who 
came  to  him  without  preparation  and  without  even  a 
rudamentary  knowledge  of  English  poetry,  is  worthy 
of  notice. 

For  the  first  five  years  the  reading  of  the  club  was  of 
a  more  or  less  desultory  character.  During  this  period 
the  members  made  the  acquaintance  of  Shakspeare, 
Milton,  Gray,  Scott,  Longfellow,  Lowell,  and  others 
among  the  poets,  and  Dickens,  DeQuincey,  Irving, 
Hawthorne,  Macaulay,  Thackeray,  Ruskin,  and  others 
among  the  writers  of  prose.  During  this  time  the 
members  made  decided  progress,  not  merely  in  the 
character  of  their  reading,  but,  what  was  more  important, 
in  the  general  thoroughness  and  intelligence  with  which 
the  reading  was  done.  After  five  years  of  this  somewhat 
rambling  and  superficial  reading,  when  something  of  a 
foundation  had  been   laid,  it    was  felt    that  the  time  had 
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come  for  a  more  rigorous  and  systematic  method  of 
work.  A  specific  topic  was  accordingly  selected  for 
study  during  the  Winter  of  1883-84 — The  Elizabethan 
Period.  A  course  of  reading  was  prepared  for  the  year 
and  conscienciously  followed  (see  Appendix  page  33). 
This  subject  was  continued  in  the  Winter  of  1884-85. 
The  good  effect  of  this  more  regular  method  of  study 
became  at  once  apparent ;  not  that  is  was  possible  for  a 
club  so  constituted  to  get  more  than  the  barest  elemen- 
tary knowledge  of  such  a  time  as  the  Elizabethan,  the 
club's  progress  was  in  its  advance  in  method,  in  its 
increased  appreciation  of  what  was  good  in  literature 
and  in  the  growing  earnestness  of  its  work. 

A  reading  club  of  such  a  character  should  content 
itself  with  laying  foundations  ;  it  should  not  attempt  to 
be  critical  or  exhaustive  before  it  has  learned  the  first 
principles.  It  was  this  feeling  that  induced  the  club  to 
leave  for  a  time,  the  tempting  field  of  Elizabethan 
literature,  and  turn  its  attention  during  the  season  of 
1885-86  to  the  age  of  Queen  Anne.  This  course  was 
followed  the  year  following  (1886-87)  D>7  the  study  of  a 
closely  related  subject — The  return  to  Nature  in  English 
poetry  in  reaction  from  the  poetry  of  Pope. 

Except  in  the  case  of  plays,  the  reading  is  done  by 
each  member  of  the  club  in  turn,  two  readers  being 
generally  assigned  to  each  meeting.  Any  member  is 
free  to  interrupt  the  reader  to  call  in  question  pronoun- 
ciation,  the  manner  of   rendering    a    passage,  or  to  raise 


a  point  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  text.  By  this 
method  all  the  members  are  put  on  a  level  in  regard  to 
corrections,  the  attention  of  all  is  stimulated,  and  a  more 
intelligent  and  thorough  understanding  of  the  work  is 
secured.  Indeed,  much  of  the  peculiar  advantage  ot 
joint  study,  as  compared  with  reading  alone,  lies  in  the 
mental  stimulus  and  incidental  knowledge  gained  from 
these  informal  discussions.  Such  a  discussion  is  also 
most  useful  in  promoting  the  feeling  of  equality,  in 
marking  the  distinction  between  a  literary  club  and  a 
class.  No  frivolous  interruptions  should  of  course  be 
countenanced,  and  whenever  it  is  possible  the  comment 
should  be  reserved  until  it  can  be  made  without  breaking 
in  upon  a  sequence  of  thought  or  marring  the  beauty  of 
a  passage.  In  the  Mermaid  Club  it  is  customary  to 
devote  about  an  hour  and  a  half  of  the  evening  to  the 
reading,  (from  eight  o'clock  to  half  past  nine)  and  to 
set  apart  the  remainder  for  conversation  on  the  work 
read. 

An  examination  of  the  entire  list  of  works  read  in 
the  Mermaid  Club  reveals  many  errors  in  judgement. 
It  is  perhaps  on  the  selections  of  works  to  be  read,  and 
the  arrangement  of  courses  of  reading,  that  the  success 
of  a  reading  club  must  most  largely  depend.  It  seems 
probable  now,  that  a  settled  course  of  reading  might 
have  been  earlier  adopted  in  the  Mermaid  Club  with 
advantage.  Such  matters  cannot  be  satisfactorily 
arranged  according  to  general  rules  or  theories.      Thev 
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demand  the  careful  exercise  of  judgement  according  to 
the  especial  circumstances  of  each  case.  The  reading 
should  be  selected  with  careful  regard  to  the  capabilities, 
characters,  and  bent  of  mind  of  the  members.  In  every 
reading  club  a  more  or  less  different  problem  is  presented, 
but  the  field  of  study  is  as  wide  and  varied  as  human 
character  itself,  the  method  of  study  is  capable  of 
infinite    variation.  What     is     necessary     is     insight, 

adaptability  and  tact  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  the 
charge  of  the  club  is  committed. 

ORGANIZATION 

To  secure  the  success  of  a  reading  club,  at  all  events 
when  the  club'  consists  of  more  than  two  or  three,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  some  kind  of  organization.  Unless 
there  is  some  one  authorized  to  take  the  lead,  to  make 
the  selection  of  books,  to  see  that  copies  of  the  required 
books  are  procured  for  the  meetings,  and,  in  short,  to 
manage  the  general  affairs  of  the  club,  it  will  in  all 
probability,  fall  to  pieces  from  the  lack  of  any  central 
power  of  coherence.  The  time  will  be  taken  up  in  endless 
discussions  as  to  what  had  best  bo  done  and  nothing  will 
in  tact  be  accomplished.  It  is  nevertheless  desirable  to 
have  the  simplest  kind  of  organization  that  will  answer 
the  purpose.  For  several  years  the  Mermaid  Club  had 
merely  the  three  officers  of  President,  Secretary,  and 
Treasurer.  The  reading  was  arranged  bv  the  President, 
after  informal  consultation  with   some    of    the   members. 
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Some  years  later  the  Constitution  given  in  the  Appendix 
(see  page  45),  was  adopted.  The  provisions  of  this 
Constitution  could  probably  be  simplified  in  some 
respects  with  advantage.  The  really  essential  feature 
of  the  scheme  is  the  Executive  Committee,  to  which 
the  whole  conduct  of  the  club  is  virtually  entrusted,  and 
of  which  the  President  is  Chairman,  ex-officio. 

THE    MERMAID    INN 

At  the  close  of  the  club's  second  year  a  magazine  was 
begun  under  the  name  of  "The  Mermaid  Inn."  It 
consisted  of  articles  contributed  by  the  members,  an 
editorial  department,  and  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary.  It  was  read  at  the  closing  meeting  for  the 
season,  at  which  the  honorary  members  of  the  club  and  a 
few  of  its  friends  were  present.  The  Mermaid  Inn  has 
prospered  and  has  continued  to  be  a  prominent  feature 
in  the  closing  meetings  of  the  Club. 

The  essay  writing,  etc.,  which  should  be  attempted 
in  a  reading  club,  must  depend  in  a  great  measure  not 
only  upon  the  talent,  but  on  the  amount  of  leisure 
possessed  by  the  members.  In  clubs  composed,  as  the 
Mermaid  is,  of  men  whose  day's  work  is  long  and 
exacting,  it  is  obvious  that  but  little  can  be  accom- 
plished outside  the  meetings  themselves,  and  that  little 
perhaps  should  be  reading  rather  than  writing.  In 
clubs  differently  constituted  it  might  be  possible  to 
make  essay  writing  a  more  useful  and  important  feature. 
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THE    CLUB    RECEPTIONS 

In  the  Winter  of  1881,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
regular  studies  of  the  club  should  be  varied  by  occa- 
sional Receptions,  at  which  some  literary  interest,  such 
as  a  reading,  lecture,  etc.,  should  be  the  main  feature. 
This  plan  was  most  happily  begun  with  a  reading  from 
Hamlet  by  Mr.  John  Foster  Kirk,  and  the  receptions 
have  grown  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  elements 
in  the  club's  work.  The  subject  of  the  lectures  have 
been  of  a  widely  different  nature  and  the  lecturers,  in 
most  cases  gentlemen  unconnected  with  the  club,  have 
brought  an  entirely  new  interest  into  its  midst  and  have 
started  a  novel  train  of  thought.  Thus  among  the  topics 
chosen,  have  been  "Russian  Literature,"  "The  English 
Cathedrals  and  their  Builders,"  "Wordsworth,"  and  "The 
English  Language."  It  is  evident  that  good  lectures  by 
different  men  on  different  subjects  must  help  to  give  a 
reading  club  that  diversity  of  interest  and  breadth  of 
range  which  it  would  otherwise  be  too  likely  to  lack. 
The  greater  the  earnestness  of  its  regular  work,  the  more 
faithfully  it  confines  itself  to  its  chosen  topic,  the  more 
does  it  stand  in  need  of  such  a  widening  of  its  horizen, 
of  such  a  momentary  glimpse  from  a  new  point  of  view. 
Its  members  are  also  brought  in  more  or  less  direct 
personal  contact  with  fresh  minds,  and  there  is  a  blessed 
contagion  about  intellectual  enthusiasm  when  one  is 
brought  fairly  within  its  sphere.      It  is  proper  to  mention 
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here  that  beside  the  lectures  delivered  at  the  regular 
club  receptions,  a  course  of  subscription  lectures  was 
delivered  under  the  club's  auspices.  Mr.  Nathan  Haskell 
Dole  discussed  Russian  Literature  in  a  series  of  six 
lectures.  The  club  was  satisfied  with  the  result  of  this 
experiment,  and  is  encouraged  to  make  further  efforts  in 
this  direction.  When  it  is  difficult  to  arrange  for  lectures 
by  friends  of  a  club,  some  such  plan  as  this  might  be 
pursued  with  advantage.  The  services  of  professional 
lecturers  could  be  secured  by  issuing  to  the  public  a 
sufficient  number  of  tickets  to  defray  the  expenses. 

TALKS    BY    THE    MEMBERS 

In  the  year  1882,  the  club  resolved  to  institute  a  series 
of  informal  talks  by  the  members,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  lectures  at  the  stated  receptions  of  the  club.  It 
was  determined  to  give  each  member  an  opportunity  to 
speak  to  the  club  on  any  subject  he  might  consider 
appropriate  by  setting  apart  a  regular  meeting  night  for 
that  purpose.  Such  an  arrangement  could  not  but 
prove  an  incentive  both  to  the  speaker  and  the  listeners. 
It  would,  it  was  thought,  help  to  prevent  the  club's  work 
from  running  too  much  in  one  groove;  it  would  help 
and  encourage  a  member  in  the  study  of  his  specialty 
and  put  the  club  in  possession  of  some  of  the  things  he 
had  gained  for  himself.  Talks  were  given  during  the 
Winter  (1882)  on  Charles  Lamb,  Hartley  Coleridge  and 
Milton.       The  success  of  the  experiment  was  sufficient 
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t  >  thoroughly  convince  the  club  of  the  excellence  and 
practicability  of  the  idea.  The  plan  has,  indeed,  never 
been  vigorously  and  systematically  followed  in  the  Mer- 
maid Club.  But  this  has  been  owing  to  the  numerous 
outside  claims  on  the  time  of  the  members,  and  to  the 
many  interests  which  have  absorbed  the  club's  attention 
at  its  regular  meetings.  The  plan  is  mentioned  here  not 
because  it  has  had  any  important  part  in  the  regular 
work  of  the  Mermaid  Club,  but  in  the  hope  that  it  may 
be  more  successfully  carried  out  by  others.  The  more 
varied  the  subjects  of  these  talks  the  better.  Let  each 
man  take  his.  hobby  and  try  to  communicate  to  men 
whose  work  is  in  other  lines,  a  little  of  the  enthusiasm 
and  intimate  knowledge  which  are  his  reward  for  patient 
labor.  If  one  can  but  cast  a  stone  at  the  tendency  to 
over  division  of  labor,  and  help  men  to  sympathize  with 
other  men's  pursuits,  it  will  not  be  time  lost. 


DEBATES 

Debati.no.  a  prominent  element  in  most  literary  societies, 
has  held  a  rather  subordinate  place  in  the  Mermaid  Club. 
This  has  not  been  due  to  any  low  estimate  of  its  value, 
but  to  individual  reasons  which  need  not  be  entered 
upon.  It  is  on  the  contrary,  a  firm  belief  with  those 
who  have  the  guidance  of  the  club,  that  debating  can 
and    should    be    made   an    important  factor  in  education. 
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Education  is  still  too  often  thought  of  as  a  merely 
receptive  process.  A  little  reflection  convinces  us  of  the 
importance  of  teaching  the  pupil  to  use  to  the  best 
advantage,  the  knowledge  he  has  received.  We  most 
of  us  know  lamentable  instances  of  the  purely  receptive 
mind.  The  omniverous  reader  who  swallows  folio, 
octavo  and  duodecimo  ;  science,  philosophy  and  poetry, 
with  an  impartial  and  insatiable  appetite  but  who  reads 
"and  makes  no  sign," — it  is  as  if  his  reading  had  been 
cast  into  an  abyss.  Everyone  speaks  with  awe  of  his 
learning,  but  it  seems  much  beyond  the  plummet's 
sounding  for  all  every  day  purposes  ;  if  it  sees  the  light 
at  all,  it  has  to  be  hoisted  up  with  hard  labor.  There  are 
men,  on  the  other  hand,  like  an  electric  battery  fully 
charged.  One  cannot  touch  them  without  experiencing 
a  salutary  thrill.  All  unconciously  to  themselves  they  are 
a  daily  living  help  and  inspiration  because  the  intellectual 
virtue  goes  out  from  them  almost  in  their  every  word. 
Now  debating  developes  the  faculties  which  are  the 
reverse  of  the  receptive;  it  is  an  antidote  to  the  mere 
selfish  absorption  of  learning.  It  teaches  us  to  bring 
out  to  advantage  th*  knowledge  which  we  have  taken 
in;  to  use  our  ammunition  ;  to  see  the  unexpected  signi- 
ficance, the  varied  application  of  a  fact.  It  is  hard  to 
find  any  other  exercise  which  will  give  us  so  good  a 
training  in  accuracy  of  memory,  in  readiness  and  agility 
of    mind,    and    in    the    power    of    speaking    easily    and 
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effectively.       It    should    therefore    be  a  most  important 
factor  in  the  work  of  a  reading  club. 


THE.  MERMAID    JUNIORS 

in  the  year  1884,  a  junior  branch  of  the  club  was 
organized  for  the  benefit  of  boys  not  far  enough  advanced 
to  be  admitted  to  regular  membership.  The  years  be- 
tween fifteen  and  twenty -five  are  those  in  which  a  man's 
intellectual  tastes,  as  well  as  his  general  character,  are 
largely  determined.  It  has  been  said  that  the  reading 
which  enters  most  deeply  into  a  man's  nature  is  that 
done  before  he  is  twenty,  or  at  least,  twenty-five.  It  is 
during  these  priceless  years,  when  the  mind  and  the 
character  is  expanding  and  gaining  its  individuality  of 
tone,  that  a  reading  club  may  begin  its  work  with  the 
most  effect. 

The  boy  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  is  above  all  things, 
impressionable  :  his  whole  future  can  then  be  influenced 
for  good  or  for  evil.  Those  at  the  head  of  the  Mermaid 
Club  felt  that  its  original  members  having  become  men 
since  its  organization,  it  was  falling  short  in  usefulness 
because  it  no  longer  reached  boys  at  this  most  critical 
age.  At  the  same  time  it  was  not  possible  "to  interest 
them  in  the  regular  meetings  of  the  club  without  sensi- 
bly lowering  its  standard. 


A  junior  association  was  accordingly  formed  to 
supply  this  want.  It  elects  its  own  officers  and  is  con- 
trolled by  them  and  an  Executive  Committee  composed 
of  an  equal  number  of  members  from  the  Senior  and 
Junior  Clubs.  One  member  of  the  committee  from  the 
senior  organization  is  required  to  be  present  at  each 
meeting  of  the  juniors.  The  course  of  reading  is 
determined  by  the  joint  committee.  In  this  way  it  is 
sought  to  give  the  Juniors  the  benefit  of  the  senior  club's 
experience,  while  the  members  of  the  senior  club  are 
helped  by  doing  for  others  what  they  have  done  for 
themselves.  Members  of  the  junior  organization  can,  of 
course,  gradually  pass  into  the  regular  club.  In  this  way 
it  is  possible  for  a  reading  club  to  exert  a  steady  and 
continuous  influence  when  it  is  most  needed,  while  its 
ranks  are  constantly  re-enforced  from  the  junior  organi- 
zation. 


CONCLUSION 

It  must  not  rashly  be  concluded  from  the  foregoing  that 
it  is  an  easy  thing  to  organize  or  to  sustain  a  successful 
reading  club.  Even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions, 
difficulties  are  inevitable.  Patience,  regularity  in  attendance 
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at  the  meetings,  tact, an  unwearied  enthusiasm,  and  above 
all  a  genuine  interest  in  the  members,  are  requisite  for 
any  one  who  would  successfully  manage  a  club  of  this 
character.  The  Mermaid  Club  suffered  in  its  early  days 
from  lack  of  interest,  irregular  attendance  at  meetings, 
inattention  on  the  part  of  some  who  did  attend,  and, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  confidence  and  determination 
of  the  few  that  were  really  its  vital  element,  it  must  have 
fallen  to  pieces  as  so  many  other  reading  clubs  have 
done.  The  club  which  has  the  stuff  in  it  to  survive 
these  and  other  discouragements  will  find  its  member- 
ship formed  and  selected  by  time,  its  esprit  de  corps 
strong,  and  its  meetings  increasing  in  interest  with  the 
increased  intelligence  and  better  mental  training  of  its 
members.  In  clubs  of  this  kind  it  is  the  fittest  that 
survive.  Ten  years'  experience  in  a  reading  club 
has  served  to  impress  the  present  writer  more  and  more 
deeply  with  the  opportunities  that  exist  for  work  of  a 
similar  character.  There  is  certainly  a  great  need  in  this 
country  for  what  one  may  call  intellectual  charity.  That 
is,  the  giving  not  money,  but  mind.  There  is  great  need 
of  giving  freely  that  knowledge,  that  appreciation  of  the 
good,  the  true,  and  the  beautiful,  in  literature,  in  science 
or  in  art,  which  the  accident  of  wealth  or  surroundings 
may  have  brought  to  us  almost  without  merit  of  our 
own.  The  thousands  of  young  men  that  are  yearly 
graduated  from  our  colleges  surely  hold  something  in 
trust    for    the    toiling    millions  that  are  without.       Thev 
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hold  the  thought  which,  while  it  may  be  a  commonplace 
to  them,  would  be  a  veritable  revelation  in  the  narrow- 
lives  of  men  who,  in  the  midst  of  modern  opportunities, 
are  yet  in  the  dimness  of  ignorance.  Yet  most  of  us, 
who  are  trying  to  Live  the  "intellectual  life,"  as  Mr. 
Hammerton  understands  it,  seek  earnestly  for  the  good 
things  of  that  life,  only  for  ourselves  ;  we  move  lightly 
enough  in  an  utter  disregard  of  any  responsibility  for 
this  use  of  our  minds* — this  duty  of  intellectual  charity. 
It  was  not  silver  and  gold  but  something  infinitely  more 
precious  that  was  given  to  him  who  sat  at  the  beautiful 
gate  of  the  temple — the  power  to  rise  up  and  walk. 
Indeed,  silver  and  gold  is  the  least  of  our  needs  in  this 
country.  The  danger  rather  is  that  the  higher  life  will 
be  choked  out  among  us  by  our  easy  and  abundant  pros- 
perity. There  is  still  a  sting  in  Carlyle's  sneer,  which 
comes  from  the  grain  of  truth  mixed  with  his  injustice 
to  us.  "My  friends,  brag  not  yet  of  our  American 
cousins;  their  quantity  of  cotton,  industry  and  resources, 
I  believe  to  be  almost  unspeakable  ;  but  I  can  by  no 
means  worship  the  like  of  these."  We  must  do  some- 
thing besides  raise  cotton,  feed  Europe  from  the  great 
grain  fields  of  the  West,  and  perfect  all  kinds  of  labor- 
saving  contrivances  by  Yankee  invention,  if  we  are  to 
demonstrate  the  success  of  democracy.  If  we  adopt 
the  large  definition  of  history,  no  nation  was  ever  great 
simply  because  of  the  extent  of  its  area,  the  magnitude 
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of  its  census  roll,  or  the  stability  of  its  National  Bank. 
All  this  has  been  recently  said  with  his  peculiar  grace 
of  phrase  by  our  greatest  man  of  letters,  yet,  where  one 
feels  deeply  in  the  matter,  it  is  hard  to  resist  expressing 
one's  convictions.  "The  measure  of  a  nation's  true 
success,"  says  Mr.  Lowell,  "is  the  amount  it  has  con- 
tributed to  the  thought,  the  moral  energy,  the  intellect- 
ual happiness,  the  spiritual  hope  and  consolation  of 
mankind."  We  cannot  remind -ourselves  too  often,  too 
strenuously,  nor  with  too  sincere  a  humility,  that  we,  as 
a  people,  are  yet  too  apt  to  live  on  the  lower  levels;  that 
our  sense  of  beauty  is  yet  crude  and  undeveloped;  that 
practically,  the  whole  of  our  unparalled  national  energy 
is  given  to  what  we  comprehensively  call  "business;" 
that  our  aristocracy,  the  abnormally  rich  men,  are  almost 
exclusively  engaged  in  adding  millions  to  millions,  and 
that  their  sons  are  in  the  main  given  either  to  dissipation 
or  to  money  getting.  The  few  in  this  country  who  do 
not  give  up  their  lives  to  the  pursuit  of  riches,  are  apt 
to  betake  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  pleasure.  A 
democracy  is  not  intended  to  be  a  government  which 
secures  the  greatest  possible  abuse  of  the  ballot  by  the 
greatest  number ;  it  is  a  government  under  which  every 
man  ought  to  be  given  a  chance  to  develope  the  best 
that  is  in  him;  it  is  a  government  whose  very  life  must 
depend  on  the  purity  and  elevation  of  the  general  tone 
of  its  people.      In  this  country  there  is  an  overwhelming 
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responsibility  laid  upon  the  educated  class.  It  is  the 
salt  of  the  body  politic;  upon  it  the  result  of  the  demo- 
cratic experiment  must  depend. 

If  we  seem  to  have  wandered  into  vast  social 
questions  it  is  not  without  a  definite,  practical  pur- 
pose. We  are  convinced  that  were  reading  clubs 
(and  especially  clubs  composed  in  the  main  of  boys  and 
young  men  belonging  to  what  are  commonly  called  the 
working  classes),  established  all  through  this  country, 
the)-  would  not  only  bring  higher  interests  into  thousands 
of  lives,  but  they  would  form  an  incalculably  powerful 
factor  in  raising  the  general  tone  of  our  people.  Reading 
clubs  could  be  made  one  great  means  of  bringing  the 
influence  of  the  cultured  class  to  bear  on  the  less  cul- 
tured. Through  them  men  separated  by  circumstances 
and  pursuits  are  drawn  close  together,  to  their  great 
common  benefit.  The  subjects  of  study  may  be  as 
various  as  the  range  of  human  activity ;  the  facilities 
which  the  spirit  of  our  wonderful  century  has  given  in 
such  unstinted  measure  are  at  their  command. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  If  there  is  one  thing 
which  the  experience  of  the  Mermaid  Club  has  demon- 
strated more  strongly  than  any  other,  it  is  this  :  that 
fineness  of  appreciation, — the  virtue  which  delights  in 
beautiful  and  vigorous  thinking, — that  high  mental  abil- 
ity, is  confined  to  no  rank  or  condition  of  men.  It  is 
the    most    beautiful  of  compensations  to  feel  that  it  has 
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been  your  privilege  to  help,  if  ever  so  little,  minds 
intended  to  love  and  to  delight  in  "whatsoever  things  are 
pure,  whatsoever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things 
are  of  good  report."  It  is  among  the  saddest  of  all 
thoughts,  that  there  are  born  lawful  heirs  to  all  these 
things  who,  in  this  world,  never  come  into  their  inheri- 
tance. 


APPENDIX 
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King  Henry   IV,   Part    II,  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow,  Irving 

Shakspeare  Horalius,  Macaulay 

Selections  from  Dickens  Christmas  Shadows 

Selections  from  Lowell               *  Battle  of  Lake  Regillus,  Macaulay 

Julius  Qesar,  Shakspeare  Guests  from  Gibbet  Island,  Irving 

The  Talisman,  Sir  Waiter  Scott  The  Engulfed  Convent,  Irving 

Twelfth  Night,  Shakspeare  The  Phantom  Island,  Irving 
Much  Ado  about  No\hmg,Sh  a  kspea  re  Macbeth,  Shakspeare 

The  Ancient  Mariner,  Coleridge  Fable  of  the  Jackal  and  the  Alligator 

Rip  Van  Winkle,  Irving  (from  Old  Deccan  Days),  Frere 

1878-1879 

Selections  from  Pickwick  Papers,       Selections  from  Tales  of  a  Grand- 

Dickens  father,  Scott 

The  Last  of  the  Abencerrages  (Tales  The  Lady  of   Shalott,  Tennyson 

of  the  Alhambra),  Irving  The    Chimera    (Wonder    Book) 

The  Hunting  of  the  Snark,  Carroll  Haivthome 

Selection',  from  Coupon  Bonds,  J.     A  Fight  with  a  Trout,  Warner 

T.  Trowbridge  The  Tempest,  Shakspeare 

The  Merchant  of  Venice,  Shakspeare  Selections    from  Green's    History   of 
Virginms,  Macaulay  the  English    People,  relating   to 

Marmion,  Scott  the  prigin  of  the    Idyls  of  the 

The  Boarding  House,  Dickens  King 
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Introductory  Essay  to  Sir  T.  Malory's  The    Courtin  (  Bigelow    Papers  ), 

Morte  d'Arthur  Lowell 

Lancelot  and  Elaine,  Tennyson  The    Sad    Lot  of   Eliphalet    Knott, 
The   Legend  of  the  Moor's  Legacy,  Lowell 

Irving  Mountaineering    in    the    Sierra-Ne- 
The  Avenger,  DeQuincy  vada,  C.  King 

Guinevere,  Tennyson  Every    Man    his    own   Poet,  W.  H. 
Gov.  Manco  and  the  Soldier,  Irving         Mullock 

Elegy  in  a  Country  Churchyard,  GrayExtract  from  Sense  and  Sensibility, 
The  Raven,  Poe  Jane  Austin 

Two  Gentlemen  of   Verona,  Shaks-  The  Blessed  Damozel,  Rosetti 

peare  Scenes  in  a  Boarding  House,  Henry 
The    Ghost    of  a    Head,  Harper's  James,  Jr. 

Monthly  Selections    from    Much    Adb    about 
Fishers  Ghost,  Harper's  Monthly  Nothing,  Shakspeare 

Selections  from  David  Copperheld,  Selections  from  Midsummer  Night's 

Dickens  Dream,   Shakspeare 

I  879- I  880 

Enoch  Arden,  Tennyson  Confessions  of  an  English  Opium 
Enoch  Arden  Boiled  Down,  G.Smith         Eater,  De  Quincv 

Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  Shaks-  Selections    from    Widow    Bedott 

peare  Papers,  A.  M.  Areal 

(Enone,  Tennyson  Christmas  Carol,  Dickens 

Dream  of  Fair  Women,   Tennyson  Hymn  to  the   Nativity,  Milton 

Selections,  John  Ruskin  Murder  Considered  as  a  Fine  Art, 
Locksley  Hall,  Tennyson  De  Quincy 

Essay  on  Alfred    Tennyson  ( Victo-  Hamlet,  Shakspeare 

rian  Poets),  Stedman  The  Rhyme  of   the  Duchess  May, 
Selections  from  the  Vicar  of  Wake-  E.  B.  Browning 

held,  Goldsmith  The    Love    of    Alcestis,    (from    the 
Mr.  Blue-Beard,  Thackeray  Earthly  Paradise),  W.  Morris 

A    Leaf    from    my    Sketch    Book,  The  Princess,  Tennyson 

Thackeray  In  Memoriam.    'Tennyson 


3* 


The    Trial    Scene,  from    Pickwick,     Essay  ua  Immortality,  Emerson 
Dickens  Richard  III,  Shakspeare 

Selections    from    Fitz    Boodle,  Henry    VIII,    Selections    from, 

Thackeray  Shakspeare 

Merchant    of    Venice,  Selections  from,  Shakspeare 


[88O-I88I 


The  Pig,  Southey 

The  March  to  Moscow,  Souther 

Sir    Patrick    Spens,    Motherwell's 

Ancient  Minstrelsy 
Mary  Hamilton,  Motherwell's  An- 
cient Minstelsv 
The  Friar  of  Orders  Gray,  Percy's 

Reliques 
The  Lady  Isabel's  Tragedy,  Percy's 

Reliques 
Romeo  and  Juliet.  Shakspeare 
Romeo    and    Juliet  (Criticism   on) 

W.  Hazlitt 
Romeo   and    Juliet  (Criticism    on) 

Coleridge 
Ode  on  Intimations  of  Immortality, 

William  IVordsworih 
A  Man  Without  a  Country,  E.  E. 

Hale 
Morituri  Salutamus,  Long  fellow 
The  House  and  the  Brain,  Bulwer 

Lytton 
The  Ladv  of  the  Lake,  W.  Scott 

Selections  from   Essav 


A  Complaint  of  the    l>ecay  of   Beg- 
gars in  the  Metropolis,  C.  Lamb 

Comus,  Milton 

Othello  (Criticism  on)y.  McCullough 

King  Lear,  Shakspeare 

Criticism  on  King  Lear,  C.  Lamb 

Criticism  on  King  Lear,  IV.  Hazlitt 

Criticism  on  Julius  Caesar,  (from 
Shakspeare,  his  Mind  and  Art), 
Edward  D 070 den 

The  Corsair,  Byron 

A  Deserted  Merman,  Matthew  Ar- 
nold 

On    Vagabonds     (Dreamthorpe) 
Alex.  Smith 

Selections  from  The  Book  of  Ballads, 
Bon  Gaultier 

Selections  from  Rejected  Addresses, 
Horace  and  James  Smith 

Criticism    on    Romeo    and    Juliet, 
McGinn 

Criticism    on    King    Lear,    [Plain 
Speaker),  Hazlitt 

on  Johnson.  Macaulav 
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1881-1882 

Coriolanus,  Shakspeare  Aylmers  Field,  Tennyson 

The  Prophecy  of  Capys,  Macaulay    Two  Voices,  Tennyson 

The    Luggie    and    Two    Sonnets,     Sohrab  and  Rustum,  Matthew  Arnold 

David  Gray  The  Romaunt  of    the  Page,  E.  Ji. 

The  Guardian  Angel  (from  Men  and  Browning 

Women),  Robert  Browning  Mosquitoes,  Win.  Nuttall 

Meeting    at    Night  (from    Men  and  Selections  from  Sonnets,  //.  Coleridge 

Women),  Robert  Browning  Wreck  of  the  Hesperus,  Longfellow 

Parting  at  Morning  (from  Men  and  The  Poet's  Tale,   Longfellow 

Women),  Robert  Browning  Belfry  of  Bruges,  " 

Luria  (from  Poems  and    Dramas),    Light  of  Stars,  " 

Robert  Browning  Morituri  Salutamus      " 


PROSE 

Mr.  H.,  a  Farce,  Chas.  Lamb  Selections  from  "The  Federalist." 

The    Inconvenience   of   Hanging,  Criticism  upon  Coriolanus,  Dowden 

Charles  Lamb  "  "  "  W.  Hazlitt 

Grace  before  Meat,  Charles  Lamb  Eulogy   upon   James   A.  Garfield, 
Detached    Thoughts  on    Books  and         f.  G.  Blaine 

Reading,  Charles  L^amb  Selections   from   Memoirs  of  Chas. 
Books    of    my    Childhood,  Hartley         Lamb,  T.  N.  Talfourd 

Coleridge  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Longfellow 

Part    of     Essay    on    Hamlet,  Selections  from  Memorial  Sermons 

Hartley  Coleridge  on  Longfellow 

Legislative  Division  of  the  Consti-  Selections  from  Nicholas  Nickleby, 

tution  of  the  United  States.  Dickens 

Executive  Division  of  the    Consti-  Selections  from  Our  Show,  Anon. 

tution  of  the  United  States  What    Some  Women  would  like  to 
Selections    from    Cooley,    bearing  Know,  Sat.  Review 

upon    the    Legislative  Division 

of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  The  Raving,  Charles  E.  Pancoast 
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1882-1883 

Law  for  the  Indians,  (North  Ameri-   Fall  of  the  House  of  \Jshzx,E.A.Poe 
can  Review),  W.  J.  Harsh  a  Essay  on  Lord  CWvz, T.B.Macaulay 

Criticism  upon  Antony  and  Cleopa-  Essay    on    Milton,    from     Literary 
tra,  (from  Shakspeare,  his   Mind       Studies,    W.  Bagehot 
and  Art),  Edw.  Dcnuden  Humerous  Selections 

Co-Education  of  the   Sexes,  Prof.     Ghost  Stories  and  Selections  from  the 
Francis  A.  Jackson  Ingoldsby  Legends 

Selections  from  Green's  History  of  the  English  People — on  Milton 

POETRY 

Antony  and  Cleopatra,  Shakspeare     Selection  from  the  Merchant  of  Ven- 
Paradise  Lost  (5  books),  Milton  ice,  Shakspeare 

The  Tempest,  Shakspeare 

I 883-I 884 

THE    ELIZABETHAN    PERIOD 

Reign  of  Elizabeth,  Green's   Short  Selections  from  Poems,  Raleigh 

History  of  the  English  People  A  Description  of  the  Country's  Rec- 
Chapter  on  Manners  of  the  Times,  reations,  Raleigh 

Taine's  English  Literature  A    Nymph's    Disdain    of    Love, 
Essay    on  Spenser,  Whipples''    Age  Raleigh 

of  Elizabeth  Miscellaneous  Poems,  Raleigh 

Essay    on    Sidney    and     Raleigh,  Song  by  Marlowe   and  Answer  by 

Whipples"1  Age  of  Elizabeth  Raleigh 

Faerie  Queen  (Selections),  Spenser  Imaginary     Conversation    between 
Sonnets,  Spenser  Sir     Philip     Sidney    and    Lord 

Defense  of  Poesy,       Sidney  Brooke,  W.  S.  Landor 

Arcadia  (Selections)        "  A   New    Way    to    Pay    Old  Debts 
Sonnet  on  the  Moon        "  (one  act),  Massinger 

Sonnet  on  Sleep  "  Sonnet    on    Sleep,  Bartholomew 

Sonnet  on  Sleep,  Drummond  Griffin 

Extract  from  History  of  the  World,  Twelfth  Night  and  Richard  II  (Se- 

Raleigh  lections),  Shakspeare 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

The  Victim,  Tennyson  The  Countess,  Whittier 

Faithless  Sally  Brown,  Hood  Snow  Bound,  " 

Faithless  Nellie  Gray        "  The  Huskers, 

The  Sea  Spell  "  Lines    on    Cowper's   Grave,  Mrs. 

Death's  Ramble  "  Browning 

John  Troth  "  Christmas    Without    Him,    B.  S. 

Ode  on  the  Canielopard  "  Scranton 

Skeleton  in  Armor,     Longfellow  Criticism  on  Paradise  Lost,  Tainc  s 

The  Bridge,  "  English  Literature 

King   Witlaf's    Drinking  Horn,  Editorial  on  Eloquence, Public  Ledger 

Longfellow  Twelfth  Night,  Shakspeare 

The  Luck  of  Edenhall,  Longfellow  King  Richard  II,       " 


1884-1885 

THE     ELIZABETHAN     PERIOD    (continued) 

Life    of  Bacon,    (English    Men  of  Essay  on  Nobility,  Francis  Bacon 

Letters),  R.  W.  Church  "     Cunning            " 

Essay  on  Death,  Francis  Bacon  "     Great  Place      " 

"     Ambition          "  Part     of   Essay    on    Marlowe    (from 

"     Fame                 "  Shakspeare's    Predecessors  in  The 

"     Superstition      "  English  Drama),  J.  Add.  Symonds 
Tamburlaine  the  Great  (3  acts),  Marlowe 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The    Country    Church,  Trving  English  Rural  Scenery,  Irving 

As  You  Like  it,  Shakspeare  The  House  and  the  Brain,  Bulwer 

Julius  Caesar  (1  act),  "  Negative  Gravity,  Frank  R.  Stockton 

Merchant  of  Venice  (1  act),  "  A  Piece  of  Red  Calico,    "  " 

Selections  from  Poems,  Joint  G.  Saxe  Letter  Writer,  "  " 

Selections  from  Oliver  W.  Holmes  Selections  from  Wit  and  Humor 

Selections    from    Hero    and    Hero  Hissing,  Harper  s  Monthly 

Worship,  Thomas  Carlyle  Selections  from  Mark  Twain 

Fly  Leaves,  C.  S.  Calverly 


1885-1886 


STUDY  OF  THE  AGE  OF  QUEEN  ANNE 

History  of  the   Restoration,  Macau-   Essay  on  Pope,  John  Dennii 


lay  s  History  of  England 
Essay  on  Dryden,  Macaulay 
MacFlecknoe,         Dryden 
Alexander's  Feast,      " 
St.  Cecilia's  Day, 
Selections    from    The    Spectator, 

Addison 
The  Intellectual  Advance,    (from 
Green's  Hist,  of  the  Eng.  People) 


Rape  of  the  Lock,  Pope 
Dunciad,  " 

Essay  on  Man,  " 

Introduction    to    Perry's    English 
Literature  of  the  iSth  Century 
Essays  on  Swift  and  Addison,  (from 
Thackeray's  English  Humorists) 
Life  11I   DeFoe,  JoAn  Dennis 
Selections  from  Gulliver,  Swift 


MISCELLANEOUS 

The  Seven  Devils,  Frank  R.  Stockton     The  Cloverfields1  Carriage,  Stockton 

Selection.-,  from  Handy  Andy,  /.over 


f 886-1887 

THE  STUDY  OF  THE  RETURN   OF  POETRY  TO  NATURE 
IN    REACTION    FROM    THE   SCHOOL   OF    POPE 

Essay    on    Cowper  and   Rousseau,  Essay  on  Thomas  Gray  (from  Reed's 

(Hoars    in    a    Library,    Third  Edition  of  Gray's   Works),  Prof. 

Series),  Leslie  Stephen  Henry  Peed 

Essay    on    Thomson  and  Cowper,  Life   of  Thomas  Gray,   Robert    Car- 

(from  Lectures  on    the  English  ruthers 


Poets),  Wm.  Hazlitt. 
Essay    on   James   Thomson   (from 

Ward's  English  Poets),  George 

Saintsbury 
Extracts  from  Thomson's  Seasons 

and  the  Castle  of  Indolence 


G)  ay 's  Poems 

Elegy    Written    in    a    Country 

Churchyard 
A  Distant  Prospect  of  Eton  College 
The  Bard 
Hymn  to  Adversity 
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Life    of    Wm.  Collins,  from  Ward's  Essay  on  Wm.  Blake,  from  Ward's 
English  Poets,  A.  C.  Swinburne         English  Poets,  J.  Comyns  Carr 

Collins,'    Ode,    written  in  1746  Selections  on  Blake,  from  the  Primer 

"  Ode  on  Evening  of  Eng.  Lit.  Stopford  Brooke 

"         Ode  on  The  Passions  Selections  from   Wm.  Blake 

Miscellaneous    Extracts  from  Cowper,  from    Literature    of    Eigh- 

Collins'  Works  teenth    Century,  Mrs.  OlipJiant 

Selections  from  Macaulay  on  Oliver  Essay  on  Cowper,  J.  C.  Shairp 
Goldsmith  Poems  by  Cowper 

Extract  from  the  Life  of  Goldsmith  The  Task,  selections  from 

from  Thackeray's  Eng.  Humorists  Lines  on  my  Mother's  Picture 

Poems  by  Goldsmith  Lines  to  Mary 

The  Traveller  The    Chapter  on  Robert  Burns,  from 

The  Deserted  Village  Lit.   Hist,  of  Eng.  Mrs.  Oliphant 

Poetic    Interpretation    of    Nature      Poems  by  Robert  Burns 

Chapter  on  "The  Return  to  Nature,"         Mary  Morrison 
begun    by    Allan    Ramsay    and  Tarn  O'Shanter 

Thomson,  J.  C.  Shairp  Cotter's  Saturday  Night 

Duncan  Gray,  and  other  poems 

MISCELLANEOUS     READING 
A  Rainy  Day,  Longfellow 

Address  by  James  Russell  Lowell  at  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Found- 
ing of  Harvard  College 
Extracts  from  the  "Century  Magazine" 


j>E&?«e 


February  27,  1879. 

Resolved,    That   Franklin  was  the  greatest  American.       Judge,  J.  F. 
Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  the  affirmative. 

March  4,  1 879. 
Mock  Trial. 

April  I,  1879. 

Resolved,    That  Brutus  was  justified  in  killing  Csesar.       Judge,  J.  F. 
Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

January  13,  1880. 

Resolved,      That    ancient    times  produced  greater  men  than  modern. 
Judges,  O.  N.  Middleton  and  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

February  24,  1 880. 

Resolved  That  contentment  is  better  than  riches.  Judge,  J.  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Verdict  for  affirmative. 

Resolved,    That    in    the    Nineteenth  Century  it  is  impossible  to  have 
original  ideas,      ludge,  H.  S.  Pancoast.      Verdict  for  negative. 


38 

March  1 6,  1880. 

Resolved,  That  genius  is  never  unappreciated,  and  that  the  phrase 
"Some  mute  inglorious  Milton  here  may  rest,"  involves  a  contradiction  in 
terms.     Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

December  13,  1880. 

Resolved,  That  learning  is  directly  beneficial  to  industry.  Judge, 
George  Clayton.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

January  3,  1 88 1. 

Resolved,  That  the  popularity  of  a  book  is  a  just  test  of  its  intrinsic 
worth.     Judge,  George  Clayton.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

April  II,  1 88 1. 

Resolved,  That  a  rude  age  is  more  favorable  to  the  production  of 
works  of  the  imagination  than  a  refined  one.  Judges,  Charles.  E.  Pancoast 
and  E.  C.  Jellett.      Verdict  for  affirmative. 

April  18,  1 88 1. 

Resolved,  That  the  fear  of  punishment  has  a  greater  influence  on 
human  conduct  than  the  hope  of  reward.  Judge,  S.  A.  Jellett.  Verdict 
for  negative. 

November  14,  1 881. 

Resolved,  That  Beauty  is  higher  than  Utility.  Judge,  William  T. 
Murphy.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

January  30,  1 882. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  movement  towards  .Estheticism  is  good, 
independently  of  its  present  manifestation.  Judge,  G.  A.  Wells.  Verdict 
for  affirmative. 

November  28,  1882. 

Resolved,  That  Capital  Punishment  should  be  abolished.  Judge, 
George  Clayton.      Verdict  for  affirmative. 


39 

February  20,  1883. 

Resolved,  That  the  Miser  is  a  greater  evil  to  Society  than  the  Spend- 
thrift.    Judge,  S.  A.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

May  1,  1883. 

Resolved,     That  Gold  has  been  of  more  benefit  to  man  than  Iron. 
Judge,  A.  Cupitt.     Verdict  for  negative. 

November  20,  1883. 

Resolved,     That   an   increase   of    civilization   brings    an  increase  of 
happiness.     Judge,  F.  M.  Rogers.     Verdict  for  negative. 

April  I,  1884. 

Resolved,    That  circumstances  may  justify  a  departure  from  the  truth. 
Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 


December  16,  1884. 

Discussion :  That  William  Shakspeare  wrote  Shakspeare's  Plays.    Ver- 
dict for  affirmative. 

March  31,  1 885. 

Resoived,    That  the  occupation  of  Africa  by  the  European  nations  is 
justifiable.     Judge,  H.  S.  Pancoast.     Verdict  for  negative. 

February    I,   1886. 

Resolved,    That  New  Vork    City  is  the  present  literary  metropolis  of 
the  country.     Judge,  A.  B.  Ross.     Verdict  for  negative. 

December   6,   1886. 

Resolved,    That  the  study  of  Greek  Literature  should  be  compulsory 
in  American  Colleges.      Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

March  21,  1887. 

Resolved,    That  the  assasination  of  the  Czar  is  justifiable.     Judge,  R. 
L.   Taylor.      Verdict  for  affirmative. 


4Q 


May  2,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  of  all  existing  nations,  America  has  the  mosl 
important  mission  in  the  future  history  of  civilization.  Judge,  ILL. 
Butler.  Jr.     Verdict  for  negative. 

May  16,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  Philadelphia  has  lost  her  intellectual  pre-eminence  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  her  commercial  pre-eminence.  Judge,  R.  L.Taylor. 
Verdict  for  affirmative. 


May  23,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  increase  in  individual  wealth  is  a  greal 
detriment  to  the  welfare  of  this  country.  Judge,  J.  F.  Kirk,  Jr.  Verdict 
for  negative. 


REe&piiong 


Season   of    1 880-81 


February  14,  1 88 1. 

First  Reception  of  the  Mermaid  Club  held  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
J.  Foster  Kirk.  Entertainment — Reading  from  Hamlet  by  Mr.  John 
Foster   Kirk. 

March  14,  188 1. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.  Entertainment — 
Reading  of  Julius  Cresar  by  The  Mermaid  Club. 

May   9,  1 88 1. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Arthur  Wells.  Entertain- 
ment— Debate  by  the  Mermaid  Club.  Subject  of  Debate — Resolved,  That 
a  rude  age  is  more  favorable  to  the  production  of  works  of  the  imagina- 
tion than  a  refined  age.  Judges,  Messrs.  Arthur  Wells,  W.  T.  Murphy, 
E.  C.  Tellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 


■I-' 


Season  <>f   1881-82 

November  10,  1881 . 

First  Reception,  at  Mr.  ('.  S.  Pancoast's.  Entertainment — Reading 
by  Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast  of  selections  from  "A  Drama  of  Exile,''  by 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Browning. 

February  20,  1882. 

Second  Reception  at  Mr.  Arthur  Wells.  Entertainment — Lecture  by 
Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy.     Subject — Some  English  Words. 

March   lb,  1882. 

Third  Reception  held  at  the  Sunday  School  Building.  Entertainment 
— Lecture  by  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh.  Subject — The  Causes  of  the  French 
Revolution. 


Season  of  1882-1883 


December  12.  1 882. 

First  Reception  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.      Entertainment — Lecture  by 
Mr.  John  Stewardson.      Subject — Travel  in  the  South  of  France. 

January  30,  1883. 

Second  Reception  at  Sunday  School  Building.     Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  II. 
Spencer.     Subject — From  Dover  to  Antwerp. 

April  27,  [883. 

Third    Reception    at    Mr.  J.  S.  Perot's.       Reading   by  the  Mermaid 

Club  of  selections  from  "The  Tempest." 
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Season  of  1 883-1 884 

October  17.  1883. 
First   Reception.         A    lecture    given  before  {he  Club  by  Mr.  Henry 
S.  Pancoast.        Subject — The  Indian  Question. 

January  19,  1884. 
Second  Reception.       Debate  with  Literary  Society  of   Workingmen's 
Club.      Subject — Resolved,    That  genius  is  never  unappreciated.       Judges, 
Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy,  Mr.  G.  W.  Russell    and    Mr.  E.  R.  Sorber.        Debate 
declared  a  draw. 

February  14,  1884. 

Third    Reception,    held    at    Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.        Lecture    by    Mr. 
Henry  S.  Pancoast.      Subject — Robert  Browning. 

March  18,  1884. 

Fourth  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  J.  F.  Kirk's.  Lecture  by  Mr.  A.  M. 
Beveridge.      Subject — The  Editions  of  Shakspeare. 

Season   of    1 884-1 885 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Club,  held  December  2,  1884,  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Pancoast  on  Bacon  and  the  Inductive 
Method. 

December  9,  1884. 

First  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast's.  Lecture  by  Mr. 
A    B.  Weimer.      Subject — Method  in  the  Study  of  History. 

January   14,  1885. 
Second    Reception,  held  at   Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast's.       Lecture    by 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast.      Subject — Some  Italian   Sonnets. 

May  26,  1885. 
Third  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish   Building.       Lecture  by 
Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams.     Subject— The  Poetry  of  Wordsworth. 
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I 885-1886 

February  24,  1886. 
First  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's   Parish  Building.       Lecture  by 
Rev.  J.  K.   Murphy.     Subject — Proverbs. 

March  30,  1886. 

Second  Reception  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams.     Subject — Alexander  Pope  and  his  Times. 

i 886-1 887 

November  16,  1 886. 

First  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  A.  B.  Weimer.     Subject — English  Cathedrals  and  their  Builders. 

December  16,  1886. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Nathan  Haskell  Dale.  Subject — Russian  Literature  before  Tour- 
genieff. 

February  I,  1887. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — Edmund  Spenser. 

April  26,  1887. 

At  a  regnlar  meeting  a  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 
Subject — William  Wordsworth. 


Ru\e^  ar^d   Regulations 


F?£<?OlVC<?l,  Thai   the  following  Rules  and    Regulations  be  hereby 
adopted  for  the  direction  of  the  affairs  and   proceedings  of  the   Mkrmaid 

Club. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  officers  of  the  Mermaid  Club  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice 
President,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE    II. 

'I'he  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
season;  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  on  the  first 
ballot,  shall  be  declared  elected. 

ARTICLE    III. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  the  meetings  and 
enforce  all  the  regulations  of  the  club. 


-&• 


ARTICLE    IV. 

ddie  Secretary  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the  club,  and  keep  its 
minutes  in  a  proper  book.  He  shall  give  notice  of  regular  and  special 
meetings,  and  shall  notify  new  members  of  their  election.  It  shall  be  his 
duty  to  give  to  the  club  such  information  pertaining  to  it  as  from  time  to 
time,  shall  be  required.  He  shall  answer  all  communications  received  and 
take  charge  of  all  writings  pertaining  to  the  club. 
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ARTICLE    V. 

The  Treasurer  shall  have  charge  of  all   moneys  belonging  to  the  club, 

disbursing  them  according  to  its  direction.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  collect 
the  dues  monthly  He  shall  render  an  account  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
season,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  club  shall  require,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  at  least  three  days'  notice  shall  have  been  given  him. 

ARTICLE    VI. 

All  elections  of  members  shall  be  held  at  stated  meetings,  and  shall 
be  made  by  ballot.  A  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present  shall  be 
required  to  elect.  Any  person  of  respectability  shall  be  eligible  for  active 
membership.  The  active  membership  of  the  club  shall  be  limited  to  the 
male  ^ex,  hut  persons  of  either  sex  may  become  honorary  members. 

ARTICLE     VII. 

Stated  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  evening  of  each  week, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  the  club  shall  direct ;  beginning  with  the 
Tuesday  nearest  the  first  of  October,  and  ending  with  the  Tuesday  nearest 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by  the 
President  upon  the  request  of  three  (3)  members.  The  attendance  of 
three  (3)  active  members  at  the  place  designated,  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 

If  any  member  be  absent  from  the  club  for  three  consecutive  meetings, 
the  Secretary  shall  notify  him  that  a  written  excuse  must  be  sent.  Upon 
receipt  of  such  excuse,  the  Secretary  shall  refer  it  to  the  club  at  the  meeting 
immediately  following.  The  action  of  the  club  on  such  excuse  shall  be 
considered  final.  If  no  excuse  be  sent  within  a  week  of  receipt  of  notice, 
the  Secretary  shall  notify  the  club  of  the  fact,  and,  as  above,  whatever 
action  it  may  take,  shall  be  final. 
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ARTICLE    IX. 

The  order  of  business  at  a  meeting  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1  Opening  the  meeting 

2  Reading  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting 

3  Reports  of  Committees 

4  Unfinished  business 

5  Miscellaneous  business 

6  Adjournment 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  dues  shall  be  Five  Cents  per  month,  payable  at  the  first  meeting 
in  each  month. 

ARTICLE    XL 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee  which  shall  consist  of  the 
President,  ex-officio,  who  shall  be  the  chairman  of  said  committee,  and  two 
members  of  the  club,  to  be  elected  annually  at  the  stated  meeting  for  the 
election  of  officers;  or,  whenever  by  resignation  or  other  cause,  there  shall 
be  a  vacancy.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall 
be  as  follows  : 

OF    READINGS 

SECTION  i.  To  select  all  works  to  be  read  or  subjects  to  be  consid- 
ered by  the  club.  Any  member  of  the  club  may  hand  to  any  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  the  name  or  names  of  such  work  or  works  as  he  may  desire  to 
have  read  in  the  club.  But  the  Committee  shall  have  the  power  to  accept 
or  reject  all  or  any  of  the  works  so  proposed. 

OF    RECEPTIONS 

Sec.  2.  To  make  all  arrangements  for,  and  to  superintend  all  recep- 
tions given  by  the  club. 
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OF    1)1  H  \  I  ES 


Sec.  3.  To  determine  when  a  debate  shall  be  held  and  to  select 
from  such  questions  as  may  have  been  furnished  by  any  member  or  members 
of  the  club,  the  subject  of  such  debate. 


OK     REPORTS 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  notify  the 
club  of  any  debate  or  work  to  be  read,  at  the  meeting  before  such  debate 
or  reading,  and  of  any  reception  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  time  fixed 
by  the  Executive  Committee,  for  said  reception. 

GENERAL    POWERS    AND    RESTRAINTS 

Sec.  5.  All  decisions  of  the  Executive  Committee  upon  any  subject 
within  the  scope  of  its  authority,  as  hereinbefore  defined,  shall  be  final, 
provided  always,  that  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  club  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  any  particular  is 
not  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  club,  they  may  instruct  the  Executive 
Committee  as  to  the  course  it  shall  pursue,  or  by  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence, compel  the  Executive  Committee  to  resign. 

ARTICLE     XII. 

All  points  of  order  which  may  arise  at  meetings,  shall  be  decided  by 
parliamentary  law. 

ARTICLE    XIII. 

These  Rules  and  Regulations  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any 
stated  meeting  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  present,  provided 
such  alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a  previous 
meeting.  Any  of  these  rules  may  be  temporarily  suspended  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  of  'the  members  present  at  a  slated  meeting. 


k'^t  of  Officer^  arcd  ghaQdiiQ^ 
Committee? 


1877-78  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Secretary 


1878-79  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Robert  J.  Holmes,  Treasurer 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn: 
Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

f 

1879-80  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Secretary 
Robert  J.  Holmes,  Treasurer 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn: 
Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr, 


5o 

i88o-8i  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Secretary 
John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn: 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr..  Guilliaem  A.  Wells 

George  Storey 


1881-82  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

William  T.  Murphy,  Vice-President 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Secretary 
Guilliaem  A.  Wells,  Treasurer 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn: 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Charles  E.  Pancoast 

Committee  on  Reading: 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Guilliaem  A.  Wells, 
William  T.  Murphy 


1882-83  William   T.  Murphy,  President 

John  F.  Kirk.  Jr.,  Vice-President 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Secretary 
Stewart   A.  Jellett.  Treasurer 

Executive  Committee: 

Henry   S.  Pancoast,  John    Perot,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn: 
Henry   S.  Pancoast.  form  F.  Kirk.  Jr.,  Wm.  T.  Murphy 
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1883-84  Edwin   C.  Jellett,  President 

John   F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Vice-President 
Charles  F.  Butler,  Secretary 
George  Clayton,  Treasurer 

Executive  Committee: 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Alfred  Cupitt 

Editors    Mermaid    Inn  : 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 


1884-85  Edwin   C.  Jellett,  President 

John   F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Vice-President 
Henry    L.  Butler,  Jr.,  Secretary 
Frederick   M.  Rogers,  Treasurer 

Executive  Committee: 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John    F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors   Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,   Edwin   C.  Jellett,  John    F.  Kirk  Jr. 


1885-86  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  President 

John   F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Vice-President 
Charles  F.  Butler,  Secretary 
[alius  ().  Fender,  Treasurer 

Exec  u  tive   Com  m  ittee: 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John   F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn: 

Stewart  A.  Tellett,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  James  M.  Corse 
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1886-87  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  President 

Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Vice-President 
Ilenrv  L.  Butler,  ]r.,  Secretary 
Abram  B.  Ross,  Treasurer 

Executive  Com  in  itti  < . 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  James  M.  Corse, 
(to  fill  vacancy)  Charles  F.  Butler 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn: 
Henry  S,  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr, 


CRemkep?  of   hke  CHepm&id  Club 

Rpom  it?  Organization,  1877  bo  1887 


-~ 0-$  ACTIVE     MEMBERS  -*—«>• 


NAME 

Charles  F.  Butler 
Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr 
J.  Black  .... 
F.  Burgoyne  .  . 
J.  Bogan  .... 
C.  M.  Ballantyne 

*C.  Chase   .... 

George  Clayton  . 
*  Alfred  Cupitt    .    . 

W.  Carman  .  .  . 
*James  M.  Corse    . 

*C.  O.  Fraser      .    . 
J.  O.  Fender     .    . 

R.  J.  Holmes    .    . 

Edwin  C.  Jellett  . 
Stewart  A.  Jellett 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
fM.  A.  Kenworthy 

Charles  M.  Levis 
William  T.  Murphy 
*0.  N.  Middleton 

*C.  E.  Pancoast     . 
Henry  S.  Pancoast 
P.  Pleasants      .    . 

*John  Perot        .    . 


Elected  Resigned 

1882  .  . 

,  1884  .  . 

1882  1882 

1882  1884 

1885  1886 

1887  .  . 


1880 
1880 
1882 
1884 
1885 


1882 
1886 
1886 
1885 
1887 


1877  1879 
1882  .  . 

1878  1882 

1877  .  . 

1878  .  . 

1877  .  . 

l88l  l88l 


1877 
1877 

1877 

1877 

1882 

1877 
1877 

1878 
1881 

1882 

1879 
1883 

SAME 

lohn  Rider   .    .  . 

F.  M.  Rogers  .  . 
Robert  Russell 

Abram   B.  Ross  . 

William  Sargeant 
L.  Dore  Schaffer  . 
George     Storey 

J.  Fred.  Thomas  . 
*William  Tyndale 
Roland   L.  Taylor 

*Guilliaem  A.  Wells 
John  Warrin     .    . 


El e  fled  Resign,  </ 

1880  l88l 

1883  1886 

1885  1885 
1885    .  . 

1877  1877 

1877  1877 

1878  1886 

1877  1879 

1882  1884 

1885  .  . 

1879  1882 

1880  l88l 


1884 

Junior  Organization 

L.  L.  Bland  ....  1884  .    . 

John  Best     ....  1884  .    . 

A.  E.  Bacon      ...  1885  1885 

Charles  F.  Cochrane  1884  .    . 

Jacob  Gundlach   .    .  1884  .    . 

Louis  Hoser     .    .    .  1884  .    . 

Martin  Richardson  .  1884  1886 

Russel  Swift     ...  1885  1886 

Earnest  Wray  .    .    .  1884  1884 

G.  Elwood  Wagner  1884  . 


fDied. 


*  Active  members  who  have  been  transferred ;to  the  Honorary  List. 


Honorary  Members 

Rev.  Wm    Ely      

Mr.  J.  Foster   Kirk 

Rev.  Joseph   Kidder ...  r S 7 9 

Miss  E.  Klett [883 

Miss   A.  M.  Lambdin [877 

Miss   H.  T   Longstreth 1883 

Prof.  H.  C.  Lewis 1877 

Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy 1879 

tMr.  C.  S.  Pancoast 1880 

|Mrs.  C.  S.  Pancoast      : 1882 

Miss  M.  E.  Pancoast 1881 

Miss  M.  M.  Pancoast ■    .    .    .  1881 

Mr    H.  Welsh       1879 

fDied 


1885 
1886 


18774557 

ATTENDANCE 

AT    MEETINGS 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Percentage 

Year 

Meetings 

Active 

of  Attendance  at 

Held 

Members 

Meetings 

I878 

25 

12 

42  per  cent 

IS/9 

25 

I  1 

46     ■• 

1880 

37 

IO 

60 

l88l 

32 

12 

58     ■■ 

1882 

36 

12 

67        " 

I883 

39 

13 

69        " 

I884 

38 

13 

89        " 

1885 

37 

14 

78        - 

1886 

4i 

13 

79 

I887 

40 

12 

80 

THE  MERMAID  OF  THE  PAST 


BEING  A  BRIEF  REVIEW  OF  THE  WORK  OF 


THE  MERMAID  CLUB 

OF 

GERMANTOWN,   PHILADELPHIA  — 

from  its  organization,  October  12,  1877  to  the 
completion  of  its  Fifteenth  Season,  May  24,  1892 


"  Meet  is  it  changes  should  control 
Our  being,  lest  we  rust  in  ease. 
We  all  are  changed  by  still  degrees 
All  but  the  basis  of  the  soul." 


Dentflate  Scinttllam 


Printed  by  the  Club  for  Private  Distribution. 


By  one  who  believes  in 
THE  MERMAID  CLUB  :— 

who  delights  in  its  repeated  triumphs ; — 

who  takes  pride  in  its  rich  associations  ; — 

who  loves  its  hallowed  memories ; — 

and  who, 

being  a  privileged  recipient  of  its  bounties, 

most  gratefully  dedicates  these  pages 

as  a  tribute  of  admiration  and  affection 

to  its  Founder, 

Henry  Spackman  Pancoast 

who  was, — and  who  is, — 

its 
Inspiration,  and  its  Guide. 
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"  Heaven  is  not  reached  at  a  single  bound, 

But  we  build  the  ladder  by  which  we  rise 
From  the  lowly  earth  to  the  vaulted  skies, 
And  we  mount  to  its  summit,  round  by  round." 

J.  G.  Holland. 

"  To  whatever  degree  we  appreciate  ourselves  and  our  powers, 
putting  forth  laudible  efforts  to  maintain  and  develop  them, 
just  to  that  extent  will  the  world  accord  to  us  place  and 
power  and  distinction,  and  so  measured  must  our  success  be." 

"G.  T." 

"  Heaven  doth  with  us  as  we  with  torches  do;  not  light  them 
for  themselves :  for  if  our  virtues  did  not  go  forth  of  us, 
'twere  all  alike  as  if  we  had  them  not." 

Shakspeare. 


No  time  ours  but  the  present. 
("Quid  est  futurum  eras  fuge  quserere.") 


Horace. 


THE   MERMAID  OF  THE  PAST 

Fellow  Labourers  and  Friends  : — For  the  third  time 
in  its  history,  The  Mermaid  Club  has  called  its  members 
together  to  celebrate  the  high  anniversary  of  its  birth,  to 
recount  the  experiences  of  its  earlier  years,  to  bow  with 
reverence  to  that  Eternal  Spirit  which  prompted,  and  which 
has  sustained  it  in  its  course.  It  seems  fitting,  at  the  close  of 
each  Club  year  to  pause  for  a  moment,  to  consider  whether 
the  season  ended  has  been  one  of  progress  ;  to  discover  that 
each  new  anniversary  finds  the  Club  upon  a  higher  plane  than 
it  occupied  before  ;  to  satisfy  one's  self  that  the  standard  of  its 
work  is  beyond  that  of  a  season  completed.  And  it  would 
seem  peculiarly  appropriate  at  the  great  festivals  in  the  Club's 
life,  that  those  who  constitute  The  Mermaid  Club  upon  these 
happy  occasions,  should  appreciate  the  fact,  that  The  Mermaid 
Club  did  not  flash  into  its  present  perfection  of  organization, 
but  that  the  great  privileges  which  its  members  enjoy,  are  the 
fruit  of  patient  growth,  of  unfailing  devotion,  of  great  per- 
sonal sacrifice. 

Time  moves  positively,  and  the  "  Mermaid  "  is  growing 
old.     The  anniversary  of  a  "  twentieth  of  a  century,"  which 


the  Club  celebrated  in  1882,  advanced  to  a  tenth  of  a  century 
at  the  anniversary  meeting  of  1887,  and  to-night  the  Club  has 
a  record  of  a  seventh  of  a  century  behind  it. 

As  a  traveler  who  is  about  to  make  a  journey  into  the 
darkness  hesitates,  because  he  knows  not  what  is  before  him, 
so  your  historian  trembles  at  the  outset  of  a  "  journey,"  which 
must  be  continued  as  a  spiritual  one.  To  him,  as  he  looks 
down  the  "corridors  of  time,"  not  pedestals  and  busts,  but 
living  forms  appear — the  "Mermaid"  is  young  again,  the 
laughter  is  buoyant  and  plentiful,  good  feeling  is  bubbling 
over,  hope  is  the  watchword,  and  The  Mermaid  Club  is 
pressing  forward,  "  with  the  world  before  it  where  to  choose, 
and  Providence  its  guide." 

The  course  of  The  Mermaid  Club  from  its  inception  to 
the  present  hour  has  been  an  unruffled  one,  "its  ways  have 
been  ways  of  pleasantness,"  and  all  "  its  paths,"  have  been 
those  "of  peace."  Indeed,  so  tranquil  has  been  its  course, 
and  so  gentle  its  channel,  that  it  is  doubtful  if  the  world  out- 
side the  Club  members  and  friends  knew  of  its  existence  in  its 
early  years;  if  so,  certainly  those  outside  the  "fold  "  knew 
little  of  its  intents  and  purposes. 

The  Mermaid  Club  owes  its  being  to  the  genius  and 
changeless  devotion  of  its  founder  and   friend — 

Founder. 

Henry  bpackman  Pancoast. 
During  the   summer  of  1877,  while  at   Point   Pleasant, 
N.  J.,  the  subject  was  broached  and   discussed,  of  the  prac- 
ticability of  organizing  a  society    in    connection    with    the 
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"Band  of  St.  Michael,"  a  parish  organization  of 
St.  Michael's  P.  E.  Church,  of  Germantown,  Pa. 
Miss  Agnes  M.  Lambdin,  who  founded,  and  who  for  many 
years  had  successfully  carried  on  the  work  of  the  "  Band," 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  something  must  be  provided 
for  the  older  members  of  that  organization,  who  by  reason  of 
the  constitutional  limit,  were  obliged  to  resign  from  active 
membership  when  they  had  reached  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
It  was  felt  also  that  boys  of  fifteen,  sixteen  and  seven- 

Ho  e  a  d     *een  years  °f  aSe  should  be  encouraged  to  employ 

Object       their  spare  hours  in  pursuits  which  should  develop 

u  '   them  both  morally  and  mentally. 

The    consideration   of   the    scheme    suggested    at   Point 

Pleasant,   was  taken  up  again  in   the  fall  of    1877,   and   the 

organization  of  a  Literary  Society  decided  upon.      Tradition 

hath  it,  that  this  decision  was   reached   on  the  west  side  of 

Morton    Street,   between    Johnson    Street  and    Mr.    Dunn's 

stable — upon   the    historic  battlefield  of   Germantown — and 

upon  which,  so  far  as  the  writer  knows,  the  exact  spot  has  not 

yet  been  more  definitely  located.      A  meeting  was  called  for 

the  discussion  of  the  plan,  and  those  members  of  the  "  Band 

of  St.  Michael"  supposed  to  be  interested,  were   invited  to 

Preliminary    meet  at  Miss   Lambdin' s  house,  211, — now  221 

Meeting.  Price  Street,  on  Friday  evening,  October  5,  1877. 
Those  present  at  this  meeting  were  Miss  Agnes  M.  Lambdin, 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Charles  M.  Levis,  William  Sergeant, 
J.  Fred.  Thomas,  and  Morris  Stout. 
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At  the  second  preliminary  meeting,  held  at  the  house  of 

Charles  S.    Pancoast,   Esq.,   East  Johnson   Street,  the  plans 

of  the  new  organization   were   further  discussed 

Organization.  . 

and  determined.    A  work  to  be  read  was  selected, 

and  a  presiding  officer  was  elected.     The  preliminaries  having 

now  been   arranged,  the  first  meeting  for  actual  work    was 

called  for  Friday  evening,  October  19,  1877,  at  the  house  of 

J.  Fred.  Thomas,  East  Pastorious  Street — the  selection  being 

part  of  Shakespeare's    "King  Henry  IV.    Part  II,"  in  the 

reading  of  which  all  present  took  part,  each  member  taking 

one  or  more  characters. 

During   the  season  of  1877-' 78,  the   reading  was  most 

,,,  r   varied   in   character,  and  ranged  from  the  light- 

Character  of  »  o  o 

First  Season's  est    fiction,    to    the    deepest    and   most   difficult 

Work.  .  1 

tragedy. 
The  organization  of  the  Club  during  its  first  year  was  of 
the    simplest    form.      During  the  early   part  of  the  season, 
Conduct       Henry  S.  Pancoast  served  as  President  and  Sec- 
of  Meetings.   retary  ;  late  in  the  season  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  Secretary.     The   President  presided  at  the  meet- 
ings and  selected  all  works  to  be  read.     The  Secretary  kept 
the  "  minutes,"  and  notified  members  of  the  place  of  meet- 
committee    ing-     The  Club  met  at  several  of  the   members' 
on  Meetings,  houses  in  turn,  and  those  members  who  volunteered 
the  use  of  their  houses  constituted  the  Committee  on  Meetings. 
For  a  short  time,  the  new  organization  was  known  as  the 
"Literary   Society," — or   as   the   "Literary  Society   of  the 
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Band,"  but  the  name  proving  to  be  both  unwieldy 
and  misleading,  its  use  was  discontinued,  and  by 
resolution  the  name,  "The  Mermaid  Club,"  was  adopted. 

Those  who  may  be  interested  in  the  selection  of  the 
name  are  referred  to  the  admirable  "  History  of  the  Club," 
by  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  which  appeared  in  the  "Mermaid 
Inn,"  for  1882,  and  to  "The  Record  of  a  Reading  Club," 
which  appeared  in  pamphlet  form  in  1888. 

The  Club  motto  selected  with  the  name,  was  "  Ventilare 
scintillam"  (Kindle  the  spark),  and  the  colors,  Purple  and 
Motto  and  Yellow.  Upon  the  first,  and  upon  many  suc- 
Coiors.  ceeding  anniversaries  of  the  Club,  badges  of  the 
colors,  provided  by  the  kindness  of  Miss  Mary  E.,  and  Miss 
Martha  M.  Pancoast,  were  proudly  displayed  by  the  mem- 
bers. 

During  the  first  season  the  attendance  at  the  Club  meet- 
ings was  as  uncertain  as  a  thermometer  in  March  weather.  It 
Attendance  varied  from  high  to  low,  with  absurd  irregularity, 
at  Meetings.  jror  several,  the  trial  heats  had  proved  too  much, 
with  others  the  pace  bore  heavily.  "At  length  it  became  a 
question  whether  the  Club  could  survive  its  first  season. 
Those  who  had  come  up  as  mushrooms  in  the  night,  like 
them  had  disappeared  with  the  morning  sun.  Like  parasites 
in  ungenialsoil,  they  had  withered  away  :  But  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit  being, — "  Love, —  Joy, —  Peace, —  Long-suffering, ' ' — 
the  few  who  had  the  vital  interest  of  the  Club  at  heart,  could 
not  be  discouraged.     Though  they  knew  it  not,  let  us  think 

13 


they  were  the  appointed  agents  of  that  All  Wise  Power,  which 
shapes  and  directs  the  destinies  of  man. 

Early  in  the  first  season  of  the  Club,  it  was  decided  that 
it  would  be  unwise  to  attempt  to  carry  on  the  work  during  the 
warm  weather,  and  after  careful  deliberation  it  was  concluded 
First  to  hold  the  closing  meeting  for  the  season,  May 
Anniversary.  I7?  iS'jS,  at  the  house  of  Charles  S.  Pancoast, 
Esq.,  East  Johnson  Street.  Earnest  efforts  were  made  to 
make  this  meeting  a  special  one.     An  "Ode"   in 

Ode  to  the  G         l 

Mermaid  honor  of  the  Club  was  composed  and  read ;  the 
members  gave  readings  from  "  Twelfth  Night ;" 
"King  Henry  IV,"  Part  II,  and  "Julius  Caesar."  Miss 
Agnes  M.  Lambdin  read  Tennyson's  "  Morte  d'  Arthur;" 
refreshment  for  both  mind  and  body  was  furnished,  and  the 
anniversary  closed  with  every  one  pleased  with  the  season 
ended,  and  eager  for  the  work  of  the  new  year  to  come.  To 
those  who  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  first  anniversary 
of  "  The  Mermaid  Club,"  no  word  will  be  required  to  under- 
stand the  sympathy  and  affection  the  surviving  members 
cherish  for  each  other.  We  have  grown  old  together.  The 
perfume  of  the  flowers  which  generous  hands  had  so 
bountifully  supplied  upon  that  occasion,  will  linger  so  long 
as  the  appreciation  of  all  that  "  is  good,  and  true,  and  beau- 
tiful," shall  last.  Let  us  believe  that  those  of  us  present  on 
that  occasion  who  have  left  us  for  a  while,  may  with  us  now 
rejoice, — though  more  perfectly.  Let  us  pray  that  the  influ- 
ence and  blessed  memory  of  those  whom  now  we  see  not,  may 


so  affect  our  lives,  that  our  every  remembrance  of  them  will 
be  with  prayers  of  thanksgiving.  Let  us  so  live,  that  each 
new  anniversary  will  be  a  deeper  and  a  closer  communion. 

We  have  dwelt  somewhat  minutely  upon  the  details  ot 
the  organization  of  the  early'"  Mermaid  Club,"  to  give  a 
clearer  insight  into  the  work  which  it  had  laid  out  for  itself  to 
do.  The  simple  rule  which  the  Club  had  adopted  at  its  foun- 
standard  of  dation,  that  everything  read  should  be  thoroughly 
Work-  standard  in  character,  was  for  the  most  part  rigidly 
adhered  to.     The  reading  was  done  by  the  members  in  turn, 

Mode  of  — or  *n  ^ie  case  °^  plays>  one  or  more  parts  were 
Conducting  assigned  to  each.  The  composition  and  style  of 
eetmgs.  a  worj^ — foe  interpretation  of  a  reading, — and 
the  pronunciation  of  a  word,  were  points  which  the  members 
were  expected  to  criticise, — and  to  the  present  hour  no  mem- 
ber of  the  "Mermaid"  would  feel  that  the  Club  was  doing 
its  work,  if  these  matters  were  overlooked. 

By  experience  one  gains  confidence.     The  eternal  spirit 

of  progress  forces  men  onward.     Those  who  were  content  to 

be  able  to  read  intelligently  in  1877,  in  1S79  yearned  to  cross 

their  swords  in  debate.     On  February  27,  1870, 

First  Debate. 

The  Mermaid  Club  took  sides  in  its  first  debate. 
Although  The  Mermaid  Club  has  held  many  "debates," 
debating  has  never  been  one  of  its  most  prominent  features. 
Apart  from  individual  reasons  which  have  prevented  The  Mer- 
maid Club  from  becoming  a  "  good  all  round  "  debating  club, 
those  in  charge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Club  have  always  kept 
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prominently  in  the  foreground  the  fact, — that  "  The  Mer- 
maid "  is  a  Reading  Club, — and  that  debating  and  other 
features  were  meant  to  be  supplemental  only. 

The  seed  which   was  sown  at  the  closing  anniversary  of 

the  Club's  first  season,  took  deep  root,  and   blossomed  into 

._,.  "The  Mermaid  Inn,"   at  the  second  anniversary 

•'The  J 

Mermaid        in  1879.      "'The  Mermaid  Inn,"   was  a  magazine 
Inn'"  to   which  the   members  of  the  Club  contributed 

papers,  and  which  included  an  editorial,  the  Secretary's 
Report,  and  such  scintillations  as  the  editors  and  others  were 
pleased  to  contribute. 

"The  Mermaid  Inn,"  became  the  most  prominent 
feature  at  the  annual  "  closing  meetings  "  of  the  Club,  and 
was  looked  for  with  eager  interest,  both  by  the  members  and 
the  friends  of  the  Club.  "The  Mermaid  Inn,"  appeared 
annually  from  1879  to  1888  inclusive,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued because  it  was  thought  its  preparation  required  more 
time  than  the  Club  could  conscientiously  give  to  it. 

Perhaps  no  feature  of  "  The  Mermaid,"  has  given  more 
genuine    pleasure    to   its   members    and    friends   than    "The 
Mermaid   Inn."     To   the   older   members  of  The  Mermaid 
Club   a  light  has  gone   out.     May  we   not  hope 
..  The  and  expect  that  by  those  who  come  after,  a  new 

Mermaid       and  enlarged   edition  of  "The   Mermaid   Inn," 
shall  be  issued,  and  that  the  ability  and  pertin- 
acity of  the  Club  shall  carry  it  forward  indefinitely  ? 

Early  in  1881  The  Mermaid  Club  gave  the  first  of  a  series 
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of  Private  Receptions,  which  became  very  popular  with  the 
First  Private  Club  members.  On  the  evening  of  Feb.  14, 
Reception.  !S8i,  Mr.  John  Foster  Kirk  gave  a  reading  from 
"Hamlet,"  and  two  other  Private  Receptions  were  given 
during  the  same  season. 

The  custom  still  continues  of  having  three  Receptions 
in  each  Club  year.  Among  the  many  distinguished  gentle- 
men who  have  honored  the  Club  may  be  mentioned  : — Charles 
S.  Pancoast,  Esq.,  John  K.  Murphy,  D.  D.,  Mr.  Herbert 
Welsh,  Prof.  Henry  Carvill  Lewis,  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq., 
Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq.,  Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams, 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Esq.,  Prof.  Spencer  Trotter,  Prof.  John 
Wescott,  Mr.  James  H.  Penniman,  Mr.  John  Stewartson, 
Mr.  William  H.  Kirk,  Mr.  Richard  Harding  Davis,  Mr. 
Henry  Hobart  Brown,  and  others. 

From  Private  Receptions  to   Public  Receptions  was  but 

one  step,  and  the  next  natural  one.     On  March   16,  1882, 

First  Public    tne  first  Public  Reception  given  by  The  Mermaid 

Reception.     Qub  was  heid  jn  t]ie  tt  Sunday-school  Building  " 

of  St.  Michael's  Church,  Morton  Street,  above  Haines  Street. 

Upon  this  occasion  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh  gave  a  lecture, 
entitled, — "  The  Causes  of  the  French  Revolution." 

Both  Private  and  Public  Receptions  continue  prominent 
features  of  the  Mermaid  Club. 

Among  those  whom  the  Club  delights  to  remember  in 
connection  with  its  Public  Receptions,  are  to  be  recorded  : — 
Mr.    Charles   H.    Spencer,    Mr.    Nathan  Haskell   Dole,   Mr. 
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Harrison  S.  Morris,  Mr.  N.  Dubois  Miller,  Mr.  J.  Levering 
Jones,  Mr.  M.  Harvey  Liddell,  Rev.  Wm.  Ely,  Rev.  John  R. 
Moses,  Prof.  Felix  E.  Shelling,  Judge  Henry  Reed,  and  others. 

The  simple  organization  which  the  Club  adopted  at  its 
foundation  sufficed  it,  so  long  as  the  requirements  and  tastes 
The  Growth  of  its  members  remained  as  simple  as  at  the 
of  the  ciub.  beginning.  But  the  desires  of  the  Club  members 
were  expanding,  and  the  composition  of  the  Club  was  becom- 
ing more  complex.  The  members,  who  in  1877  hesitated  to 
read  aloud,  were  now  writing  for  "The  Mermaid  Inn.' 

The  Mermaid  Club  was  becoming  known  to  the  outside 

world,   and  it  became   a  question  whether  the  Club  should 

r   restrict  its  membership.     At  this  juncture  it  was 

Question  of  *■  J 

Restricting  decided  to  draught  a  Constitution  for  the  Club, 
Membership.  an(j  a  commjttee  to  prepare  the  same  was  elected. 

This  committee  presented  its  report  early  in  the  fall  of  1882, 
and  after  mature  deliberation  it  was  unanimously  adopted  for 
Constitution  tne  guidance  of  the  Club.  The  Constitution 
Adopted,  adopted,  defined  the  offices  of  the  Club,  and  the 
mode  of  electing  those  to  fill  them.  Matters  of  detail,  such 
as  meeting  night,  place  of  meeting,  etc.,  became  fixed  ;  lack 
of  order,  became  order. 

The  Executive  Committee,  to  which  the  affairs  of  the 
Club  were  virtually  entrusted,  assumed  control.  Works  to 
Executive  be  read,  and  questions  to  be  debated,  were 
Committee,  selected  by  the  Executive  Committee,  who  also 
made  arrangements  for  and  superintended  all  receptions. 
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Looking  backward,  one  might  say  that  the  constitution 
of  1882  was  too  rigid — indeed,  in  some  particulars  it  proved 
prohibitory — but  there  is  no  gainsaying  the  fact,  that  the 
Effect  of  the  Club  leaped  forward  with  a  bound  ;  dead  wood 
Constitution.  %vas  cut  0ut,  and  refractory  wood  was  trimmed. 
The  average  attendance  at  the  Club  meetings,  which  had  been 
58  per  cent,  in  1S81,  jumped  to  67  per  cent,  in  1882,  and  in 
1884  advanced  to  89  per  cent.  It  will  be  understood,  of 
course,  that  a  high  average  attendance  is  not  everything,  but 
unless  the  average  attendance  of  the  members  of  an  organiza- 
tion, such  as  The  Mermaid  Club  is,  is  good,  the  members 
"  interest  "  can  be  of  little  practical  value. 

The  Mermaid  Club  had  now  become  more  systematic. 
The  desultory  manner  of  reading  which  the  Club  had  pur- 
sued from  the  beginning  of  its  work,  no  longer  satisfied  its 
members.  Flitting  from  flower  to  flower,  and  sipping  the 
sweets  thereof,  at  the  best  was  but  superficial.  The  Club  had 
advanced  to  a  point  where  it  desired  to  know  the  cause,  as 
well  as  the  effect. 

In  1883  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Club  presented, 

for  the  first  time,  a  definite  course  of  reading  upon  a  special 

subject — entitled  "The  Elizabethan  Period,"  — 

First  Definite  .  *  . 

Course  of     the  reading  of  which  was  closely  followed.    I  here- 
Reading     after  the  Executive  Committee  annually  presented 

Adopted.  ....  '  .. 

a  course  of  reading  for  the  season,  and  generally 
presented  a  full  report  at  the  opening  meeting  in  each  sea- 
son. 
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In  1884  the  paramount  idea  in  the  mind  of  The  Mer- 
maid Club  was  to  broaden  its  scope  and  perpetuate  its  influ- 
ence. The  directing  mind  in  The  Mermaid  Club  conceived 
the  idea  that  there  should  be  a  Club  within  the  Club,  a 
sphere  within  a  sphere,  which,  like  the  "  volvox  Globator," 
when  it  throws  off  its  aged  covering,  exposes  a  fac  simile  of 
itself  in   youthful  vigor.      By  this  means  it   was 

Organization  .... 

of  the       hoped  to  insure  present  and  future  activity  in  the 
Mermaid     Club.     In   1 884  the  junior  organization  of  The 

Juniors. 

Mermaid   Club   was  consummated.     During  the 

first  season  the  following  enrolled  themselves  as  members  of 

the  junior   body  :   G.    E.  Wagner,  L.  L.  Bland,   John  Best, 

r.u    Charles    F.    Cochrane,    Tacob    Gundlach,    Louis 

Officers  of  the  '     J 

junior       Hoser,   Martin    Richardson  and    Earnest    Wray. 
organization.  G     Ehvood   Wagner    served   as    President,    and 

Lorenzo  L.  Bland  as  Secretary. 

The    same    general    rules    which   guided  the   affairs    of 

the    senior    organization,    were   also   applied    to   the    junior 

branch — except  that  the  work  to  be  done  by   the  "  Junior 

Method  of      Mermaid,"    was    outlined    by    a   joint    Exec- 

Conducting  utive   Committee,  composed  of  members  of  each 

Work  of  the  .  ,      /■  L.1  tv  ,  r 

junior  organization ;  and  further,  that  a  member  of 
Organization,  the  senior  organization,  delegated  for  the  purpose, 
was  required  to  be  present  at  each  meeting  of  the"  Juniors." 
The  junior  branch  of  The  Mermaid  Club  was  continued 
during  1884,  1885,  1886  and  1887,  with  varying  degrees  of 
success. 
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At  length  it  was  felt  that  "  the  party  of  the  first  part  " 
had  burdened  itself  with  a  duty  which  it  could  not  live  up  to, 
— as  to  the  "  party  of  the  second  part,"  its  members  had 
long  ceased  to  be  "  tadpoles,"  and  were  beginning  to  croak 
vehemently. 

In  1888  The  Mermaid  Club  decided  to  discontinue  the 
junior  organization.  It  was  felt  that  to  admit  the  junior 
_.  ,      ~       c  members  into  full  membership  in  the  Club,  would 

Disbanding  of  1  7 

the  Mermaid  be   but    to    lower    the    Club's    standard.       One 
juniors.      may  jump  down  from  any  height,  but  to  jump  up 

is  another  matter,  and  the  inevitable  result  would  have  been 
as  indicated.  It  is  man's  duty  to  do  as  much  good  as  he 
possibly  can  to  his  fellow-man — without  doing  harm  to  him- 
self. To  abdicate  one's  self  is  the  prerogative  of  God.  The 
Club  could  not  be  warranted  in  making  the  sacrifice ;  it  there- 
fore wisely  concluded  to  disband  the  organization. 

Notwithstanding  its   failure,    The    Mermaid    Club    still 

clings  to  a  belief  that  the  idea,  and  the  results  to  be  gained 

by  such  an  organization,  are  good,  and  it  is  still  a  living  hope 

Needs  for  the  in  the  mind  of  The  Mermaid  Club  that  the  junior 

Successful   society  be  revived.     The  writer  believes  that  if 

Operation  of  a 

Duplex  The  Mermaid  Club  had  an  attractive  abiding 
Organization,  place,  where  one  or  more  junior  organizations 
could  meet  upon  the  same,  or  upon  successive  evenings  \ — 
where  a  good  reference  library  and  a  well -selected  circulating 
library  could  be  secured,  there  would  be  no  limit  to  the  work 
and  the  influence  of  The  Mermaid  Club. 
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The  failure  of  the  Junior  Organization  was  a  severe  dis- 
appointment, but  in  the  natural  order  of  things  obstacles  will 
come,  and  when  they  come,  they  must  be  met.  Though  it 
may  make  no  sign,  the  world  admires  those  who  wrestle  with 
difficulty,  and  will  mentally  applaud  those  who  rise  superior 
in  adversity. 

In  1887  The  Mermaid  Club  set  the  intellectual  pace  in 
Germantown  by  instituting  a  subscription  course  of  Lectures 
_.    __  upon  "  Russian  Literature." 

First  Course        *■ 

of  Public  Six    Lectures    were   given    by    Mr.    Nathan 

Lectures.  Haskell  Dole  upon  successive  Tuesday  evenings  in 
the  Parish  Building  of  St.  Michael's  P.  E.  Church,  beginning 
with  Feb.  15,  1887. 

In  the  year  1888  was  printed  on  "  Mermaid  Lane," 
Chestnut  Hill,  near  the  old  "Mermaid  Tavern,"  "The 
"The  Record  R-ecord  of  a  Reading  Club."  This  pamphlet,  so 
of  a  Reading  happy  in  its  nativity,  was  issued  to  commemorate 
the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  Club,  and  to  preserve 
in  a  convenient  form  the  results  secured,  so  that  they  might 
be  of  service  to  others.  Wherever  received,  this  "  Record  ' 
was  accorded  the  warmest  praise,  and  the  Club  felt  amply 
rewarded  for  the  effort  required  in  its  publication.  By  this 
pamphlet,  The  Mermaid  Club  became  more  widely  and  intelli- 
gently known,  and  among  the  many  who  have  testified  to  the 
Recognition  value  of  it,  and  the  Club  work,  have  been  the  late 
of  the  value    prof  Henry  Carvill  Lewis;   Harlan  H.  Ballard, 

of  the  Club's  _       .  /  _      _  .  ,  ..  . 

work         the    President    of    the    Agassiz    Association ;  the 


Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  the  founder  and  editor  of  "  Lend 
a  Hand  ;  "  our  own  most  graceful  and  lovable  man  of  letters, 
Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  ;  and  the  great  English  poet,  Robert 
Browning. 

Further,  The  Mermaid  Club  has  the  privilege  of  knowing 
that  the  object  for  which  lt  The  Record  of  a  Reading  Club  " 
Results  of  the  was  issued  to  the  public  has  not  been  in  vain. 
Publication  of  Numerous  and    repeated  applications   have  been 

"The  Record  ...  ,  ..   .  .  . 

of  a  Reading  made  for  lt,  and  gratifying  instances  of 
ciub."  kindred  work  being  undertaken,  have  been 
recorded.  In  Philadelphia,  in  Baltimore,  in  Johnstown,  Pa., 
in  Michigan,  in  Colorado,  and  elsewhere,  similar  organiza- 
tions, inspired  by  the  example  and  enthusiasm  of  The  Mer- 
maid Club,  have  been  started,  and  it  is  believed  that  such 
work,  if  undertaken  seriously,  cannot  but  "triumph  glori- 
ously." 

In  1889,  a  free  course  of  Public  Lectures,  upon  "The 
Present  Condition  of  the  United  States,"  was  given  by  The 

Mermaid  Club,   in  the  Hall  of  the  "Working- 
Second 
Course  of        men's  Club,"  W.  Chelten  Avenue,  Germantown. 

Public  These  Lectures  were  given  weekly,  from  Jan.  5th 

Lectures. 

to  Feb.  19th,  inclusive.  The  course  embraced 
Lectures  upon, — "American  Politics,"  "Civil  Service 
Reform,"  "The  Labor  Question,"  "Socialism  and  Com- 
munism," "Education  in  the  United  States,"  "  Art  in  the 
United  States,"  "Literature  in  the  United  States."  In 
every  particular  this  course  of  Lectures  was   of  the  highest 

23 


order,  and  those  who  attended  it  did  so  with  both  pleasure 
and  profit. 

The  Mermaid  Club  had  now  placed  itself  in  a  position 
of  influence  and  commanding  respect. 

It  became  recognized  as  one  of  the  intellectual  castles  of 

its  native  place.     After  many  days  the  hull  had  burst  and  the 

living  plant  had  appeared.     A  new  star  had  appeared  in  the 

firmament. 

*  *  * 

The  writer  has  now  traced  the  development  of  The  Mer- 
maid Club  from  its  infancy,  and  he  has  endeavored  to  show 
its  natural  and  substantial  growth.  He  cannot  pause  long,  to 
speak  of  the  Club's  present  standing,  nor  of  its  hopes,  or 
future  possibilities.  At  the  best,  he  may  but  indicate  the 
lines  upon  which  The  Mermaid  Club  is  working,  for  the  work 
of  The  Mermaid  Club  cannot  be  compassed  by  a  thought,  or 
be  recorded  at  a  stroke.  It  is  an  endogenous  plant,  which  has 
reached  its  present  proportions  by  many  cycles  of  internal 
development,  and  periodically,  new  acquisitions  are  being 
added  to  its  stores. 

Its  history  cannot  be  written,  for  the  present  leads  ;  nor 
can  its  stock  be  taken,  for  it  is  a  spiritual  quantity, — and 

"  They  who  know  all  the  wealth  they  have,  are  poor, 
He's  only  rich,  who  cannot  tell  his  store." 

The  appendix  containing  an  account  of  the  work  com- 
pleted, will  speak  for  itself.     That  great  sub-stratum  of  work 
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— the  Executive  Committee  meetings,  the  Editorial  meetings, 
and  the  various  committee  meetings,  which  appear  not  upon 
the  "minutes,"  nor  upon  any  of  the  Club  records, — require 
no  mention  : — like  the  piles  which  support  a  structure — it 
is  content  to  remain  unseen  and  unknown. 

No  record  of  the  past  of  The  Mermaid  Club,  no  matter 
how  humble,  could,  however,  be  worthy  the  name,  should  it 
neglect  to  mention  "  The  Ode  to  The  Mermaid  Club," — rich 
in  its  poetic  fancy,  in  its  sparkling  wit,  and  in  its  gentle 
satire; — The  Mermaid  "inns,"  with  their  stores  of  knowl- 
edge of  human  character,  and  of  human  invention  ;  of  grace 
and  beauty  ;  of  laborious  fire  and  energy  ;  — the  courses  of 
members'  lectures  ; — how  real  seem  these  images  : — The 
difficulty  in  the  selection  of  a  subject, — the  confusion  in  com- 
position,— the  wrestle  with  diffidence, — the  flush  of  a  modest 
success  : — for  who  would  flow  along  as  an  insipid  stream, 
and  never  rise  to  the  "  virtue  of  an  inequality." 

Nor  may  we  pass,  without  recording  the  adoption  of  a 
new  and  improved  constitution,  which  emphasizes  the  wisdom 
shown  by  the  Club  in  the  acceptance  of  a  directing  and  con- 
trolling influence  early  in  its  life. 

Upon  all  these,  and  upon  many  more  incidents  in  the 
Club's  life,  would  your  Historian  linger, — but  he  may  not  close 
without  pausing  to  think  of  those,  who  together  with  us  have 
worked  for  the  welfare  and  the  honor  of  The  Mermaid  Club 
— and  who  "  rest  from  their  labors."  From  the  sacredness 
of  the  soil  they  tilled,  let  us  never  go  backward, — nay,  let  us 
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press  forward  to  the  consummation  of  the  eternal  purposes  of 
God. 

No  word  of  ours  can  add  to  the  dignity  of  a  course  well 
finished  ;  convey  the  depth  of  the  longing  of  the  human  heart ; 
nor  discover  the  nearness,  and  the  fullness  of  the  human  soul. 
Reverence  may  never  become  sacrilege.  Let  us  comfort  our- 
selves with  the  belief,  that  the  best  of  all  that  has  gone  before 
still  lives  ;  that  the  present  is  but  the  substance  of  the  past ; 
that  immortality  is  the  spiritual  quality  which  lives  and  for- 
ever illumines  Creation  : — the  faculty  in  us,  which  selects, 
appreciates,  transmits,  and  preserves  the  attributes  of  the 
infinite.  May  we  recognize  with  the  fullest  thankfulness, 
that  the  spirit  of  devotion  and  earnestness  which  has  charac- 
terized The  Mermaid  Club  from  its  beginning,  has  preserved 
its  purity ; — that  over  the  confusion  of  the  outside  world,  its 
bright  beacon  shines  undimmed  ; — let  us  pray  that  this  spirit 
shall  lighten  its  environment  with  the  brightness  of  the 
firmament ; — endure  as  the  glory  of  the  stars  of  heaven ; — 
and  as  a  fixed  star,  so  may  it  continue  constant  forever  and 
ever. 

With  an  affectionate  adieu  to  the  reminiscences  of  the 
past,  the  writer  would  now  invite  your  attention  to  the  work 
which  he  humbly  believes  The  Mermaid  Club  should  prepare 
itself  to  do  for  the  future.  "The  past"  has  poured  unnum- 
bered blessings  upon  the  head  of  The  Mermaid  Club ; — the 
"  Present  "  asks  that  the  loan  shall  be  repaid  with  the  increase. 
To  The  Mermaid  Club, — the  past  has  given  knowledge  to  the 
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ignorant, — has  given  confidence  to  the  uncertain, — has  made 
the  weak,  strong, — has  made  the  improbable,  probable.  It 
has  given  new  hopes  and  aspirations  to  many,  it  has  brought 
/;;/measurable  pleasure  to  all  who  have  been  numbered  with  its 
company,  it  has  served  as  a  refining  fire,  purifying  souls 
designed  to  live  forever  : — 

The  question  to  be  considered  is  not  a  trifling  one,  and 
the  answer  must  be  as  serious  and  adequate  as  the  query  is 
pointed  and  imperative. 

During    the    fifteen    (15)    years  of  its    existence,    The 

Mermaid     Club    has    had    71    selected    members    upon    its 

.  roll:   it    has    held  a   total   of   zt.q    regular  Club 

Summary   of  }  u  ° y  ° 

the  club's  meetings,  the  total  attendance  of  the  active  mem- 
Work'  bers  of  the  Club  at  which  has  been  4366,  making 
an  average  attendance  for  the  period  covering  the  Club's  life 
of  8  active  members  at  each  meeting.  During  the  same 
period  The  Mermaid  Club  has  read  critically  431  separate 
articles;  has  taken  part  in  30  debates,  has  given  35  lectures 
by  active  members  at  the  Club  meetings,  has  given  19  private 
receptions,  has  given  17  public  receptions,  has  given  two 
courses  of  public  lectures.  "In  labors  it  has  been  most 
abundant."  Through  the  instrumentality  of  The  Mermaid 
Club,  the  maiden  effort  of  many,  whom  we  believe  are 
destined  to  "  write  their  names  upon  their  country's  page," 
was  made.  The  Mermaid  Club  has  always  been  willing  "  to 
give  and  take."  It  has  had  no  sympathy  with  an  intellectual 
gluttony  which  gorges  itself  to  the  destruction  of  its  useful- 
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ness.     It    despiseth  narrow  ends  and   selfish   interests.      Its 
practice  in  all  things  hath  been,  that — 

"  It  is  not  what  one  gives,  but  what  one  shares" — 
"  For  all  are  needed  by  each  one, 
Nothing  is  fair  or  good  alone." 

Let  us  then  stop  talking  about  the  "  brotherhood  of 
man,"  and  believe  in  it,  and  practice  it.  "  Do  noble  deedsr 
not  dream  them  all  day  long,"  for  we  ourselves  "brought 
nothing  into  this  world,"  and  the  possession  of  unusual 
advantages,  or  of  unusual  ability,  should  make  the  holder  only 
more  reverent  and  humble — for  he  is  charged  with  a  trust 
upon  which  the  interest  must  be  paid.  Let  us  remember  that 
there  can  be  no  charity  in  an  inequality  ;  that  in  the  economy 
of  righteousness,  graduation  is  unknown  ;  that  we  are  all  cast 
in  the  same  mould,  and  that  the  soul  of  the  universe  is  God. 
While  we  may,  let  us  realize  that  the  greatest  thing  on  this 
earth  is  man,  and  that  the  greatest  duty  to  the  Creator  must 
be  through  man.  The  Mermaid  Club,  if  it  could,  would  not 
revolutionize  the  existing  conditions  of  the  human  mind.  Its 
desire  is  to  shine,  so  that  fellow  beings,  with  kindred  thoughts 
and  desires,  may  be  attracted  by  its  light.  Its  purpose  and 
hope  is,  to  help  those  who  are  deficient  in  aids  and  opportu- 
nities, who  hold  the  "  faculty  divine." 

The  happiest  mortal  is  he  who  has  the  fewest  wants,  and 
a  person  satisfied  with  his  place  and  mental  development  is 
the  happiest  of  mankind,  no   matter  what  the  stage  of  that 
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development  may  be.  "  'Tis  folly  '  to  seek  to  acquire  by 
mortal  means  what  has  been  denied  one  by  spiritual — for 
appreciation  is  instinctive,  or  it  is  nothing.  Progress  is  the 
most  one  may  hope  for  in  this  life.  Perfection  is  the  devel- 
opment of  a  future  life. 

The  desire  of  The  Mermaid  Club  is,  that  its  members, 
wherever  their  lot  be  cast,  may  serve  as  intellectual  radiators, 
so  that  the  warmth  of  their  enthusiasm  may  start  congenial 
germs  into  life.  Indeed,  this  is  the  great  end  for  which  The 
Mermaid  Club  is  working.  The  writer  believes  that  the 
work  of  The  Mermaid  Club  does  not  begin  nor  end  with 
the  Club  meetings.  However  desirable  and  pleasant  they 
may  be,  they  must  be  considered  but  as  means  to  an  end. 

The  great  intellectual  advance,  which  will  sweep  slavery 
and  barbarism  from  the  earth  in  the  Twentieth  Century  will, 
in  the  Twenty-first  Century,  place  humanity  upon  an  intellec- 
tual plane  which  it  never  occupied  before.  The  Mermaid 
Club  is  a  part  of  the  movement  by  which  this  change  is  to  be 
effected.  The  All  Wise  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth  projects 
his  purposes  through  vast  areas  of  time.  The  arbitrary  records 
of  the  great  events  in  the  development  of  the  race,  mark  but 
the  ripening  of  the  fruit, — who  can  tell  the  planting  of  the 
seed? 

The  spirit  of  The  Mermaid  Club  is  a  finite  part  of  an 
atmosphere,  which  shall  envelop  the  earth  in  an  age  when 
The  Mermaid  Club  shall  have  passed  away.  Therefore,  let 
its  members  live  and  work  with  a  full  sense  of  their  responsi- 
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bility  and  duty.  The  countless  blessings  which  mankind 
enjoy,  were  fought  for  by  men  who  long  since  have  vanished 
from  the  earth.  Shall  we,  in  the  slightest  degree,  undervalue 
our  inheritance?  Let  us  cast  away  all  doubts  and  misgivings  ; 
let  us  seek  the  happy  valley,  whose  gentle  slopes  are  watered 
by  the  "milk  of  human  kindness;"  whose  shadows  are 
brightened  by  the  smiles  of  the  "  eternal  goodness  ;  "  whose 
inhabitants  lack  both  wealth  and  the  desire  for  it  ;  where 
every  man  is  the  monarch  of  his  own  domain  and  the  equal 
of  his  fellows;  where  favor,  and  fortune,  and  "society"  are 
in  their  proper  sphere, — as  buckles  on  the  harness, — for,  my 
friends,  what  is  the  noblest  type  of  manhood?  Is  it  not  he, 
who  in  all  lowliness  and  without  favor,  strives  against  great 
odds,  and  reverently  carries  his  purpose  to  a  successful  basis  ? 
Such,  my  friends,  has  been  the  path  along  which  The  Mer- 
maid Club  has  travelled.  Its  growth  has  been,  "first  the 
blade,  then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear."  The 
design  of  The  Mermaid  Club  hath  been  to  drive  away  all 
"  murky  clouds,"  to  make  life  healthier. 

However  short  of  the  mark  it  has  fallen,  "  its  aim  has 
been  always  heavenward,  to  serve  its  God  and  country.' 
May  one  not,  in  all  humility,  appreciate  that  in  which  he  has 
failed  not  ?  Let  us  not,  "  like  dumb  driven  cattle,"  live,  with 
no  "  pride  of  ancestry,  and  with  no  hope  of  posterit}."  Let 
us  "be  up  and  doing."  If  we  be  not  alive,  then  must  we  be 
dead, — for  cessation  of  usefulness  is  death. 

Let  us  remember,  that  it  is  not  knowledge,  but  the  use  of 
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it,  which  is  power.  That  conservatism  without  discretion  is 
either  cowardice  or  lack  of  ability.  Let  us  push  through  this 
haze  of  uncertainty.  We  may  not  "envelop  ourselves  in  a 
cloak"  of  self-sufficiency  "and  live  in  reminiscences."  No 
man  has  the  right  to  assume  that  work  completed,  will  relieve 
him  from  responsibility  for  work  which  should  be  done.  The 
past  is  always  a  completed  issue, — the  future  a  living  one. 
One  may  not  rest  upon  his  laurels,  else  laurels  will  not  befit 
him.  The  Mermaid  Club  takes  no  credit  to  itself  for  work 
finished.  To  the  genius  of  its  founder,  and  to  the  devotion 
of  its  members,  it  has  been  enabled  to  survive  these  many 
years.  But  the  future  is  inviting  it  to  larger  fields,  bidding  it 
"go  up  higher,"  demanding  that  it  shall  bear  fruit  in  ratio 
to  the  seed  given  unto  it.  My  friends,  "  what  are  we  going 
to  do  about  it?"  Shall  we  "sit  idle  all  the  daylong?" 
Shall  The  Mermaid  Club  hide  itself  in  the  shadow  of  buildings 
less  perfect — lounge  lazily  while  the  sun  is  high — cheat  God 
by  an  aimless  existence  ?     Shall  it  ' '  bury  its  talent  ?  ' ' 

The  command  to  the  Israel  of  God,  forever  is — "that 
they  go  forward."  It  is  the  injunction  reverberating  down 
the  ages,  whose  ultimatum  and  compass  alone  is  eternity.  It 
is  the  breath  of  myriads  of  liberated  spirits,  who  passed 
through  the  "fiery  furnace"  and  were  not  consumed.  It  is 
the  high  altar  of  conception, — where  honesty,  fidelity  to  con- 
viction, unflinching  courage,  unswerving  devotion,  conse- 
crated ambition,  surround,  and  revolve  around, — as  the  celes- 
tial satellites, — the  sun — its  Righteousness. 
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Fellow  members — I  believe  that  The  Mermaid  Club  shall- 
have  missed  the  high  mark  at  which  it  aimed,  if  it  becomes 
not  an  institution  to  which  unborn  Germantown  shall  point 
out,  as  one  of  the  most  precious  gifts  within  its  keeping.  It 
is  high  time,  and  pre-eminently  appropriate,  that  at  a  cross- 
road of  our  journey,  we  halt  to  consider, — whether  we  shall 
pursue  "  the  even  tenor  of  our  way,"  or  whether — by  a  tan- 
gent we  shall  mark  an  epoch,  and  advance  to  greater  useful- 
ness. 

A  country  fair  to  look  upon  is  spread  before  you, — a  land 
of  fertile  fields  with  generous  promises  ; — of  pleasant  streams 
to  gladden  man's  heart ; — of  refreshing  groves  to  soothe  his 
soul ; — an  earthly  Paradise  ; — where  those  who  toil  honestly 
throughout  the  day,  may  rest  amid  fond  memories,  and  enjoy 
with  a  contented  mind,  the  serene  and  peaceful  recompense 
of  fruitful  years, — and  with  the  assurance  : — that  from  this, 
may  not  "height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature  "  sepa- 
rate them.  The  decision  rests  with  you — will  "ye  enter  into 
it  and  possess  it. 


>  i 
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APPENDIX 


List  of  Works  Read 


1877-1878 


King  Henry  IV,  Part  II,  Shakspeare 

Selections  from  Dickens 

Selections  from  Lowell 

Julius  Qesar,  Shakspeare 

The  Talisman,  Sir  l!  alter  Scott 

Twelfth  Night,  Shakspeare 

Much  Ado  about  Nothing, 

Shakspeare 
The  Ancient  Mariner,  Coleridge 
Rip  Van  Winkle,  Irving 


Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow,  Irving 
Horatius,  Macaulay 
Christmas  Shadows 
Battle  of  Lake  Regillus,  Macatday 
Guests  from  Gibbet  Island,  Irving 
The  Engulfed  Convent,  Irving 
The  Phantom  Island,  Irving 
Macbeth,  Shakspeare 
Fable  of  the  Jackal  and  the  Alli- 
gator    (from     Old      Deacon 
Days),  Frere 


1878-1879 


Selections  from  Pickwick  Papers, 

Dickens 
The  Last  of  the  Abencerrages  (Tales 

of  the  Alhambra),  Irving 
The  Hunting  of  the  Snark,  Carroll 
Selections     from    Coupon     Bonds, 


/ 


T.  Trowbridge 


Selections  from  Tales  of  a  Grand- 
father, Scott 

The  Lady  of  Shalott,  Tennyson 

The  Chimera  (Wonder  Book), 
Hazuthorne 

A  Fight  with  a  Trout,  Warner 

The  Tempest,  Shakspeare 
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The  Merchant  of  Venice,  Shakspeare 

Virginius,  Macaulay 

Marmion,  Scott 

The  Boarding  House,  Dickens 

Introductory  Essay  to  Sir  T.  Malory's 
Morte  d' Arthur 

Lancelot  and  Elaine,  Tennyson 

The  Legend  of  the  Moor's  Legacy, 
Irving 

The  Avenger,  DeQuincy 

Guinevere,   Tennyson 

Gov.  Manco  and  the  Soldier,  Irving 

Elegy  in  a  Country  Churchyard,  Gray 

The  Raven,  Poe 

Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,  Shaks- 
peare 

The  Ghost  of  a  Head,  Harper's 
Monthly 

Fisher's  Ghost,  Harper's  Monthly 

Selections  from  David  Copperfield, 
Dickens 


Selections  from  Green's  History  of 
the  English  People,  relating  to 
the  origin  of  the  Idyls  of  the 
King 

The  Courtin  (Bigelow  Papers), 
Loioell 

The  Sad  Lot  of  Eliphalet  Knott, 
Lowell 

Mountaineering  in  the  Sierra- 
Nevada,  C.  King 

Every  Man  his  own  Poet,  W.  H. 
Mullock 

Extract  from  Sense  and  Sensibility, 
Jane  Austin 

The  Blessed  Damozel,  Rosetti 

Scenes  in  a  Boarding  House,  Henry 
James,  Jr. 

Selections  from  Much  Ado  about 
Nothing,  Shakspeare 

Selections  from  Midsummer  Night's 
Dream,  Shakspeare 


1879-1880 


Enoch  Arden,  Tennyson 

Enoch  Arden  Boiled  Down,  G. 
Smith 

Midsummer  Night's  Dream,  Shaks- 
peare 

CEnone,  Tennyson 

Dieam  of  Fair  Women,  Tennyson 

Selections,  John  Ruskin 


Confessions  of  an  English  Opium 

Eater,  De  Quincy 
Selections     from     Widow    Bedott 

Papers,  A.  M.  A'  al 
Christmas  Carol,  Dickens 
Hymn  to  the  Nativity,  Milton 
Murder  Considered  as  a  Fine  Art, 

De  Quincy 
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Locksley  Hall,  Tennyson 

Essay  on  Alfred  Tennyson  (Victo- 
rian Poets),  Stedman 

Selections  from  the  Vicar  of  Wake- 
field, Goldsmith 

Mr.  Blue-Beard,  Thackeray 

A  Leaf  from  my  Sketch  Book, 
Thackeray 

The  Trial  Scene,  from  Pickwick, 
Dickens 

Selections  from  Fitz   Boodle, 
Thackeray 


Hamlet,  Shakspeare 

The  Rhyme  of  the  Duchess  May, 

E.  B.  Browning 
The    Love    of    Alcestis    (from   the 

Earthly  Paradise),  IV.  Morris 
1  he  Princess,  Tennyson 
In  Memoriam,  Tennyson 
Essay  on  Immortality,  Emerson 
Richard  III,  Shakspeare 
Henry     VIII,      Selections     from 

Shakspeare 
Merchant     of    Venice,     Selections 

from,  Shakspeare 


1880-1881 


The  Pig,  Southey 

The  March  to  Moscow,  Southey 

Sir     Patrick    Spens,     Motherwell 's 
Ancient  Minstrelsy 

Mary  Hamilton,  Motherwell' s  Min- 
strelsy 

The  Friar  of  Orders  Gray,  Percy's 
Reliques 

The  Lady  Isabel's  Tragedy,  Percy  s 
Reliques 

Romeo  and  Juliet,  Shakspeare 

Romeo  and  Juliet  (Criticism  on),  W. 
Hazlitt 

Romeo   and  Juliet    (Criticism  on), 
Coleridge 


A  Complaint  of  the  Decay  of  Beg- 
gars in  the  Metropolis,  C.  Lamb 

Comus,  Milton 

Othello(Criticismon),y.J/<rCz*//0Z^-£ 

King  Lear,  Shakspeare 

Criticism  on  King  Lear,  C.  Lamb 

Criticism  on  King  Lear,  W.  Hazlitt 

Criticism  on  Julius  Gesar  (from 
Shakspeare,  his  Mind  and  Art), 
Edward  Dowden 

The  Corsair,  Byron 

A  Deserted  Merman,  Matthew 
Arnold 

On  Vagabonds  (Dreamthorpe), 
Alex.  Smith 


35 


Ode  on  Intimations  of  Immortality, 

/  /  'Mia  in  J I  rords  worth 
A  Man  Without  a  Country,  E.  E. 

Hale 
Morituri  Salutamus,  Longfellow 
The  House  and  the  Brain,  Bulwer 

Lytton 
The  Lady  of  the  Lake,  W.  Scott 


Selections  from  The  Book  of  Bal- 
lads, Bon  Gaidtier 

Selections  from  Rejected  Addresses, 
Horace  and  James  Smith 

Criticism  on  Romeo  and  Juliet, 
McGinn 

Criticism  on  King  Lear  {Plain 
Speaker),  Hazlitt 


Selections  from  Essay  on  Johnson,  Macaulay . 


I88I-I882 


Coriolanus,  Shakspeare 

The  Prophecy  of  Capys,  Macaulay 

The    Luggie    and    Two    Sonnets, 

David  Gray 
The  Guardian  Angel  (from  Men  and 

Women),  Robert  Brazening 
Meeting  at  Night   (from  Men  and 

Women),  Robert  Browning 
Parting  at  Morning  (from  Men  and 

Women),  Robert  Browning 
Luria    (from   Poems  and    Dramas), 

Robert  Browning 


Aylmers  Field,  Tennyson 

Two  Voices,  Tennyson 

Sohrab     and     Rustum,      Matthew 

A r n old 
The  Romaunt  of  the  Page,  E.  B. 

Browning 
Mosquitos,  Win.  Nuttall 
Selections  from  Sonnets,  H.  Cole- 

ridge 
Wreck  of  the  Hesperus,  Longfellow 
The  Poet's  Tale,  Longfellow 
Belfry  of  Bruges,  " 

Light  of  Stars,  " 

Morituri  Salutamus     " 


Prose 

Mr.  H.,  a  Farce,  Chas.  Lamb  Selections  from  "The   Federalist." 

The    Inconvenience    of    Hanging,       Criticism  upon  Coriolanus,  Dowden 

Charhs  Lamb  "  "  "        //'.  Hazlitt 
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Grace  before  Meat,  Charles  Lamb 

Detached  Thoughts  on  Books  and 
Reading,  Charles  Lamb 

Books  of  my  Childhood,  Hartley 
Coleridge 

Part  of  Essay  on  Hamlet,  Hartley 
Coleridge 

Legislative  Division  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States 

Executive  Division  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States 

Selections  from  Cooley,  bearing 
upon  the  Legislative  Division 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 


Eulogy   upon    James   A.  Garfield, 

J.    G.  Blaine 
Selections  from  Memoirs  of  Chas 

Lamb,  T.  Ar.  Talfottrd 
Sketch  of  the  Life  of  Longfellow 
Selections  from  Memorial  Sermons 

on  Longfellow 
Selections  from  Nicholas  Nickleby, 

Dickens 
Selections  from  Our  Show,  Anon. 
What  Some  Women  would  like  to 

Know,  Sat.  Review 
The  Raving,  Charles  E.  Pancoast 


1882-1883 


Law  for  the  Indians  (North  Ameri- 
can Review),  W.  J.  Harsha 

Criticism  upon  Antony  and  Cleopa- 
tra (from  Shakspeare,  his  Mind 
and  Art),  Edw.  Dowden 

Co- Education  of  the  Sexes,  Prof. 
Francis  A.  Jackson 


Fall  of  the  House  of  Usher,  E.A.Poe 
Essay  on  Lord  Clive,  T.B.Macaulay 
Essay    on    Milton,    from    Literary 

Studies,  W.  Bagehot 
Humerous  Selections. 
Ghost  Stories  and  Selections  from 

the  Ingoldsby  Legends 


Selections  from  Green's  History  of  the  English  People — on  Milton. 


Poetry 

Antony  and  Cleopatra,  Shakspeare       Selection    from    the    Merchant    of 
Paradise  Lost  (5  books),  Milton  Venice,  Shakspeare. 

The  Tempest,  Shakspeare. 
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1883-1884 


THE  ELIZABETHAN  PERIOD 


Reign   of  Elizabeth,  Green's  Short 

History  of  the  English  People 
Chapter  on  Manners  of  the  Times, 

Taine's  English  Literature 
Essay  on  Spenser,  Wkipples*  Age  of 

Elizabeth 
Essay    on     Sidney    and     Raleigh, 

Whipple s1  Age  of  Elizabeth 
Faerie  Queen  (Selections),  Spenser 
Sonnets,  Spenser 
Defense  of  Poesy,        Sidney 
Arcadia  (Selections),      " 
Sonnet  on  the  Moon,     " 
Sonnet  on  Sleep,  " 

Sonnet  on  Sleep,  Drummond 
Extract  from  History  of  the  World, 

Raleigh 


Selections  from  Poems,  Raleigh 
A    Description    of    the    Country's 

Recreations,  Raleigh 
A     Nymph's     Disdain    of     Love, 

Raleigh 
Miscellaneous  Poems,  Raleigh 
Song  by  Marlowe  and  Answer  by 

Raleigh 
Imaginary    Conversation    between 

Sir    Philip    Sidney   and   Lord 

Brooke,   IV.  S.  Landor 
A    New  Way   to   Pay   Old   Debts 

(one  act),  Massinger 
Sonnet    on      Sleep,     Bartholomew 

Griffin 
Twelfth    Night    and    Richard    II 

(Selections),  Shakspeare 


Miscellaneous 


The  Victim,  Tennyson 
Faithless  Sally  Brown,  Hood 
Faithless  Nellie  Gray,      " 
The  Sea  Spell, 
Death's  Ramble,  " 

John  Troth,  " 

Ode  on  the  Camelopard,   " 
Skeleton  in  Armor,  Longfellow 
The  Bridge,  " 


The  Countess,  Whittier 

Snow  Bound,  " 

The  Huskers,  " 

Lines    on    Cowper's    Grave,    Mrs. 

Browning 
Christmas    Without    Him,    B.     S. 

Scranton 
Criticism  on  Paradise  Lost,  Taine^s 

English  Literature 
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King     Witlafs      Drinking     Horn, 

Longfellow 
The  Luck  of  Edenhall,  Longfellow 


Editorial     on    Eloquence,    Public 

Ledger. 
Twelfth  Night,  Shakspeare 
King  Richard  II,       " 


1884-1885 


THE  ELIZABETHAN  PERIOD  (continued) 


Life  of  Bacon  (English  Men  of  Let- 
ters), R.   IV.  Church 

Essay  on  Death,  Francis  Bacon 
"       Ambition,         " 
"       Fame,  " 

"       Superstition,     " 

Tamburlaine    the    Great    (3    acts), 
Marlowe 


Essay  on  Nobility,  Francis  Bacon 
"         Cunning,  " 

"         Great  Place,       " 
Part   of  Essay  on   Marlowe   (from 
Shakspeare's    Predecessors  in 
The  English  Drama),  J.  Add. 
Symonds 


Miscellaneous 


The  Country  Church,  Lruing 
As  You  Like  It,  Shakspeare 

Julius  Caesar  (1  act),  " 

Merchant  of  Venice  (1  act),  " 
Selections  from  Poems,  John  G.  Saxe 
Selections  from  Oliver  W.  Holmes 
Selections    from    Hero    and    Hero 
Worship,  Thomas  Carlyle 

Fly  Leaves, 


English  Rural  Scenery,  Lrving 
The  House  and  the  Brain,  Bulwer 
Negative  Gravity,  Frank  R.  Stockton 
A  Piece  of  Red  Calico,  "         " 
Letter  Writer,  "         " 

Selections  from  Wit  and  Humor 
Hissing,  Harpers  Monthly 
Selections  from  Mark  Twain 
C.  S.  Calverly 


1885-1886 

STUDY  OF  THE   AGE  OF  QUEEN  ANNE 

History  of  the  Restoration,  Macau-       Essay  on  "Pope,  John  Dennis 
lay's  History  of  England  Rape  of  the  Lock,  Pope 
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Essay  on  Dryden,  Macaulay 
MacFlecknoe,  Dryden 

Alexander's  Feast,  " 

St.  Cecilia's  Day,  " 

Selections     from     The    Spectator, 

Addison 
The     Intellectual    Advance     (from 

Green's  Hist,  of  the  Eng.  People) 


English 


Dunciad,  Pope 

Essay  on  Man,  " 
Introduction     to    Perry's 

Literature  of  the  1 8th  Century 
Essays     on    Swift    and    Addison, 
(from       Thackeray's      English 
Humorists) 
Life  of  De  Foe,  John  Dennis 
Selections  from  Gulliver,  Sivift. 


Miscellaneous 

The  Seven  Devils, FrankR.  Stockton       The  Cloverfields'  Carriage,  Stockton 
Selections  from  Handy  Andy,  Lover. 


1886-1887 


A  STUDY  OF  THE  RETURN  OF  POETRY  TO  NATURE,  IN   REAC- 
TION FROM  THE  SCHOOL  OF  POPE 


Essay    on    Cowper    and    Rousseau 

(Hours   in   a    Library,    Third 
h         Series),  Leslie  Stephen 
Essay   on    Thomson    and    Cowper 

(from  Lectures  on  the  English 

Poets),  Wm.  Hazlitt 
Essay    on    James    Thomson   (from 

Ward's  English  Poets),  George 

Saintsbury 
Extracts    from   Thomson's  Seasons 

and  the  Castle  of  Indolence 
Life  of  William  Collins,  from  Ward's 

English  Poets,  A.  C.  Swinburne 


Essay  on  Thomas  Gray  (from  Reed's 
Edition  of  Gray's  Works) ,  Prof. 
Henry  Reed 
Life  of  Thomas  Gray,  Robert  Car. 

rnthers 
Gray's  Poems 

Elegy     Written     in    a    Country 

Churchyard 
A  Distant  Prospect  of  Eton  College 
The  Bard 

Hymn  to  Adversity 
Essay  on  Wm.  Blake,  from  Ward's 
English  Poets,  J.  Comyns  Carr 
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Collins'  Ode,  written  in  1746 
"       Ode  on  Evening 
11       Ode  on  The  Passions 
Miscellaneous  Extracts  from  Collins' 

Works 
Selections  from  Macaulay  on  Oliver 

Goldsmith 
Extract  from  the  Life  of  Goldsmith, 
from  Thackeray's  Eng. Humorist 
Poems  by  Goldsmith 
The  Traveller 
The  Deserted  Village 
Poetic  Interpretation  of  Xa'ure 
Chapter  on  The  Return  to  Nature^ 
begun    by  Allan    Ramsay   and 
Thomson,  J.  C.  Shairp 


Selections  on  Blake  from  the  Primer 
of  Eng.  Lit.,  Stopford  Brooke 
Selections  from  William  Blake 
Cowper,  from  Literature  of  Eight- 
teen  th  Century,  Mrs.  Oliphant 
Essay  on  Cowper,  J.  C.  Shairp 
Poems  by  Cowper 

The  Task,  selections  from  : — 

Lines  on  My  Mother's  Picture 

Lines  to  Mary 
The  Chapter  on  Robert  Burns,  from 
Lit.  Hist,  of  Eng.,  Mrs.  Oliphant 
Poems  by  Robert  Bums 

Mary  Morrison 

Tarn  O'Shanter 

Cotter's  Saturday  Night 


Duncan  Gray  and  other  poems 


Miscellaneous    Reading 

A  Rainy  Day,  Longfellow 

Address    by   James    Russell    Lowell    at    the    250th    Anniversary    of  the 

Founding  of  Harvard  College. 
Extracts  from  the  Century  Magazine 

1887-1888 

INFLUENCE  CF  THE  FRENCH    REVOLUTION    UPON   ENGLISH 

LITERATURE 


Outlines  of  Universal  History,  Prof. 

Geo.  P.  Fisher 
Chapter  on  The  Year  of  the  French 

Revolution 


Edmund  Burke 

Chapter  on  Edmund  Burke  (from 
The  Friendship  of  Books), 
Rev.  F.  D.  Maurice 
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French  Revolution  and  Literature 
(from  Studies  in  Literature),  by 
Edward  Dowden 

Selections  from  Wordsworth 

Lucy  Gray.  We  are  Seven.  The 
Two  April  Mornings.  The 
Reverie  of  Poor  Susan.  I  Wan- 
dered Lonely  as  a  Cloud.  A 
Poet's  Epitaph.  Ode  to  Duty. 
Theldle  Shepherd  Boys.  Lao- 
damia.  The  Primrose  of  the 
Rock.  Ode,  Intimations  of 
Immortality  from  Recollec- 
tions of  Early  Childhood. 
The  Affliction  of  Margaret. 
Hart- Leap  Well.  Sonnet 
composed  by  the  seaside  near 
Calais,  August,  1802.  Son- 
net composed  upon  Westmin- 
ster Bridge.  The  Leech 
Gatherer,  or  Resolution  and 
Independence.  The  Excur- 
sion. 

Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge 

Sketch  of  Coleridge  (Ward's  Eng- 
lish Poets) 


Selections  from  Coleridge 

Ode  to  Dejection.  Christobel. 
The  Ancient  Mariner.  Mem- 
orial Address  on  Coleridge 
(from  Democracy  and  Other 
Addresses),  by  James  Russell 
Lowell 
Robert  Southey 

Sketch  of  Southey  (Ward's  Eng- 
lish Poets) 
Selections  from  Southey 

The  Battle  of  Blenheim.  Southey' s 
Work  in  Literature,  Dowden 
Percy  Bysshe  Shelley 

Sketch  of  Shelley  (Ward's  Eng- 
lish Poets) 
Selections  fro  m  Sh  elley 

Ode  tothe  West  Wind.  The  Cloud. 
To  a  Skylark.  The  Last 
Chorus  of  Hellas.  Stanzas 
Written  in  Dejection  near 
Naples 
Lord  Byron 

Sketch  of  Byron  (Ward's  English 
Poets) 
Selections  from  Byron 
Prometheus  (Selections), Don  Juan. 


Miscellaneous  Reading 

The  House  and  the  Brain,  E.  Bukver  Lytton 

Tennessee's  Partner,  Bret  Ilarte 

The  Luck  of  Roaring  Camp,  Bret  Harte 
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1888-1889 


THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


"  North  America,"  selections  from, 
F.   V.  Hay  den 

The  United  States,  Encyclopaedia 
Britannica,  Prof.  Alexander 
Johnson 

The  Use  and  Abuse  of  Parties,  Cent- 
ury Magazine,  June  1 884,  W. 
Gladden 


Our  National  Resources  (Chap.  2, 
Our  Country),  Josiah  Strong 

The  Politician,  American  Common- 
wealth (Vol.  II,  Chap.  57),  /. 
Bryce 

The  Foreign  Elements  in  Our  Popu- 
lation, Century  Magazine ,  Sept. 
1SS4,  Jas.  Edgar  Chamberlain 


Miscellaneous  Reading 

Selections  from  Ben  Hur,  Lew  Wal-  Some  Aspects  of  the  Samoan  Ques- 

lace  tion, 

Selections     from     Oliver    Wendell  George  II.  Bates 

Holmes  Sermon,  Centenary  of  Washington's 
Selections    from    Pickwick   Papers,  Inauguration,  Bishop  Potter 

Dickens 


1889-189O 


AMERICAN   LITERATURE  AND  ART 


Beelzebub  and  His  Plot,  or  the 
Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World, 
J.  Cotton  Mather,  American 
Lit.  Series,  Vol.  II,  pages  114- 
119 


Philip    Freneati.     Selections    from 
Freneau 
The  Indian  Burying  Ground 
The  Dying  Indian 
Wild  Ilonevsuckle 
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How  Margaret  Barrier  Was  Tried, 

Cotton  Mather 
The    Exquisite    Charity   of  Master 

John  Eliot,  Cotton  Mather 
The  Story  of  Margaret  Rule,  Cotton 

Mather 
The  Sinner  in  the  Hands  of  an  Angry 

God,  Jonathan  Edwards 
The  Day  of  Doom,  or  a   Poetical 
Description  of  the  Last  Doom, 
Michael  Wigglesworth 
Benjamin  Franklin 

Poor  Richard's  Almanac 
Remarks  Concerning  the  Savages 

of  America 
Dialogue  Between  Franklin  and 
the  Gout 
Fitz-  Greene  Halleck 

Introductory    Sketch,   Griswold's 
Poets  of  America 
Selections  from  Fitz-  Greene  Halleck 
Red  Jacket 
Marco  Bozzaris 
J.  G.  Whit  tier 

Sketch    of    Whittier,    Stedman's 
Poets  of  America 
Selections  from  IVh  ittier 

The  Negro  Boy's  Song.  Snow 
Bound.  The  Angels  of  Buena 
Vista.  Cassandra  Southwick. 
Barclay  of  Ury.  The  Eternal 
Goodness. 


J.  G.  Saxe  (Selections), 

Proud  Miss  McBride.    The  Brief- 
less Barrister.  The  Stammer- 
ing Wife 
F.  W.  Emerson 

Sketch   of    Emerson,    Stedman's 
Poets  of  America 
Selections  from  Emerson 

Each  and  All.  The  Boston  Hymn. 
The  Mountain  and  the  Squir- 
rel. Good-bye.  Threnody. 
The  Rhodora.  The  Sphinx. 
Concord  Hvmn.     The  Snow 

J 

Storm.     Brahma.    To  Helen 
Essay  :  Works  and  Days 
,;         Compensation 
"        Shakespeare 
"        Nature 
James  Russell  Lowell.     Selections 
Twilight.    The  First  Snow  Storm. 
The   Harvard    Commemora- 
tion Ode.  The  Pious  Editor's 
Creed (Bigelow  Papers).  The 
Courtier    (Bigelow    Papers). 
Selections  from  a  Fable  for 
Critics 
Bret  Harte  (Selections), 

John  Burns  of  Gettysburg.  Chi- 
quinta.  Her  Letter.  Geolog- 
ical Madrical.  Ramon.  The 
Aged  vStranger.  Plain  Lan- 
guage from  Truthful  James. 
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Miscellaneous  Reading 


The  Luggie  (Selections),  David  Gray 
Westminster    Abbey,     Washington 


Irving 


The  Decay  of  Literature,  New  York 

Herald 
Rephan,  Browning 


English  Literature  Through  Italian 
Glasses,  Saturday  Review 

Mudie's  Circulating  Library  of  Lon- 
don^.//. Hooper,Letter, Even- 
ing Telegraph 


189O-1891 


INDUSTRIAL  ENGLAND 


Industrial      England,     1782-1792. 

Green's  History  of  the  English 

People,  page  272 
Lecky's  History  of  England  in  the 

Eighteenth  Century,  pages  532- 

595 
The  Nineteenth  Centiiry  Magazine, 

The  Victories  of  Peace,  Robert 

Mackenzie 
The   Historical   Basis  of  Socialism 

(Chapter  6),  Movements  of  the 

People,  //.  M.  Hymdin 
The  Nineteenth  Century,  Frederick 

Harrison 


Industrial  Features  of  England 
(Period  5,  Chapter  y))H.DeB. 
Gibbins 

Industrial  Features  of  England 
(Chapters  2, 3,  4  and  $),H  De 
B.  Gibbins 

A  Few  Words  About  the  Eighteenth 
Century  (Chapter  8  to  page 
362),  Frederick  Harrison 

The  Religious  Movements  in  Eng- 
land (from  Constitutional  His- 
tory of  England),  Rev.  Thos.  E. 
May 


Miscellaneous   Reading 


That  Vulgar  Little  Boy,  Bret  Harte 

Melons,  Bret  Harte 

Two  Men  of  Sandy  Bar,  Bret  Harte 
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1891-1892 


THE   GREEK    DRAMA 


Greek  Literature  (Chapter  on  Greek 
Theatre),  R.  C.Jebb 

Agamemnon,  Mschy\us,Fitzgerald^ s 
Translation 

Prometheus  Bound, Mrs  .Browning* s 
Translation 

Life  and  Writings  of  Sophocles 
(Chapters  I  to  6,  inclusive), 
E.  H.  Plumptre,  D.  D. 

CEdipus,  Anthon's  Classical  Diction- 
ary 

CEdipus  the  King,  Sophocles, 
Plumptre 's  Translation 

Moral  Characteristics  of  Sophocles, 
E.  H.  Plumptre 


CEdipus  at  Colonus,  Sophocles, 
Ver rail's  Greek  Tragedy 

Antigone, Sophocles,  Verrall's  Greek 
Tragedy 

Euripides,  VerralFs  Students'  Greek 
Tragedy 

Circes  Palace,  Tanglewood  Tales, 
Hawthorne 

Medea,  Euripides,  LawtorCs  Trans- 
lation 

Alcestis,  Euripides,  R.Potter' sTra  ns- 
lation 

The  Love  of  Alcestis,  Earthly  Para- 
dise, Wm.  Morris 


Miscellaneous  Reading 


The  Centiped,  Chas.  E.  Pancoast 
A  True  Idyl  of    Camelot,  Eugene 

Field 
John    Coppertub's    Fall,    Hypnotic 

Tales,  Jas.  L.  Ford 


John    Coppertub's    Reform,    Hyp- 
notic Tales,  Jas.  L.  Ford 
Five  Works  of  Art,  Half- True  Tales, 


C.  H.  Auger 
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DEBATES 

February  27,  1879. 

Resolved,  That  Franklin  was  the  greatest  American  ?  Judge,  J.  F. 
Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  the  affirmative. 

March  4,  1879. 
Mock  Trial. 

April  I,  1S79. 

Resolved,  That  Brutus  was  justified  in  killing  Cresar  ?  Judge,  J.  F. 
Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

January  13,  1 880. 

Resolved,  That  ancient  times  produced  greater  men  than  modern  ? 
Judges,  O.  N.  Middleton  and  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

February  24,  1880. 

Resolved,  That  contentment  is  better  than  riches  ?  Judge,  J.  F. 
Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  it  is  impossible  to  have 
original  ideas  ?     Judge,  H.  S.  Pancoast.     Verdict  for  negative. 

March  16,  1880. 

Resolved,  That  genius  is  never  unappreciated — and  that  the  phrase 
"  Some  mute  inglorious  Milton  here  may  rest,"  involves  a  contradiction  in 
terms  ?     Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

December  13,  1880. 

Resolved,  That  learning  is  directly  beneficial  to  industry  ?  Judge, 
George  Clayton.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 
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January  3,  1 88 1. 

Resolved,  That  the  popularity  of  a  book  is  a  just  test  of  its  intrinsic 
worth  ?     Judge,  George  Clayton.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

April  11,  1881. 

Resolved,  That  a  rude  age  is  more  favorable  to  the  production  of 
works  of  the  imagination  than  a  refined  one?  Judges,  Charles  E.  Pancoast, 
and  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

April  18,  1S81. 

Resolved,  That  the  fear  of  punishment  has  a  greater  influence  on 
human  conduct  than  the  hope  of  reward  ?  Judge,  S.  A.  Jellett.  Verdict 
for  negative. 

November  14,  1881. 

Resolved,  That  beauty  is  higher  than  utility  ?  Judge,  William  T. 
Murphy.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

January  30,  1882. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  movement  toward  vEstheticism  is  good, 
independently  of  its  present  manifestation  ?  Judge,  G.  A.  Wells.  Verdict 
for  affirmative. 

November  28,  1882. 

Resolved,    That  Capital  Punishment  should  be  abolished?     Judge 
George  Clayton.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

February  20,  1883. 

Resolved,  That  the  Miser  is  a  greater  evil  to  Society  than  the  Spend- 
thrift?    Judge,  S.  A.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

May  1,  1883. 
Resolved,  That  Gold  has  been  of  more  benefit  to  man  than  Iron  ? 
Judge,  A.  Cupitt.     Verdict  for  negative. 
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November  20,  1883. 

Resolved,    That  an  increase  of  civilization    brings  an    increase  of 
happiness?     Judge,  F.  M.  Rogers.     Verdict  for  negative. 

April  I,  1S84. 

Resolved,   That  circumstances  may  justify  a  departure  from  the  truth 
Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

December  16,  1884. 

Discussion:    That   William    Shakspeare  wrote  Shakspeare's  Plays? 
Verdict  for  affirmative. 

March  31,  1885. 

Resolved,  That  the  occupation  of  Africa  by  the   European  nations  is 
justifiable?     Judge,  H.  S.  Pancoast.     Verdict  for  negative. 

February  I,  1SS6. 

Resolved,  That  New  York  City  is  the  present  literary  metropolis  of 
the  country?     Judge,  A.  B.  Ross.     Verdict  for  negative. 

December  6,  1886. 

Resolved,  That  the  study  of  Greek  Literature  should  be  compulsory 
in  American  Colleges  ?     Judge,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  negative. 

March  21,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  the  assassination  of  the  Czar  is  justifiable?  Judge, 
R.  L.  Taylor.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

May  2,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  of  all  existing  nations,  America  has  the  most 
important  mission  in  the  future  history  of  civilization  ?  Judge,  H.  L. 
Butler,  Jr.     Verdict  for  negative. 

49 


May  16,  1SS7. 

Resolved,  That  Philadelphia  has  lost  her  intellectual  pre-eminence 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  her  commercial  pre-eminence  ?  Judge,  R.  L. 
Taylor.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

May  23,  1887. 

Resolved,  That  the  great  increase  in  individual  wealth  is  a  great 
detriment  to  the  welfare  of  this  country  ?  Judge,  J.  F.  Kirk,  Jr.  Verdict 
for  negative. 

October  18,  1SS7. 

Resolved,  "  That  country  life  develops  the  good  qualities  in  man  in  a 
larger  degree  than  city  life  ?  "  Judge,  H.  L.  Butler,  Jr.  Verdict  for  the 
negative. 

May  1,  1 888. 

Resolved,  "  That  immigration  to  the  United  States  should  be  further 
restricted  ?  "     Judge,  Roland  L.  Taylor.     Verdict  for  the  affirmative. 

March  25,  1890. 

Resolved,  "That  imperial  federation  is  possible  for  England?" 
Judge,  Stewart  A.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  the  negative. 

May  19,  1891. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  University  Extension  Movement  as  at  present 
conducted  is  a  success?  "  Judge,  Roland  L.  Taylor.  Verdict  for  affirma- 
tive. 

March  29,  1892. 

Resolved,  "  That  the  carrying  on  of  religious  work  which  can  be 
construed  as  a  personal  advertisement  is  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 
Religion?"     Judge,  J.  F.  Kirk,  Jr.     Verdict  for  negative. 
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RECEPTIONS 


1880-1881 

February  14,  1881. 

First  reception  of  the  Mermaid  Club  held  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
J.  Foster  Kirk.  Entertainment — Reading  from  "Hamlet"  by  Mr.  John 
Foster  Kirk. 

March  14,  1881. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.  Entertainment — 
Reading  of  "  Julius  Caesar  "  by  The  Mermaid  Club. 

May  9,  1881. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Arthur  Wells.  Entertain- 
ment— Debate  by  the  Mermaid  Club.  Subject  of  Debate — Resolved, 
"  That  a  rude  age  is  more  favorable  to  the  production  of  works  of  the 
imagination  than  a  refined  age?"  Judges,  Messrs.  Arthur  Wells,  W.  T. 
Murphy,  E.  C.  Jellett.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

I88l-l882 

November  10,  1 881. 

First  Reception,  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.  Entertainment — Reading 
by  Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast  of  selections  from  "  A  Drama  of  Exile,"  by 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Browning. 
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February  20,  1882. 

Second  Reception  at  Mr.  Arthur  Wells'.  Entertainment — Lecture  by 
Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy.     Subject — "  Some  English  Words." 

t 

March  16,  1882. 

Third  Reception  held  at  the  Sunday  School  Building.  Entertainment 
— Lecture  by  Mr.  Herbert  Welsh.  Subject — "  The  Causes  of  the  French 
Revolution." 

1882-1883 

December  12,  1882. 

First  Reception  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pan  coast's.  Entertainment — Lecture  by 
Mr.  John  Stewardson.     Subject — "  Travel  in  the  South  of  France." 

January  30,  1 883. 

Second  Reception  at  Sunday  School  Building.  Lecture  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Spencer.     Subject — "  From  Dover  to  Antwerp." 

April  27,  1883. 
Third  Reception  at  Mr.  J.  S.  Perot's.    Reading  by  the  Mermaid  Club 
of  selections  from  "  The  Tempest." 

1883-1884 

October  17,  1883. 
First  Reception.     A  lecture  given  before  the  Club  by  Mr.  Henry  S. 
Pancoast.     Subject — "The  Indian  Question." 

January  19,  1 884. 
Second  Reception.     Debate  with  Literary  Society  of  Woikingmen's 
Club.     Subject — Resolved,     "  That    genius    is    never    unappreciated  ?  " 
Judges,   Rev.  J.  K.   Murphy,   Mr.  G.  W.  Russell  and   Mr.  E.  R.  Sorber. 
Debate  declared  a  draw. 
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February  14,  1884. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  C.  S.  Pancoast's.  Lecture  by  Mr. 
Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "Robert  Browning." 

March  1 8,  1884. 

Fourth  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  J.  F.  Kirk's.  Lecture  by  Mr.  A.  M. 
Beveridge.     Subject — "  The  Edition  of  Shakspeare." 

1884-1885 

At  the  regular  meeting  of  the  Club  held  December  2,  1884,  a  lecture 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Pancoast  on,  "  Bacon  and  the  Inductive 
Method." 

December  9,  1884. 

First  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast's.  Lecture  by  Mr. 
A.  B.  Weimer.     Subject — "  Method  in  the  Study  of  History." 

January  14,  1SS5. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  Mr.  Charles  S.  Pancoast's.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Some  Italian  Sonnets." 

May  26,  1885. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Bulding.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams.     Subject — "  The  Poetry  of  Wordsworth." 

1885-1886 

February  24,  1886. 
First  Reception,  held  at  St.   Michael's  Parish  Building.     Lecture  by 
Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy.     Subject — "Proverbs." 

March  30,  1886. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams.  Subject — "  Alexander  Pope  and  his  Times." 
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1886-1887 

November  1 6,  18S6. 

First  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  A.  B.  Weimer.     Subject — "  English  Cathedrals  and  their  Builders." 

December  16,  18S6. 

Second  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Bulding.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Nathan  Haskell  Dole.  Subject — "  Russian  Literature  before  Tour- 
genieff." 

February  I,  1S87. 

Third  Reception,  held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "Edmund  Spenser." 

April  26,  1887. 

At  a  regular  meeting  a  lecture  was  given  by  Mr.  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 
Subject — "  William  Wordsworth." 

1887-1888 

December  9,  1887. 

First  Reception,  held  at  house  of  Chas.  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.    Lecture — 
'  Making  up  of  a  Newspaper,"  by  Richard  Harding  Davis. 

January  28,  18S8. 

Second  Reception,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Henry  L.  Butler.  Lecture 
by  Prof.  John  H.  Wescott.  Subject — '*  The  Present  State  of  European 
Politics." 

April  19,  1888. 

Third  Reception,  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Prof.  Spencer  Trotter.     Subject — "  Types  of  Bird  Life." 
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May  29,  1888. 

Closing  Reception,  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by 
Hon.  Henry  Reed.     Subject—"  The  Use  and  Value  of  Books." 

1888-1889 

February  5,  1889. 

Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Lecture  by  Wm.  H. 
Kirk.     Subject — "American  Politics." 

February  12,  1889. 
Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.     Lecture  by  Herbert 
Welsh.     Subject — "  Civil  Service  Reform  in  the  United  States." 

February  19,  1S89. 

Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Lecture  by  Rev. 
Beverly  E.  Warner.  Subject — "  The  Labor  Question  in  the  United 
States." 

February  26,  1 889. 

Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Lecture  by  Prof. 
Robi.  Ellis  Thompson.  Subject — "  Socialism  and  Communism  in  the 
United  States." 

March  5,  18S9. 

Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Discussion  :  "  Manual 
Training  as  a  Factor  in  Education,"  Prof.  Wm.  Sayre;  "Industrial  Art  in 
Education,"  Prof.  Wm.  A.  Mason;  "The  Higher  Education  Outside  of 
College,"  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 

March  12,  1889. 

Public  Lecture,  at  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Lecture  by  L.  Dorr 
Schaffer.     Subject — "  Art  in  the  United  States." 
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March  19,  1889. 

Public  Lecture,  at  the  hall  of  Workingmen's  Club.  Lecture  by  Prof. 
Francis  N.  Thorpe.     Subject — "  The  Sovereignty  of  the  State." 

May  28,  1S89. 

Closing  Reception,  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Subjects: 
"  The  Study  of  Literature,"  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.;  "  wSome  Suggestions  in  the 
Study  of  Literature,"  J.  Levering  Jones,  Esq.  Discussion  by  Wm.  H. 
Kirk  and  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Esq. 

1889-1890 

January  16,  1890. 

First  Reception,  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture  by  Prof. 
Felix  E.  Shelling.     Subject — "  English  Literature  in  America." 

May  27,  1890. 
Closing    Reception,   at    St.    Michael's    Parish    Building.     Subject — 
"  American  Literature."     "  American    Literature,"  paper   by  M.  Harvey 
Liddell ;  "American  Literature,"  addresses  by  Harrison  S.Morris;  Albert 
B.  Weimer,  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 

189O-1891 

December  20,  1890. 

First  Reception,  at  house  of  Chas.  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Lecture  by 
Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Some  Paraphrases  of  Milton." 

January  31,  1890. 
Second  Reception,  at    St.    Michael's   Parish  Building.     Lecture  by 
Rev.  John  R.  Moses.     Subject — "  The  Oxford  Movement." 
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June  2,  1891. 

Closing  Reception,  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Discussion : 
"  Are  Americans  Patriotic?  "  Subject  discussed  by  John  K.  Murphy,  D. 
D.,   Rev.  Wm.   Ely,  N.   Dubois  Miller,  Henry  S.  Pancoast  and  Herbert 

Welsh. 

1891-1892 

December  15,  1891. 

First  Reception,  at  house  of  Chas.  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Lecture  by 
Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq.  Subject — "  English  Cathedrals  and  their  Build- 
ers." 

February  16,  1 892. 

Second  Reception,  at  house  of  Chas.  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Lecture  by 
Mr.  Henry  Hobart  Brown.  Subject — "  Do  the  Disadvantages  of  Civiliza- 
tion Outweigh  its  Benefits  ?  " 

May  24,  1S92. 

Closing  Reception  at  house  of  Chas.  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.     Subject — 
"The  Mermaid  Club."     "The  Mermaid  of  the  Past,"  Edwin  C.  Jellett 
(read  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.) ;   "  The  Mermaid  of  the  Present,"   William 
T.  Murphy;   "  The  Mermaid  of  the  Future,"  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
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MEMBERS'  COURSES' 

OF 

Lectures,  Given  at  Regular  Club  Meetings. 

1887-18S8 

November  1,  1SS7. 

Lecture  by  Chas.  E.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Legal  Aspects  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States." 

November  8,  1S87. 

Lecture  by  Wm.  H.  Kirk.     Subject — "  The  Historical  Aspect  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

December  6,  1SS7. 
Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  William  Wordsworth.*" 

January  10,  iSSS. 

Lecture    by  Stewart    A.  Jellett.       Subject — "  Ancient   and    Modern 
Methods  of  Heating." 

January  24,  iSSS. 

Lecture   by  Henry  S.   Pancoast.     Subject — "Thomas  Carlyle — His 
Hero  and  Hero  Worship." 

February  7,  iSSS. 
Lecture  by  Julius  O.  Fender.     Subject — "  Printing." 
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March  27,  18SS.  *- 

Lecture  by  Chas.  M.  Ballantine.     Subject — "  The  Stock  Exchanges 
of  Europe  and  America." 

April  17,  1888. 

Lecture  by  Edwin  C.  Jellett.     Subject — "Our  Native  Ferns — Their 
Classification  and  Distribution." 

1888-1889 

October  9,  1888. 
Lecture  by  Chas.  E.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Trusts." 

January  22,  1889. 

Lecture  by  Chas.  E.  Pancoast.     Subject — "Important  Features  in  the 
Development  of  the  United  States." 

January  29,  1889. 
Lecture  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.     Subject — "  Robert  Browning." 

April  2,  1889. 
Paper  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.     Subject — "  Education." 

April  9,  1S89. 

Lecture  by  Edwin  C.  Jellett.     Subject — "The   Rise  and  Decline  of 
Political  Parties  in  the  United  States." 

April  16,  1889. 
Lecture  by  William  Tyndale.     Subject — "Civil  Service  Reform." 

April  16,  1889. 

Lecture  by  Chas.  M.  Ballantine.     Subject — "  The  Labor  Question  in 
the  United  States." 
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April  23,  1S89. 
Lecture  by  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr.     Subject — "American  Art." 

May  10,  18S9. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Literature  in  the  United 
States." 

1889-1890 

October  8,   1889. 
Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "American  Literature." 

October  15,  1SS9. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  The  Literature  of  New 
England." 

November  5,  1S89. 

Address  by  Dr.  Eastlake.     Subject — "  Burmah  and  Buddhism." 

January  1 4,  1890. 
Lecture  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.    Subject — "  Some  Ideas  of  New  England.'* 

March  II,  1 890. 
Lecture  by  William  Tyndale.     Subject — "  Witchcraft." 

April  15,  1890. 
Lecture  by  Mr.  James  H.  Penniman.     Subject — "  Russia." 

189O-189I 

October  7,  1S90. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  English  Literature  in  the 
Eighteenth  Century." 
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November  4,  1S90. 

Lecture    by    Chas.    M.    Ballantine.      Subject — "  Transportation    in 
England." 

November  9  and  16,  1S90. 

Lecture    by    Stewart    A.  Jellett.     Subject — "  Steam  and   the  Steam 
Engine." 

March  3,  1S91. 

Lecture  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.     Subject — "Agitations  in  England." 

April  14,  1 89 1. 

Lecture   by   Edwin   C.  Jellett.     Subject — "  Prison    Reform   and  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  in  England." 

1891-1892 

October  20,  1891. 
Lecture  by  Wm.  H.  Kirk.     Subject — "Greek  Life  and  Thought." 

January  26,  1892. 
Lecture  by  Chas.  E.  Pancoast.     Subject — "  Fiction  in  Law." 

May  17,  1892. 
Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Subject — "Greek  Literature." 
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RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  OF  THE 
MERMAID  CLUB. 

NAME  AND  OBJECT. 

The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  "The  Mermaid 
Club."  Its  object  shall  be  the  intellectual  improvement  of  its 
members  and  others. 

OFFICERS. 

Article  I. 

The  officers  of  the  Mermaid  Club  shall  be  a  President,  Vice- 
President,  Secretary  (who  shall  act  as  Treasurer),  and  an  Execu- 
tive Committee,  which  shall  be  composed  as  hereinafter  provided. 

PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Article  II. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  the  meetings 
and  enforce  all  the  regulations  of  the  Club. 

The  Vice-President  shall  perform  the  duties  of  the  President 
in  his  absence. 

SECRETARY  AND  TREASURER. 

Article  III. 

The  Secretary  shall  attend  all  the  meetings  of  the  Club  and 
keep  its  minutes  in  a  proper  book.  He  shall  give  notice  of  regu- 
lar and  special  meetings,  and  shall  notify  new  members  of  their 
election. 
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It  shall  be  his  duty  to  give  to  the  Club  such  information  per- 
taining to  it  as,  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  required.  He  shall 
answer  all  communications  received  and  take  charge  of  all  litera- 
ture belonging  to  the  Club,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  Club. 

As  Treasurer,  he  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  belonging 
to  the  Club,  disbursing  them  according  to  its  direction. 

It  shall  be  his  duty  to  collect  the  dues  monthly.  He  shall 
render  an  account  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  season,  and  at  such 
other  times  as  the  Club  shall  require,  provided,  however,  that  at 
least  three  days'  notice  shall  have  been  given  him. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 
Article  IV. 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee  which  shall  consist 
of  the  President,  ex -officio,  who  shall  be  the  chairman  of  said 
committee,  and  two  members  of  the  Club. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Executive  Committee  shall  be 
as  follows  : 

Section  I :  Of  Readings. — To  select  all  works  to  be  read  or 
subjects  to  be  considered  by  the  Club.  Any  member  of  the  Club 
may  hand  to  any  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  the  name 
or  names  of  such  work  or  works  as  he  may  desire  to  have  read  in 
the  Club,  but  the  Committee  shall  have  power  to  accept  or  reject 
all  or  any  of  the  works  so  proposed. 

Section  II:  Of  Receptions. — To  make  all  arrangements  for, 
and  to  superintend  all  receptions  given  by  the  Club. 

Section  III :  Of  Debates. — To  determine  when  a  debate  shall 
be  held,  and  to  select  from  such  questions  as  may  have  been  fur- 
nished by  any  member  or  members  of  the  Club,  the  subject  of 
such  debate. 


Section  IV  :  Of  Reports. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  notify  the  Club  of  any  debate  or  work  to  be 
read,  at  the  meeting  before  such  debate  or  reading,  and  of  any 
reception  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  time  fixed  by  the  Executive 
Committee  for  said  reception. 

Section  V  :  General  Powers  and  Restraints. — All  decisions 
of  the  Executive  Committee  upon  any  subject  within  the  scope  of 
its  authority,  as  hereinbefore  defined,  shall  be  final,  provided, 
always,  that  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Club  shall  be  of 
the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  any 
particular,  is  not  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  Club,  they  may 
instruct  the  Executive  Committee  as  to  the  course  it  shall  pursue, 
or  by  vote  of  want  of  confidence,  compel  the  Executive  Committee 
to  resign. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Article  V. 

All  officers  of  the  Club  shall  be  elected  at  a  special  meeting  to 
be  called  by  the  President  within  a  week  following  the  closing 
meeting  of  each  season,  or  whenever  by  resignation  or  other 
cause,  there  shall  be  a  vacancy  ;  the  persons  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  on  the  first  ballot  shall  be  declared  elected. 

ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS. 

Article  VI. 
The  membership  of  the  Club  shall  consist  of  three  classes 
Active,  Associate  and  Honorary. 

Active  Membership. — All  persons  of  the  male  sex  shall  be 
eligible  to  active  membership.  Those  engaged  in  business  shall 
be  preferred  to  those  receiving  instruction  in  school  or  college. 
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Section  II  :  Associate  Membership. — The  associate  members 
shall  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  Club  excepting  those  of  voting 
and  holding  office.  Active  members  who,  for  business  or  other 
reasons,  cannot  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Club,  but 
desire  to  continue  their  association  with  the  same,  shall  be  eligible 
to  associate  membership. 

Section  III  :  Honorary  Membership. — All  persons  whom  the 
Club  desires  to  admit  to  the  privileges  of  associate  membership, 
but  who  are  ineligible  for  the  same,  may  be  elected  to  honorary 
membership. 

Section  IV  :  All  elections  of  new  members  shall  be  held  at 
stated  meetings  and  the  candidate  for  election  shall  be  nominated 
at  a  meeting  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  one  at  which  the  elec- 
tion is  to  be  held. 

Associate  members  may  be  transferred  to  active  membership 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present  at  a  stated  meet- 
ing. 

All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
members  present  shall  be  required  to  elect. 

MEETINGS. 

Article  VII. 

Stated  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  evening  of  each 
week  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Club  shall  direct,  beginning 
with  the  Tuesday  nearest  the  first  day  of  October,  and  ending  with 
the  Tuesday  nearest  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  May  ;  provided  that 
upon  the  written  request  of  the  members,  the  President  may  fix 
for  the  first  evening,  any  evening  within  a  week  from  the  Tuesday 
nearest  the  first  of  October. 
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Special  meetings,  except  as  hereinbefore  provided,  may  be 
called  by  the  President,  upon  the  written  request  of  the  members. 

The  attendance  of  three  (3)  active  members  at  the  place  des- 
ignated shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 
Article  VIII. 
The  order  of  business  at  a  meeting  shall  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Opening  the  meeting. 

2.  Reading  of  minutes  of  previous  meeting. 

3.  Reports  of  Committees. 

4.  Unfinished  business. 

5.  Miscellaneous  business. 

6.  Adjournment. 

ATTEXDAXCE. 

Article  IX. 

If  any  member  be  absent  from  the  Club  for  three  consecutive 
meetings,  the  Secretary  shall  notify  him  that  a  written  excuse  must 
be  sent.  Upon  receipt  of  such  excuse  the  Secretary  shall  refer  it 
to  the  Club  at  the  meeting  immediately  following. 

The  action  of  the  Club  on  such  excuse  shall  be  considered 
final.  If  no  excuse  be  sent  within  a  week  of  receipt  of  notice,  the 
Secretary  shall  notify  the  Club  of  the  fact,  and,  as  above  stated, 
whatever  action  it  may  take,  shall  be  final.  At  the  first  meeting 
in  January  and  the  first  meeting  in  May,  the  Secretary  shall  pre- 
sent a  record  of  the  attendance  of  each  member,  and  any  mem- 
ber whose  average  falls  below  70  per  cent.,  shall  be  requested  by 
the  Secretary  to  send  an  excuse,  and  if  such  excuse  be  not  accept- 
able, the  Club  may  drop  his  name  from  the  roll. 
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DUES. 

Article  X. 

The  dues  shall  be  ten  cents  per  month,  payable  at  the  first 
meeting  in  each  month. 

POINTS  OF  ORDER. 

Article  XI. 

All  points  of  order  which  may  arise  at  meetings  shall  be 
decided  by  parliamentary  law. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Article  XII. 

These  Rules  and  Regulations  may  be  amended  or  altered  at 
any  stated  meeting  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present,  provided  such  alteration  or  amendment  shall  have  been 
proposed  in  writing  at  a  previous  meeting. 

Any  of  these  rules  may  be  temporarily  suspended  by  a  unan- 
imous vote  of  the  members  present  at  a  stated  meeting. 

(Constitution  adopted  at  a  special  meeting  o^  the  Mermaid 
Club,  held  June  9,  1891.) 
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LIST  OF  OFFICERS  AND  STANDING 

COMMITTEES 


1877-78  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Secretary,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1878-79  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Secretary,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Treasurer,  Robert  J.  Holmes 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn  : 

Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1879-S0  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Secretary,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 
Treasurer,  Robert  J.  Holmes 

Editors  0/  Mertnaid  Inn  : 
Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1880-81  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Secretary,  Edwin  C.  Jellett, 
Treasurer,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  0/  Mermaid  Inn  : 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Guilliam  A.  Wells, 

George  Storey 
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1S81-82  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Vice-President,  William  T.  Murphy 
Secretary,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 
Treasurer,  Guilliam  A.  Wells 
Editors  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Charles  E.  Pancoast 

Committee  on  Reading: 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Guilliam  A.  Wells, 

William  T.  Murphy 

1882-83  President,  William  T.  Murphy 

Vice-President,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 
Treasurer,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 

Executive  Committee  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  Perot,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Wm.  T.  Murphy 

1883-84  President,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Vice-President,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Charles  F.  Butler 
Treasurer,  George  Clayton 

Executive  Committee  : 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Alfred  Cupitt 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1884-85  President,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Vice-President,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
Treasurer,  Frederick  M.  Rogers 
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Executive  Committee  ; 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1SS5-S6  President,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Vice- President \  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Charles  F.  Butler 
Treasurer,  Julius  O.  Fender 

Executive    Committee  : 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Editors  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  James  M.  Corse 

1S86-S7  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Vice-President,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 
Secretary,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
Treasurer,  Abram  B.  Ross 

Executive   Committee  ; 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  James  M.  Corse, 

(to  fill  vacancy)  Charles  F.  Butler 

Editors  of  Mermaid  Inn  ; 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1SS7-S8  President,  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

Vice-President,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Roland  L.  Taylor 

Treasurer,  Abram   B.   Ross.    Succeeded  by  Chas. 
M.  Ballantine. 

Executive  Committee  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
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Committee  on  Jtmior    Organization  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Henry  L. 

Butler,  Jr. 

Editors  of  The  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  Foster  Kirk,  Jr.,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 

Committee  on  Meetings  : 
Henry  S.    Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  L.   Butler,   Jr.,  Stewart  A. 

Jellett 

1888-89  President,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 

Vice-President^  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
Secretary,  Charles  M.  Ballantine 
Treasurer,  Roland  L.  Taylor 

Executive  Committee  : 
Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Junior  Organization  : 
Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr  ,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Henry  S. 

Pancoast 

Editors  of  The  Mermaid  Inn  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Stewart  A.  Jellett,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Meetings  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr.,  Stewart  A. 

Jellett 

18S9-90  President,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 

Vice-President,  William  Tyndale 
Secretary,  Charles  M.  Ballantine 
Treasurer,  William  T.  Murphy 

Executive  Committee  : 
Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 
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Committee  on  Meetings  : 
Stewart  A.   Jellett,  Henry  S.   Pancoast,  William  T.  Murphy,  Henry  L. 

Butler,  Jr.,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

1890-91  President,  Stewart  A.  Jellett 

Vice-President,  William  Tyndall 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Charles  M.  Ballantine. 

Executive  Committee  : 
Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr.,  John  F. 

Kirk,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Meetings  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Stewart  A.  Jellett,  William  T. 

Murphy,  William  Whitby 

Committee  for  a  Nezo  Constitution  : 
Henry  S.  Pancoast,  William  T.  Murphy,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

1891-92  President,  Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Vice-President,  Roland  L.  Taylor 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Charles  M.  Ballantine. 

Executive  Committee  : 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Committee  on  Meetings  : 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Stewart  A.  Jellett,  Roland  L.  Taylor, 
William  Whitby,  William  T.  Murphy. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  MERMAID  CLUB, 
From  its  Organization,   i877,  to   May  24,  1892 


ACTIVE  MEMBERS 

Name.  Elected 

Charles  F.  Butler n,    7, 

Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr 4,    1, 

John  Black 3,  20, 

B.  Franklin  Burgoyne 3,  13, 

John  Bogan 4,  28, 

Charles  M.  Ballantine 3,  14, 

Charles  F.  Chase 11,  29, 

George  Clayton 10,    4, 

Alfred  Cupitt 1,    2, 

Wilburt  Carman 4,  21, 

James  M.  Corse 10,  20, 

Harry  S.  Dorriss 5,7, 

Charles  O.  Fraser 10,  12, 

Julius  O.  Fender 3,  20, 

Robert  J.  Holmes 2,  11, 

Edwin  C  Jellett 10,  19, 

Stewart  A.  Jellett 2,  12, 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr 10,  12, 

Matthias  C.  Kenworthy 10,  10, 

Charles  M.  Levis 10,  12, 

Joseph  R.  Lees 12,    1, 

William  T.  Murphy 10,  12, 


Resigned. 


'82. 

*    5,3i, '§9 

'84. 

X  10,  28,  '90 

'82. 

4,  10,  '82 

'82. 

1,  15,  '84 

'85. 

9,  2S,  '86 

'87. 

'So. 

t    4,  18, 'Si 

'80. 

1,  10,  '87 

><?-. 
'-j- 

f    9,  28,  '86 

'85- 

11,  16, '85 

'85. 

t    3,  28, '87 

'89. 

10,  20,  '91 

'77- 

t    9,  30,  '78 

'82. 

+  10,  28,  '90 

'78. 

5,    9, '81 

'77- 

'79- 

'77. 

'81 

*II,26,  '81 

'77- 

9,  30,  '79 

'91. 

'77- 

Name.  Elected. 

Oscar  X.  Middleton 10,  19,  '77 

Ciiari.es  E.  Pancoast 10,  12,  '77 

Henry  s.  Pancoast 10,  12,  '77 

C.  Pemberton  Pleasants 11,  iS,  '78 


John  Perot 10. 


j» 


'Si 


John  Rider 10,    4,  'So 

Frederick  M.  Rogers 11,  27,  'S3 

Robert  H.  Russell 10,  20,  '85 

Abram  B.  Ross 9,  30,  '85 

Ralph  R.  Ramsdell 2,  11, '90 

William  Sergeant 10,  12,  '77 

L.  Dorr  Schaffer 12,    7,  77 

George  Storey 2,  12,  '79 

J.  Fred.  Thomas 10,  12,  '77 

William  Tyndale 11,  14, '82 

Roland  L.  Taylor 10,  20,  '85 

Leonard  Tapley 2,  10.  '91 

Guilliam  A.  Wells 10,  21,  '78 

John  Warrin         2,  28, '81 

William  Whitby 3,    4,  '90 

John  Welsh  Young 12,    6,  '87 


Resigned. 
|I2,      5.  '82 

fio,    3/82 

9>  So.  '79 
t    9,  25, 
10,    3,  '8.1 

1,  17,  'S7 
12,  28,  'S5 

3>    4,  '90 

12,  28,  '77 
12,  28,  '77 
10,  18. 

9.  3°-  "79 


t  11,  14/82 

10,    3,  'Si 

10,    2,  '88 
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ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

Name.  Elected.  Resigned. 

Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr 10,  28,  '90. 

Julius  O.  Fender 10,  28,  '90. 

JUNIOR  ORGANIZATION 

James  Akins    ....••* 10,    4, '87.  10,    L'89 

Lorenzo  L.  Bland 10,  10,  '84.  4,    2,  '88 

John  Best 10,  10,  '84.  10,    1,  '89 

Albert  E.  Bacon 10,  12,  ;S6.  10,    4,  '87 

Charles  F.  Cochrane 10,  10, '84.  10,    1, '89 

George  W.  Cochrane 10,  31, '87.  10,    1,  '89 

George  Fender 11,    7,  'S7.  10,    1,  '89 

Jacob  Gundlach 10,  10,  '84.  4,    2,  '88 

Louis  Hoser 10,  10,  'S4.  10,    1,  '89 

Martin  Richardson 10,  10, 'S4.  3,  16, '86 

Russell  Swift 10,  13, '85.  n,  30, '86 

Earnest  Wray 10,  10,  '84.  2,    6,  '85 

G.  Elwood  Wagner 10,  10, '84.  10,    1,  '89 
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HONORARY  MEMBERS 


Name. 


Elected. 


Mr.  James  M.  Corse 3,  28,  '87. 

Mr.  Alfred  Cupitt      9,  28,  '86. 

Mr.  Charles  F.  Chase 4,  18,  '81. 

Rev.  William  Ely 1,  15,  '84. 

Mr.  Charles  O.  Fraser 9,  30,  '78. 

John  Foster  Kirk,  LL.D 2,  21,  '81. 

Mr.  William  H.  Kirk 4,    1,  '79. 

Rev.  Joseph  Kidder 4,  20,  'So. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Klett 5, '  8,  '82. 

Miss  Agnes  M.  Lambdin 10,  12,  '77. 

Miss  Helen  T.  Loxgstreth 12,  11,  'S3. 

Prof.  Henry  Carvill  Lewis 10,  12,  '77. 

John  K.  Murphy,  D.  D 1,    8,  '79. 

Mr.  O.  N.  Middleton 12,  26,  '82. 

Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq 10,    3,  '82. 

Charles  S.  Pancoast,  Esq 4,  20,  '80. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Pancoast 11,  21,  '81. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Pancoast 4,  18,  '81. 

Miss  Martha  M.  Pancoast 4,  18,  'Si. 

Mr.  John  Perot 9.  25,  'S3. 

Abram  B.  Ross,  Esq 3,    4,  '90. 

Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Schaffer 5,    8,  '88. 

Mr.  Herbert  Welsh 5,  25,  '80. 

Mr.  Guilliam  A.  Wells 1,    2,  '8^. 


*  Died. 

— Continue  active. 

X  Transferred  to  Associate  List. 

f  Transferred  to  Honorary  List. 


Resigned. 


*    7,  21,  :SS 


*  12,  II,  '85 

-10,    6,  '86 
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I877- 

-I892 

ATTENDANCE 

AT    MEETINGS 

Year. 

Season. 

Number  of 

Active 
Members. 

Number  of 

Meetings 

Held. 

Number 
Present  at 
Meetings. 

Percentage  of 

Attendance 

at  Meetings. 

I 

1877-78 

12 

25 

126 

.42 

2 

1878-79 

II 

25 

I27 

.46 

3 

1879-80 

IO 

37 

222 

.60 

4 

l88o-8l 

12 

32 

223 

.58 

if 

3 

l88l-82 

12 

36 

2S9 

.67 

6 

1882-83 

13 

39 

350 

.69 

7 

1883-84 

13 

38 

44O 

.89 

8 

1S84-85 

14 

37 

404 

.78 

9 

18S5-86 

13 

41 

421 

•79 

IO 

1886-87 

12 

40 

384 

.80 

ii 

18S7-88 

12 

41 

258 

.70 

12 

1S88-89 

12 

37 

263 

.84 

13 

1889-90 

12 

36 

286 

.72 

14 

189O-9I 

12 

40 

303 

.69 

15 

1S9I-92 

12 

35 

270 

•77 

539 


4366 
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Works 

Year. 

Season. 

Read.     ] 

3ebat 

I 

1877-73 

18 

O 

2 

187S-79 

35 

2 

3 

1879-80 

27 

4 

4 

lSS0-8l 

29 

4 

5 

l88l-82 

3S 

2 

6 

1S82-83 

13 

0 
0 

7 

18S3-84 

41 

2 

S 

1SS4-S5 

27 

0 

9 

1SS5-S6 

19 

1 

10 

1SS6-87 

39 

5 

ii 

18S7-88 

4i 

2 

12 

18SS-S9 

11 

0 

13 

1889-9O 

61 

1 

14 

189O-9I 

13 

1 

15 

189I-92 

19 

1 

43i 

30 

1877-1892 

SUMMARY  OF   WORK 

Private  Public       Members     Public 

Debates.  Receptions.  Receptions. Lectures.  Lectures. 

OOOO 
OOOO 
OOOO 
3OOO 
2I30 
2  I  I  O 
3I2O 
3IOO 

0  2        0        0 

1  3  3  6 
2250 

0197 
0240 
1250 
2130 

19     l7  35     l3 
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THE  MERMAID  CLUB: 


ITS    PAST    AND   FUTURE, 


Being  a  continuation  of  "  THE  MERMAID  OF  THE  PAST,"  and 
a  brief  record  of  the  work  of  the 


HERttAID  CLUB 

OF 

GERHANTOWN,    PHILADELPHIA,- 

from    the  completion  of  its  Fifteenth  Season,  May  24,  1892,  to 

the  close  of  its  Twentieth  Season,  May  25,  1897,— 

with  a  consideration  of  the  Club's  purpose. 


VENTILARE  SCINTILLAM. 


I877-I897, 


TO 

THE  BELOVED  OF  "THE  MERMAID," 

WHO  SLEEP. 


INDEX 

PAGE 

A  History  of  a  Reading  Club,  1882 II 

Anniversary  Meeting,  Twentieth II 

Appendix  to  Constitution 40 

Attendance  at  Meetings 62 

Club  Extension  Resolution 39 

Club  Organized 12 

Debates '3° 

Debates,  Conduct  of 18 

Discussions,  Club 19 

Extension  Plans  Presented 13 

Extension  Plans  Adopted 14 

Founder  of  Club 12 

Free  Library  Movement 16 

Lectures  by  Active  Members ....  34 

Mermaid  Inn 17 

Mermaid  Inn's,  Index  to 42 

Membership,  Club 56 

Membership,  Summary  of 62 

Ode  to  Mermaid  Club 42 

Officers  and  Standing  Committees 53 

Room  Secured  for  Meetings 14 

Reading,  Change  in  Method  of 18 

Registrar,  Appointment  of 18 

Receptions 31 

The  Record  of  a  Reading  Club,  1888 11 

The  Mermaid  of  the  Past,  1893 12 

"Vale" 52 

Works  Read,  List  of    ...   • 27 

Work,  Summary  of 62 


"I  never  knew 
more  sweet  and  happy  hours  than  I  employ'd 


>> 


upon  my  books. 

James  Shirley. 

"The  reading  of  books,  what  is  it  but  conversing  with 
the  wisest  men  of  all  ages  and  all  countries,  who 
thereby  communicate  to  us  their  most  delicate  thoughts, 
choicest  notions,  and  best  inventions,  couched  in  good 
expression,  and  digested  in  exact  method?" 

Isaac  Harrow. 

"Reading  is  to  the  mind,  what  exercise  is  to  the  body  : 
as  by  one,  health  is  preserved,  strengthened,  and  in- 
vigorated ;  by  the  other,  virtue  (which  is  the  health 
of  the  mind)  is  kept  alive,  cherished,  and  confirmed." 

Sir  Trichord  Steele. 

"Without  books,  God  is  silent,  justice  dormant,  nat- 
ural science  at  a  stand,  philosophy  lame,  letters  dumb, 
and  all  things  involved  in  Cimmerian  darkness." 

Thomas  V.  Bartholin. 

"Books  show  the  utmost  conquests  of  our  minds." 

Sir  William  Davenant. 

"In  vain  that  husbandman  his  seed  doth  sow 
If  he  his  crop  not  in  due  season  mow.— 

•  •••••• 

God,  who  to  thee  Reason  and  Knowledge  lent, 
Will  ask  how  these  two  talents  have  been  spent." 

Dominico  CMancini. 


THE  MERMAID  CLUB:- 

ITS  PAST  AND  FUTURE. 

Fellow-Workers,  and  Friends  of  the  Mermaid  Club:— 

Time's  mill  grinds  steadily,  and  its  output  is  exceed- 
ingly sure.  Unnoticed  the  days  glide  into  weeks,  the 
weeks  expand  to  years,  season  succeeds  season  with  a 
certainty  which  never  fails, — with  a  rapidity  that  is 
startling, — a  period  rounds,  and  a  cycle  is  completed. 
For  better  or  worse  the  wheel  turns, — the  increase  is 
what  we  make  it. 

Since  last  we  assembled  to  celebrate  the  Club  anni- 
versary feast,  who  among  us  shall  say  the  time  has  been 
long  ?  Since  last  we  were  called  together  to  discuss  the 
Club's  work,  who  among  us  shall  say  the  seasons  have 
been  unprofitably  employed  ? 

We  have  come  together  again  to  do  honor  to  the 
Mermaid  Club, — to  make  known  what  it  has  done  for 
us, — to  spread  abroad,  what  it  may  do  for  others.  We 
have  met  to  reason  together,  to  inquire  where  the  Club's 
advantages  have  failed,  to  discuss  the  extension  of  the 
Club's  work,  to  strengthen  if  possible  the  Club's  influ- 
ence, to  gather  if  it  may  be,  the  fruit  for  which  the  Mer- 
maid Club  has  "digged  and  pruned." 

Upon  these  joyous  occasions  the  feeling  is  apt  to   be 
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one  of  liberal  congratulation.  A  generous  lack  of  self- 
restraint  would  seem  natural  and  excusable, — but  un- 
guarded, pride  is  apt  to  cloud  the  outlook, — conceit  to  dis- 
tort the  image.  Properly  controlled,  this  feeling  of  pride 
is  commendable, — but  undue  exaltation  belongs  to  a 
period  of  incipiency,  when  the  seriousness,  the  dignity, 
the  true  inwardness  of  life,  are  incapable  of  comprehen- 
sion, when  the  mysteries  surrounding  us  cannot  be  ap- 
preciated, when  means  obscure  the  end,  when  principles 
are  veiled  so  deep,  that  their  signatures  cannot  be  read. 
Pride  of  personal  duty  to  do  right,  pride  of  loyalty  to  con- 
viction, pride  to  labor  for  the  general  good, — these  are 
divine  gifts  to  be  cultivated, — superficial  conceit  is  an 
obstruction  as  devastating,  as  it  is  ignoble, — as  foolish,  as 
it  is  contemptible. 

It  will  be  well  to  remember  that  individuals  are  in- 
struments ;  the  direction  and  the  mark,  the  purpose  ;  the 
end,  and  the  whole, — the  supreme  perfection. 

Work  here,  well  done,  is  good, — but  its  credit  releases 
no  man.     Energy  spent,  is  potentiality  dissipated. 

Doing  work  well,  is  a  spring  on  a  mountain  height, — 
conscious  that  its  force  will  become  one  with  the  great 
ocean, — it  flows  and  never  falters.  Above  it,  stretches 
the  heavens,  below  as  far  as  sight  can  distinguish,  lies 
the  silent  valley.  It  trusts  and  questions  not.  It  does  its 
duty. 

So  we  look  upon  the  purpose  of  the  Mermaid  Club, 
and  so  we  shall  treat  the  Club's  work,  upon  this  memor- 
able meeting. 

While  we  must  look  upon  the  Club's  work,  and  upon 
this  anniversary  seriously,  we  should  be  hypocritical  or 
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worse,  should  we  attempt  to  conceal  what  so  actively 
burns  within  us.  Age  is  best  expressed  by  the  minus 
sign.  It  is  an  indication  of  something  lost, — or  of  some- 
thing not  complete. 

For  twenty  years  the  Mermaid  Club  has  continued 
with  its  forces  unabated.  Its  desires  have  not  weakened, 
its  strength  has  not  failed,  its  purpose  has  not  changed. 
In  every  department  of  the  Club's  work,  maturity  sits 
enthroned,  undisputed  she  commands  the  way.  Lack  of 
vigor  alone  is  wanting,  consecrated  desire  gorges  to  the  full 
her  place.  Every  member  of  the  Mermaid  Club  can 
truthfully  say  to  her  : — 


"My  heart  and  limbs  are  stiil  the  same, 
My  will  as  great,  to  do  you  service. 
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From  the  "first  day  down  to  the  last,"  no  son  of  hers 
has  proved  untrue,  no  friend  has  proved  unkind.  To  the 
limits,  a  cloudless  sky  extends  before, — a  shining  record 
stands  behind.  The  future  brilliantly  illumined  beckons 
forward  from  a  mountain  height.  The  air  is  clear.  The 
prospect  is  clearly  defined.  It  is  summer.  The  reserves 
overflow  with  strength.  If  "Eric"  is  content,  he  will 
bask  in  the  sunshine.  If  he  is  energetic  and  determined, 
and  his  strength  fails  not, — he  will  reach  the  highest  pole. 

The  duty  laid  upon  us  is  a  simple  one.  Happily  the 
recordable  past  of  the  Mermaid  Club  has  been  placed  be- 
yond the  possibility  of  loss.  "A  History  of  the  Club," 
which  appeared  in  " The  Mermaid  Inn"  of  1882,  describes 
most  pleasantly  the  Club's  early  years.  "The  Record  of 
a  Reading  Club,"  presented  in  pamphlet  form  in  1888, 
preserves  the  first  ten  years'  labors.     "The  Mermaid  of 
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the  Past,"  published  in  1893,  details  the  routine  of  fifteen 
years, — and  there  remains  but  the  past  five  years'  work, 
for  presentation  and  consideration. 

This  is  not  a  time  for  reminiscence,  and  we  shall  pass 
without  comment,  the  period  now  completed. 

The  Mermaid  Club  was  organized  in  the  year  1877 
by  Henry  Spackman  Pancoast,  who  throughout  its  exist- 
ence, has  continued  active  in  its  interest,  and  who  is  this 
day, — its  President. 

The  central  idea  of  the  Club  continues  unchanged. 
The  purest  literature  has  been  selected,  and  from  the 
Club's  inception,  the  aim  has  been  to  study  the  best 
works  of  the  best  authors.  Details  and  methods  in  club 
work  have  changed,  but  the  change  has  consisted  in  clear- 
ing the  focus,  and  lifting  the  image  from  a  lower  to  a 
higher  plane.  The  vigor  of  the  Club  has  been  main- 
tained, and  intensified.  The  members,  and  those  selected 
by  them  to  guide  the  Club,  have  been  faithful  ;  the  work 
so  far  as  possible,  has  been  thorough  ;  the  policy  has 
been  undeviating  and  true.  There  are  no  neglects  to 
apologize  for, — no  mistakes  to  regret.  The  current  has 
been  ever  "onward," — the  aim  has  been  ever  "upward." 

At  the  special  meeting  for  the  season  of  1892-93,  held 
May  31,  1892,  a  motion  was  made,  that  the  Club  secure 
if  possible  a  room  for  its  future  meetings, — the  meetings 
at  that  time  being  held  at  the  members'  houses.  After  a 
general  discussion  this  proposition  was  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  was  elected  to  take  the  matter  in  charge.  The 
committee  was  instructed  to  present  its  report  at  the 
opening  meeting  of  the  season  of  1892-93. 

At  a  meeting  held  October  4,    1892,    the   Permanent 
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Quarters  committee  recommended  the  use  of  a  room  in 
the  Franklin  School,  Germantown  Avenue,  near  Pastor- 
ius  Street, — which  Mr.  Perry,  the  principal,  had  kindly 
placed  at  the  Club's  disposal. 

The  Club  after  a  general  discussion  declined  the 
offer,  and  discharged  the  committee  from  further  consid- 
eration of  the  matter.  Several  arguments  were  advanced 
against  the  plan, — but  the  fear  that  the  social  character- 
istics of  the  Club  would  be  destroyed, — prevailed. 

At  a  meeting  held  October  18,  1892,  a  new  plan  was 
proposed,  and  a  series  of  resolutions  presented.  Ample 
time  for  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions  was  given, 
and  one  by  one,  upon  stated  occasions,  they  were  dis- 
cussed and  adopted.  These  resolutions  declared,  "That 
the  Mermaid  Club  shall  record  itself  as  being  an  institu- 
tion designed  to  continue  perpetually;''  "That  special 
means  be  taken  to  increase  the  active  membership  of  the 
Club;'*  "That  all  ex-active  members  who  resigned  for  a 
sufficient  cause,  be  placed  upon  the  list  of  associate 
members;"  "That  there  be  started  a  fund,  to  be  called 
the  Mermaid  Library  Fund,  for  the  purchase  of  necessary 
books;"  "That  at  once  and  annually  thereafter,  a  com- 
mittee to  be  known  as  the  Permanent  Quarters  committee 
be  elected,  whose  duty  shall  consist  of  providing,  and  tak- 
ing care  of  a  permanent  quarters  for  the  Club." 

These  in  brief  were  the  questions  placed  before  the 
Club, — the  object  being  the  extension  of  the  Club 
limits, — and  the  opening  of  the  club  privileges  to  a 
greater  number, — than  house  to  house  meetings,  per- 
mitted. 

At  a  meeting  held  January  24,  1893,  these  resolutions 
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were  voted  upon  as  a  whole, — and  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

The  acceptance  of  these  resolutions  at  once  changed 
the  Club's  conduct  from  neutral  to  positive,  and  its  char- 
acteristic from  placidness  to  aggressiveness. 

To  simplify  and  present  this  address  as  briefly  as 
possible,  we  have  placed  in  the  appendix  the  text  of  these 
resolutions,  which  form  an  addition  to  the  constitution. 

The  several  committees  required  to  perform  the 
duties  under  the  amended  constitution  have  been  placed 
in  the  same  place,  for  the  same  reason. 

The  Club  entered  upon  this  new  work  with  eagerness 
and  earnestness.  The  roll  of  membership  was  revised 
and  corrected.  The  necessary  constitutional  changes 
were  made,  and  by  the  energy  of  the  Permanent  Quarters 
committee,  a  room  in  the  Workingmen's  Club  building, 
West  Chelten  Avenue,  was  secured. 

For  one  year,  from  November  14,  1893,  to  October  8, 
1894,  this  room  was  occupied  by  the  Club, — when  the 
building  was  sold,  and  the  Club  was  obliged  to  seek  other 
quarters.  From  the  city  of  Philadelphia's  representative, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Eisenhower,  the  Permanent  Quarters  committee 
obtained  the  right  to  a  room  in  the  Wister  House,  Vernon 
Park.  This  room  was  first  used  by  the  Club,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1894, — the  "opening"  being  a  reception,  at  which 
Dr.  Henry  Hartshorne  gave  a  lecture  upon  Japan. 

It  is  a  duty  and  a  pleasure  to  record,  that  previous  to 
its  occupancy  by  the  Club,  the  room  at  "Vernon"  had 
been  placed  in  order  by  a  committee  of  lady  honorary 
members,  to  whom,  and  also  to  Mrs.  Thomas  W.  Evans, 
and   to  Club  members, — Mrs.   Samuel  Chew,  and  Mrs. 
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John  Perot, — the  Club  is  indebted  for  generous  donations. 
Upon  taking  possession  of  its  quarters,  the  Club  felt  it 
had  properly  entered  upon  the  work  it  had  set  for  itself 
to  do.  The  Library  Committee  had  also  been  at  work, 
and  while  the  collection  of  books  belonging  to  the  Club  is 
not  large,  nor  the  selection  varied,  a  beginning  has  been 
made,  which  with  a  little  patience,  a  little  work,  and  a 
little  money,  may  be  developed  to  something  as  dignified 
as  it  is  desirable,  as  great,  as  it  is  commendable. 

While  the  several  committees  were  engaged,  the 
Club  also  was  busily  at  work,  and  the  roll  of  active 
members  was  largely  increased. 

During  the  season  of  1892-93, —  the  year  of  the 
Club's  enlargement,  fourteen  active  members  were 
elected,  which  greatly  added  to  the  intellectual  strength 
of  the  Club. 

It  was  feared  that  to  develop  too  rapidly,  would  be  to 
invite  disaster.  Those  who  keep  away  from  the  fire  run 
no  risk  of  getting  burnt, — but  they  learn  nothing.  Those 
who  stop  "about  home,"  live  in  a  contracted  sphere,  and 
they  see  but  little.  Those  who  are  afraid  to  venture, 
generally  manage  to  save  themselves,  but  they  seldom 
do  more. 

Activity  may  be  misdirected,  sincerity  may  err, — 
but  mistakes  may  be  remedied.  Inactivity  is  inexcusable, 
and  cowardice  is  unpardonable.  The  Mermaid  Club  can- 
not be  charged  with  either, — it  has  made  no  mistake.  This 
day  it  is  larger  and  better  than  ever  before.  It  is  more 
productive,  and  we  believe  it  is  more  sincere.  By  the 
change,  the  Club  ran  no  risk.  Life  is  too  short  to  waste, 
friends  are  too  few  to  lose.     By  its  extension,  the  Club 
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has  lost  none  of  its  good  fellowship, — the  same  ties 
bind,  the  same  interests  hold,  the  same  sympathy,  in- 
fluences and  directs. 

While  the  Mermaid  Club  was  engaged  in  carrying 
out  its  plan  of  development,  it  was  also  engaged  upon 
another,  and  perhaps  an  equally  important  work. 

At  a  meeting  held  January  23,  1894,  Harrison  S. 
Morris  gave  an  account  of  a  system  of  Free  Libraries  being 
inaugurated  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  suggested 
that  the  Mermaid  Club  endeavor  to  secure  a  library  for 
Germantown. 

The  suggestion  was  enthusiastically  received,  was 
voted  upon,  unanimously  adopted,  and  at  the  same  meet- 
ing, a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  the  matter  in 
charge. 

The  "  Free  Library  Committee  "  through  many  de- 
lays and  discouragements,  carried  its  purpose  to  success, 
and  on  October  15, 1895,  it  presented  its  final  report  to  the 
Club.  It  would  be  appropriating  what  does  not  belong  to 
it,  if  the  Club  did  not  here  acknowledge  the  general  sup- 
port given  the  movement  by  the  citizens  of  Germantown; 
by  the  particular  support  given  it  by  the  newspapers,  and 
ward  councilmen;  and  by  the  individual  efforts  of  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Club, — Professor  Thomas 
Meehan. 

The  Club  had  now  proved  the  quality  of  its  metal, — 
and  it  had  redeemed  its  pledge.  Without,  all  was  clear,  - 
the  Club  now  sought  to  strengthen  its  ramparts,  and  re- 
move obstructions  within. 

To  carry  out  the  plans  outlined  by  the  Club,  required 
energy  and  determination,  as  well  as  something   more. 
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Wherever  appealed  to,  liberal  members  came  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  committee  with  money.  The  needs  of  the 
committee  have  not  at  any  time  been  great,  but  at  no 
time  has  the  necessary  support  been  withheld.  Perhaps 
to  no  individual  is  the  financial  success  of  the  plan  due, — 
but  the  generous  donation  of  Henry  Hobart  Brown  at  the 
outset,  fired  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Club,  and  placed  the 
success  of  the  plan  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt. 

At  the  present  time  the  Club  has  its  room  in  the  Wis- 
ter  mansion,  by  permission  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

In  the  near  future  it  is  announced  the  City  Free  Li- 
brary will  occupy  the  building,  and  the  Mermaid  Club  has 
been  notified,  that  under  the  same  roof,  it  is  purposed  to 
reserve  a  room  for  its  permanent  use. 

Outward  improvements,  made  inward  changes  im- 
perative. The  office  of  President  has  been  distinctly 
raised.  No  longer  may  its  duties  be  satisfied  with  a 
knowledge  of  constitutional  details,  no  matter  how  com- 
plete; no  longer  may  its  obligations  be  discharged  by  a 
mechanical  attendance  at  meetings  no  matter  how  reliable. 
These  in  their  outward  semblance  may  become  "earthy," 
— the  President  now,  must  be  a  director  and  a  teacher. 

It  was  feared  that  the  additional  committees  made  nec- 
essary by  the  changes  in  the  constitution,  would  interfere 
with,  and  complicate  the  Club's  work,  but  the  fear  has 
proved  unfounded.  The  several  committees  have  attend- 
ed to  their  work  so  well,  that  if  it  were  not  for  their  pe- 
riodical reports,  their  existence  would  not  be  suspected. 
One  of  the  most  important  of  recent  improvements  has 
been  the  re-appearance  of  "The  Mermaid  Inn."  This 
magazine   was   conducted   from    1879  to  l%%%  inclusive, 
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when  it  was  discontinued,  because  of  other  duties  press- 
ing upon  the  members.  Through  the  interest  and  per- 
sistency of  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits  this  work  has  been  re- 
vived, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
continue  with  the  Club.  Originally  "The  Mermaid  Inn" 
contained  articles,  as  selected  and  contributed  by  the  Club 
members.  Now  it  is  composed  of  papers  prepared  and 
presented  during  the  season, upon  a  definite  course  of  study. 
Thus  all  papers  presented  during  1892-93  were  upon 
Shakespeare's  "Macbeth;"  those  presented  during  1893- 
94  were  upon  "Hamlet;"  during  1894-95,  upon  "The 
Democratic  Movement  in  England;"  during  1895-96 — 
upon  "The  Roman  Plays;" — and  during  the  present  sea- 
son, upon  the  "Poetry  of  Alfred  Tennyson." 

The  general  conduct  of  the  Club  work  continues  un- 
changed, but  the  methods  in  some  instances  have  been 
improved.  The  old  system  by  which  without  notice, 
readers  were  selected  alphabetically  in  turn  at  a  meeting, 
has  given  way  to  appointments  by  the  President,  who  an- 
nounces the  readers  one  week  in  advance  of  the  reading. 
The  method  of  conducting  debates  has  also  been  changed. 
Now  the  time  allowed  each  side  is  determined,  and  the 
judge  is  required  to  act  as  registrar.  An  office  of  registrar 
has  been  created  with  duties  distinct  from  those  of  the 
Club  secretary.  The  registrar  is  expected  to  keep  a  record 
of  all  criticisms  of  interest, — and  of  other  matter  valuable  to 
the  Club  for  reference.  The  work  of  this  office  is  not  new, 
but  observation  of  its  obligations  is,  and  the  Club  is  in- 
debted to  Dr.  Willits  for  his  acceptance  of  the  charge,  and 
for  his  activity  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  duties. 

These  briefly  are  the  main  facts  of  the  Clubs'  past 
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five  years.  Those  who  care  for  details,  we  refer  to  the  Club 
minutes.  In  Leonard  Tapley,  Charles  M.  Ballantine, 
Henry  R.  Robins,  Spencer  P.  Hazard,  and  Edward  C. 
Tingley,  the  Club  has  had  most  able  and  painstaking 
secretaries.  What  we  here  pass  intentionally,  or  unin- 
tentionally, will  be  found  in  the  Club  records. 

While  the  Club  has  been  active  in  the  enlargement 
and  improvement  of  its  work,  it  has  not  neglected  any  of 
the  Club  features  which  had  been  tried  and  found  good. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  period,  receptions 
were  frequent,  and  debates  few.  Of  late,  debates  have 
been  frequent,  and  receptions  few. 

Club  discussions  at  one  time  rare,  are  now  frequent. 

The  Club  in  advancing  from  a  "Twentieth  of  a  Cen- 
tury" to  a  Fifth  of  a  Century, — is  twenty  years  stronger. 

The  Mermaid  Club  is  indebted  to  its  honorary  mem- 
bers and  others,  who  in  the  past  have  materially  helped 
to  establish  the  reputation  of  "The  Mermaid,"  as  a  liter- 
ary Club.  During  the  present  period,  the  Club  is 
specially  indebted  to  Dr.  Horace  Howard  Furness,  Har- 
rison S.  Morris,  Francis  Howard  Williams,  Henry  Hobart 
Brown,  Prof.  Henry  Hanby  Hay,  John  Foster  Kirk,  LL.  D., 
Prof.  A.  Estoclet,  Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq.,  N.  Dubois 
Miller,  Esq.,  and  Francis  Fisher  Kane,  Esq. 

One  more  name  we  should  like  to  add, — but  we  may 
not.  He  has  gone,  but  his  pure  and  kindly  spirit  will 
ever  be  with  us.  Long  after  these  words  have  passed, 
and  this  page  is  forgotten,  his  goodness  will  survive.  He 
needs  no  commendation, — for  virtue  is  a  blessing,  which 
to  limit,  is  sacrilege. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  during  the  period  now 
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completed,  the  Club  has  never  wanted  for  generous 
friends.  In  many  ways  the  Club  has  been  graciously 
favored, — and  it  is  greatly  indebted  to  Mrs.  Head, — who 
with  the  kindest  interest,  placed  the  use  of  her  school  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Club. 

The  removal  of  the  restrictions  of  membership, 
opened  the  door  of  the  Club,  and  friends  have  been  pleased 
to  accept  invitations  to  attend  meetings.  The  Club  has 
been  honored  by  a  visit  of  a  Kensington  Literary  Society, 
accompanied  by  Miss  Ellicott  and  Miss  Kelly.  The 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Germantown 
called  upon  the  Club  for  a  member  to  act  as  judge  of  a 
debate.  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits  was  elected  to  serve, 
and  most  satisfactorily  filled  the  appointment.  Other 
invitations  were  received,  and  accepted. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  by  the  removal  of  the 
membership  limit,  past  "Mermaid  Junior"  members, 
have  again  entered  the  Club.  Here  with  a  little  atten- 
tion, other  members  may  doubtless  be  secured. 

%L»  S^  ^f  *&  *&f  >t*  *i*  *1* 

*^  *^»  ^*  ^f*  *y^  *"y»  *>^  ^> 

The  outline  sketch  we  have  now  presented,  is  suf- 
ficient we  hope,  to  show  the  direction  and  value  of  the 
stream.  The  question  which  now  confronts  us  is, — what 
does  this  energy  mean  ?  Is  it  merely  the  weekly  occu- 
pation of  an  evening  ?  Is  it  the  selfish  improvement  of  a 
congenial  group  ?  Does  it  mean  anything  beyond  to-day  ? 
Is  it  a  barren  commodity,  which  he  who  has  may  keep  ? 
What  is  it  we  struggle  for  ? 

Examine  the  register  of  the  Mermaid  Club.  There  is 
no  lack  of  method  there.  A  gradual  development  may 
be  observed.     For  what, — towards  what  ? 
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During  its  life,  the  Mermaid  Club  has  held  714  regu- 
lar meetings,  with  an  attendance  of  6003, — making  an 
average  of  eight  active  members  at  each  meeting  of  the 
entire  period.  The  aggregate  membership  of  the  Club, 
including  active,  associate,  and  honorary  members, 
has  been  120.     The  present  membership  is  eighty-six. 

During  the  past  twenty  years  the  Mermaid  Club  has 
read  521  articles,  has  held  thirty-seven  debates,  has  pre- 
pared seventy -four  papers  for  "  Tlie  Mermaid  Inn,"  has 
presented  eighty  lectures  by  active  members;  has  had 
forty-nine  private  and  public  receptions; — has  given  two 
courses  of  public  lectures. 

Surely  this  labor  muststand  for  something; — if  it  does 
not, — then  must  the  Mermaid  Club  have  labored  in  vain. 
If  this  work  has  been  objectless, — the  growth  "forced," — 
then  let  the  quicksands  bury  it  deep. 

Let  us  speak  plainly.  My  friends,  this  Club  has  done 
many  things, — but  it  halts  upon  the  threshold  of  a  higher 
work.  Whether  the  Club  shall  advance  or  retreat,  is  the 
question  we  have  now  to  consider.  The  details  of  this 
organization  are  perfect  for  its  needs.  The  days  of 
searching  for  members,  and  officers,  and  places  of  meeting 
are  past.  A  standing  in  the  community  has  been  secured. 
The  Club's  endorsement,  is  accepted  as  a  guarantee  of  a 
projects  respectability  and  worth.  The  preliminaries  have 
been  mastered.  Success  as  an  organization  is  no  longer 
debatable.  Under  the  auspices  of  the  Mermaid  Club, 
new  literary  societies  have  been  organized  and  en- 
couraged; public  readings,  public  debates,  public  lec- 
tures,— have  been  given;  a  private  society  organized  and 
conducted  privately  for  private  work,   has  out-grown  its 
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restrictions,  and  in  every  sense,  has  become  a  public  in- 
stitution. 

It  is  no  longer  desirable, — it  is  no  longer  possible  for 
it  to  hide  its  "light  under  a  bushel," — yet  with  its  single- 
ness of  purpose,  its  energy,  its  cumulative  productivity 
of  many  sorts, — there  remains  one  avenue  into  which 
the  Club  has  not  distinctly  entered. 

For  many  years  the  Club  members  have  been  writing 
for  "The  Mermaid  Inn"  but  in  the  larger  field  of  literature, 
the  Club  is  unknown, — as  a  Club,  it  is  silent.  The 
production  of  high-grade  public  articles  and  books,  is  the 
next  natural  step  in  the  progress  of  the  Mermaid  Club. 

This  is  the  work  for  which  the  Club  has  specially 
prepared  itself, — and  it  does  not  produce.  There 
is  a  time  for  everything, — a  time  to  take, — there  is  a 
time  to  give.  What  have  we  that  we  have  "not  re- 
ceived,"— and  what  have  we  to  give,  but  what  has 
"been  given"  us  ?  The  moral  is  obvious.  If  we  are  con- 
tent to  forever  receive, — we  are  inferiors.  If  we  belittle 
endeavor,  we  degrade  ourselves.  If  we  bury  knowledge, 
we  squander  time.  If  after  twenty  years  of  service  we 
lack  confidence, — we  are  weaklings, — and  further  effort 
will  be  futile,  The  enrichment  of  literature  in  general, 
and  of  American  literature  in  particular,  is  the  duty  we 
have  indicated. 

Surely  the  expanse  is  wide  enough,  and  the  object 
worthy.  No  circus  is  complete  without  a  clown,  no  hea- 
ven perfect  without  a  directing  Spirit.  The  difference  is 
in  kind.  The  choice  is  free.  The  selection  fixes  the 
value. 

In  present  day  literature  we  have  too  much  levity, — 
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too  little  sincerity.  We  have  too  much  volume,  with  too 
little  quality,  too  much  area  without  an  elevation,  too 
many  showy  cases  with  little  in  them,  too  many  hirelings 
at  a  price  per  page. 

Carlyle  has  told  us  that  "the  art  of  writing  is  the  most 
miraculous  of  all  things  man  has  devised," — it  is  this 
truly, — but  it  is  much  more  than  this.  The  miracle  lies 
in  the  translation,  and  in  our  comprehension  of  it.  Its 
wonder,  is  the  will  of  the  Divinity  speaking,  and  reveal- 
ing itself  in  us.  Literature  in  its  highest  expression, 
transcends  art.  Its  form,  its  apparel,  its  gradations  and 
decorations,  are  keys  to  play  upon,  these  constitute  the 
art, — beneath  is  the  breathing  soul,  supreme,  which  refuses 
to  be  defined.  Books  are  vehicles  of  literature,  and  "are 
a  substantial  thing."  They  are  "the  outward  and  visible 
sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace."  They  are  the 
measure  of  a  man,  a  nation, — a  world, — a  "recording 
gauge," — by  which  we  "stand  for  judgment." 

Let  us  be  understood.  The  "Faculty  Divine"  is  rare. 
It  is  committed  to  few.  We  may  not  each  possess  it. 
Where  the  trust  has  been  denied,  it  cannot  be  gained, — but 
to  those  who  hold  it  not,  power  to  meet  it, — to  appreciate 
it, — to  be  benefitted  by  it,  is  given.  Our  privilege  then 
should  be,  to  welcome  it  where  met,  to  encourage,  and 
aid,  what  unrecognized  and  unsupported,  would  struggle 
to  a  failure. 

Nature  has  decreed  that  the  best  shall  live, — and  the 
best  alone  is  worth  the  striving  for.  With  the  degree  of 
intensity  we  feel,  we  produce,  with  the  sincerity  and 
reverence  we  produce,  has  the  production  value.  Lack 
of  production  is  sufficient  evidence,  of  absence  of  the  pro- 
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ductive  faculty,  so  where  production  is,  and  is  burdened, — 
it  becomes  a  duty  to  assist  it,  as  opportunity  is  given. 

In  a  restricted  sense  the  Mermaid  Club  does  produce. 
During  the  coming  five  years  it  should  endeavor  to  pro- 
duce effectively.  In  "The  Mermaid  Inns"  the  Club  pos- 
sesses a  number  of  volumes  worthy  a  wider  circulation, 
than  they  have  been  given.  Those  numbers  of  "TheUAer- 
maid  Inn"  composed  of  articles  upon  special  subjects, 
should  be  printed. 

The  Club  may  very  properly  consider  the  creation  of 
a  fund  for  this  purpose.  Though  at  present  impracticable, 
there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  future.  Of  two  deficien- 
cies,— undue  modesty,  and  poverty, — it  is  difficult  to  de- 
cide which  is  the  worse.  The  Club  has  suffered  from 
both.  In  the  immediate  future,  the  Club  should  strive  to 
fortify  itself  against  the  "days  to  come."  There  must  be 
no  standing  idle,  no  giving  way,  and  no  moving  backward. 
The  Club  should  take  these  matters  into  consideration 
without  delay,  and  must  do  so,  to  support  a  reasonable 
excuse  for  continuance. 

If  the  Club  has  so  long  lived  and  labored,  and  at  the 
entrance  to  a  larger  work  retreats;  if  it  has  trained  itself 
for  twenty  years,  and  on  the  day  of  battle  deserts;  if  it 
meets  not  "groat  with  groat;"  effort  with  effort ;  lofty  de- 
sire to  advance  with  determination  to  advance;  mutual  ap- 
preciation, mutually  intensified;  individual  singleness  of 
purpose  welded  into  club  unity  of  action, — then  our  work 
as  a  Club  has  been  fruitless, — the  fairy  isle  we  launched 
to  explore,  is  a  mirage  beyond  our  reckoning,  and  we 
helplessly  drift  in  an  unknown  sea. 

The  past  is  useless,  if  it  is  not  indicative  ; — character 
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is  worthless  if  it  be  not  constant; — history  is  valueless, — 
if  it  registers  falsely.  Happily  there  is  no  fear  of  the 
future  of  "The  Mermaid." 

Active  members  of  the  Club  have  already  redeemed 
themselves,  and  there  are  others  upon  whom  the  times 
wait.  An  interesting  addition  to  the  literature  of  the 
Club  would  be  a  bibliography  of  the  work  of  its  honorary 
members,  and  were  we  to  present  such  a  list,  the  revela- 
tion would  be  surprising. 

Your  historian,  deeply  conscious  of  his  own  imperfec- 
tions and  limitations,  clings  to  a  belief  that  this  Club  can 
never  fail.  He  has  faith,  that  at  future  great  anniver- 
saries, there  will  be  much  to  testify  to  the  sincerity  of 
the  Mermaid  Club. 

"The  times  change  and  we  change  with  them," — but 
we  have  in  the  Mermaid  Club  this  day,  not  one  member 
it  can  afford  to  do  without,  not  one  member  of  whom 
"the  Club"  is  not  proud.  The  stars  in  glory  differ,  but 
together  they  light  the  night.  If  they  comfort  but  one 
poor  soul  struggling  in  the  dark,  who  shall  say  they  shine 
in  vain. 

My  friends, — there  can  be  no  failure  where  there  is  no 
loss,  and  in  a  large  sense  this  Club  can  never  fail. 

Its  spirit  is  one  with  that  spirit  which  through  in- 
finitesimal successions,  throbs  to  the  limits  of  space  in 
obedience  to  the  Master's  command  ;  it  is  the  same  spirit 
which  from  no  beginning,  has  existed  through  incalculable 
cycles  of  time,  and  in  incomprehensible  divisibilities,  con- 
tinues to  rise,  and  pass,  and  re-appear,  subject  to  the 
Creator's  will.  It  is  nothing  less  than  this  we  are  to 
harmonize  with  ;  it  is  nothing  less  than  this,  we  are  to  be 
in  sympathy  with. 
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Humbly  and  simply, — let  us  silently  and  reverently 
stand, — overlooking  valleys  we  may  not  cross,  viewing 
heights  we  may  not  ascend,  wonderingly  endeavoring  to 
trace  the  imagery  which  our  strained  and  imperfect  eyes 
may  but  faintly  see, — images  which  before  us  become 
fainter  and  weaker,  which  like  a  passing  soul  struggling 
with  mortality,  sink  and  revive,  slowly  fade,  and  more 
slowly  rise, — brighten, — and  go  out.  We  look  for  them 
to  return, — but  they  are  gone.  The  silence  is  chancel  to 
the  beyond.  It  is  very  dark.  The  world  seems  empty. 
But  as  we  wait,  a  gleam  of  light  flashes  across  the  deep. 

The  mists  begin  to  lift, — the  shadows  to  shorten.  A 
new  world  opens.  The  past  in  procession  passes.  Long 
silenced  voices  make  sweet  the  air.  Long  vanished  forms 
renewed  appear.  The  dawn  of  a  new  era  lifts.  The 
haze  unfolds  and  flees.  The  brightness,  brightens.  It  is 
the  glory  of  the  everlasting.  Before  us  is  perfec- 
tion,— and  God.  Though  we  cannot  reach  it, — must 
view  it  from  afar,  let  us  look  upon  it, — receive  it, — "and 
be  thankful." 


APPENDIX 

List  of  Works  Read 

1892-1893 

Shakespeare's  "flacbeth." 

Shakespeare's  ''Macbeth."     First  Reading. 
Rolfe's  Introduction  to  Shakespeare's  "Macbeth." 
Shakespeare's  "Macbeth."    Critical  Reading. 

1893-1894 

Shakespeare's  "Hamlet." 

Shakespeare's  "Hamlet."     First  Reading. 
Goethe' s  Criticism  of  "Ham let. "— "Furness'  Variorum  Edition. ' ' 
"Hamlet."      Edward     Dowden.       "Shakespeare,— His    Mind 
and  Art." 

"The  Character  of  Ophelia."     Mrs.  Jamison. 
Shakespeare's  "Hamlet."     Critical  Reading. 

1894-1895 
"The  Democratic  Hovement  in  England." 

"Industrial  England."      Green's,  "History  of  the  English  Peo- 
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pie. 

Lecky's,— "England  in  the  18th  Century."    Vol.  1.,  chapter  4. 

Lecky's,— "England  in  the  18th  Century."  Vol.  2.,  pages  177- 
205. 

Gibbon's, — "History  of  England."  Chapter  on  "Industrial 
Changes." 

Pancoast's, — "Introduction  to  English  Literature."  "Modern 
Period,"  chapter  1,  pages  219-245. 
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Gray's, — "Elegy  in  a  Country  Church-yard  " 

Goldsmith's, — "Deserted  Village." 

Cowper.     Selections  from  "The  Task." 

Robert  Burns.     "Twa  Dogs." 

Pancoast's, — "Introduction  to  English  Literature,"  —  article 
upon  Robert  Burns. 

"England's  Ability  to  Retain  Her  Colonies,"— "The  Forum." 

"France."     Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge. 

"Rhyme  of  the  Ancient  Mariner."     Coleridge. 

Pancoast's, — "Introduction  to  English  Literature," — article  upon 
Samuel  Taylor  Coleridge. 

WUliam  Wordsworth:  "Ode  to  Duty,"  "Intimations  of  Immortal- 
ity," "Lines  on  Tintern  Abbey,"  "Simon  Lee,"  "Ruth," 
"Solitary  Reaper,"  "Michael,"  "To  a  Highland  Girl/'Pancoasfa,— 
"Introduction  to  English  Literature," — article  upon  William 
Wordsworth. 

Lord  Byron:  "Childe  Harold."  Canto  iv.  "PrisonerofCb.il- 
lon."  Pancoast's, — "Introduction  to  Erglish  Literature," — article 
upon  Lord  Byron. 

Percy  Bysshe  Shelley  : — "Song  to  the  Men  of  England,"  "Simile 
for  Two  Political  Characters  of  1818,"  "Fragment  to  the  People  of 
England,"  "What  Men  Gain  Fairly."  Pancoast's, — "Introduction 
to  English  Literature," — article  on  Shelley. 

Alfred  Tennyson: — "You  Ask  Me  Why  Tho'  111  at  Ease,"  "Love 
Thou  Thy  Land,"  "Of  Old  Sat  Freedom  on  the  Height,"  "Poli- 
tics." Pancoast, — "Introduction  to  English  Literature;" — article 
on  Tennyson." 

1895-1898 

Shakespeare's    Roman    Plays  :— "Julius    Caesar,"     "Corio= 
Janus,"  "Antony  and  Cleopatra." 

Shakespeare's, — "Coriolanus."     First  Reading. 
Shakespeare's, — "Julius  Csesar."    First  Reading. 
Shakespeare's,— "Antony  and  Cleopatra."    First  Reading. 
Shakespeare's,— "Julius  Caesar."     Critical  Reading. 
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Heraldry.  Coat  of  Arms  of  Great  Britain.  Encyclopedia  Brit- 
tanica. 

Selections  from  Creighton's  "History  of  Rome."  Literature 
Primer  Series. 

1896-1897 

The  Victorian  Period.    A  Study  of  Tennyson. 

Alfred  Tennyson. 

"The  Palace  of  Art."  "Political  Poems."  "Day  Dream." 
"Locksley  Hall."  "Locksley  Hall  Sixty  Years  After."  "The 
Coming  of  Arthur."  "Gareth  and  Lynette."  "Geraint  and 
Enid."  "Lancelot  and  Elaine."  "The  Holy  Grail."  "Gui- 
nivere."  "Passing  of  Arthur."  "Ulysses."  "By  an  Evo- 
lutionist." "Sea  Fairies."  "The  Lotus  Eaters."  Epilogue 
—"Idylls  of  the  King." 

Matthew  Arnold. 

"Tristram  and  Iseult." 

John  Keats. 

"Lamia."     "Ode  on  a  Grecian  Urn."     "Ode  to  a  Nightin- 
gale." 

William  Watson. 

"First  Skylark  of  Spring."  "The  Turk  in  Armenia." 
"Ignoble  Ease."  "Repudiated  Responsibility."  "The  Knell 
of  Chivalry."  "To  Russia."  "Starving  Armenia."  "The 
Awakening."     "Leisured  Justice."     "The  Bard  in  Waiting." 

Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

"Land  of  Counterpane."     "The  Land  of  Nod." 

Rudyard  Kipling. 

"Fuzzy  Wuzzy."     "Danny  Deaver." 

Thomas  Babington  Macaulay. 
"Samuel  Johnson." 

Thomas  Carlyle. 

Essay — "Johnson,  Rousseau,  and  Burns."  From  "Hero  and 
Hero  Worship." 

Richard  Le  Galliane. 

'The  Victorian  Era — Literature  of  the  Queen's  Reign." 
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DEBATES 

1895-1896 

March  U,  1896. 

"Resolved,  That  the  ascertainment  of  the  date  of  Shakes- 
peare's plays  is  immaterial?"  Judge,  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 
Verdict  for  negative. 

March  31,  1896. 

"Resolved,  That  Shakespeare  wrote  mainly  for  popularity 
and  financial  success  ?"  Judge,  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits.  Ver- 
dict for  affirmative. 

April  7,  1896. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Elizabethan  Drama,  was  not  an  out- 
growth of  the  pre-Elizabethan  Drama  in  England  ?"  Judge, 
Frank  B.  Greene.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

May  19,  1896. 

"Resolved,  That  the  greatness  of  the  Elizabethan  Period 
was  mainly  due  to  the  influence  of  Elizabeth?"  Judge, 
Charles  M.  Ballantine.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 


1896-1897 

February  9,  1897. 

"Resolved,  That  the  tendencies  of  the  present  age  are  in- 
creasingly unfavorable  to  the  production  of  poetry?"  Judge, 
Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits.    Verdict  for  affirmative. 

March  2,  1897. 

"Resolved,  The  poet  should  aim  to  be  a  teacher?"  Judge, 
Henry  S.  Pancoast.     Verdict  for  affirmative. 

April  20,  1897. 

"Resolved,  That  nations  should  be  controlled  by  the  same 
code  of  morals  as  individuals?"  Judge,  Dr.  Oliver  P.  Lund. 
Verdict  for  affirmative. 
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RECEPTIONS 


1892-1893 

November  29,  1892. 

First  Reception, — held  at  house  of  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Lec- 
ture by  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Subject, — "The  Origin  and 
Early  Development  of  Poetry." 

January  10,  1893. 

Second  Reception, — held  at  St.  Michael's  Parish  Building.  Lecture 
by  Prof.  A.  Estoclet.  Subject, — "An  Etymological  Ramble 
through  the  Place  Names  of  Great  Britain." 

March  7,  1893. 

TJiird  Reception, — held  at  house  of  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.  Lec- 
ture by  Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq.  Subject, —  "A  Trip  through 
the  South  of  France." 

May  23,  1893. 

Closing  Reception, — held  at  the  house  of  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq. 
Addresses  by  N.  Dubois  Miller,  Esq.,  Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq., 
Rev.  J.  K.  Murphy,  D.  D. ;  Rev.  William  Ely,— and  others. 
Subject,— "The  Future  Work  of  the  Mermaid  Club." 


1893-1894 

January  2,  1894. 

First  Reception, — held  at  Club  Room,  Workingmen  Club  Building. 
Lecture  written  by  John  Foster  Kirk,  LL  D., — Read  by  John 
Foster  Kirk,  Jr.    Subject, — "Shakespeare's  Macbeth." 
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January  31,  1894. 

Second  Reception, —  held  at  Club  Room,  Workingmen'e  Club 
Building.  Lecture  by  Prof.  Henry  Hanby  Hay.  Subject, — 
"Shakespeare's  Hamlet." 

March  6,  1894. 

Third  Reception,— held  at  Mrs.  Head's  School,  104  W.  Chelten 
Avenue.  Reading  by  Horace  Howard  Furness,  LL.  D.  Sub- 
ject,— "Shakespeare's  King  John." 

May  22,  1894. 

Closing  Reception, — held  at  Workingmen's  Club  Building.  Ad- 
dresses by  N.  Dubois  Miller,  Esq.,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Frank 
B.  Greene,  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq.,  Ed- 
win C.  Jellett.  Subject, — "The  Development  of  the  Mermaid 
Club  Work." 

1894-1895 

December  12,  1894. 

First  Reception, — held  at  Club  Room,  Wister  House,  Vernon  Park. 
Lecture  by  Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.  Subject, — 
"Japan." 

March  5,  1895. 

Second  Reception, — held  at  Club  Room,  Wister  House,  Vernon 
Park.  Discussion  by  Francis  Howard  Williams,  Harrison  S. 
Morris,  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, — "Byron  and  Shelley 
as  Poets  of  the  Revolution." 

May  28,  1895. 

Closing  Reception, — held  at  Club  Room,  Wister  House,  Vernon 
Park.  Discussions  by  Henry  Hobart  Brown,  N.  Dubois  Miller, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Joseph  Head,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Frank  B.  Greene, 
and  Mrs.  William  L.  Schaeffer.  Subject,— "What  is  the  True 
Function  of  Education  in  our  Republic  ?" 
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1895-1896 

May  26,  1896. 

Closing  Reception, — held  at  the  Club  Room,  Wister  House,  Vernon 
Park.  Discussion, — by  Francis  Fisher  Kane,  Esq.,  Henry  S. 
Pancoast,  Frank  B.  Greene.  Subject, — "Is  the  Greatness  of 
the  American  People  too  Utilitarian  ?' ' 


1896-1897 

May  25,  1897. 
Closing  Reception, —  held  at  the  house  of  Charles  E.  Pancoast,  Esq. 
Reading:— "The  Mermaid  Club:  its  Past  and  Future,"  by 
Edwin  C.  Jellett.  Discussion, — by  Harrison  S.  Morris,  Philip 
H.  Goepp,  Frank  P.  Prichard,  Esq.,  and  Henry  S.  Pancoast. 
Subject,— "The  Place  of  Poetry  in  Modern  Life." 


LECTURES  AND  DISCUSSIONS. 

BY 

Active  Members,  at  Regular  Club  Meetings. 


1892-1893 

October  4,  1892. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, — "The  Rise  of 
the  English  Drama, — to  the  Death  of  Shakespeare."     (i.) 

October  11,  1892. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, —  "The  Rise  of 
the  English  Drama, — to  the  Death  of  Shakespeare."     (n.) 

November  8,  1892. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject,  —  "The  Rise  of 
the  English  Drama, — to  the  Death  of  Shakespeare."     (in.) 

February  21,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Edwin  C.  Jellett.  Subject, — "The  Belief  in 
Witchcraft,  in  the  Time  of  Shakespeare." 

March  21,  1893. 

General  Discussion: — "Shakespeare's  Treatment  of  the 
Supernatural  in  Macbeth  and  Other  Plays." 

April  4,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Joseph  R.  Lees.  Subject,— "The  Character  of 
Lady  Macbeth." 

Lecture  by  William  Whitby.  "The  Character  of  Banquo." 

April  11,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Charles  M.  Ballantine.  Subject,— "The  Char- 
acter Contrast  in  Macbeth;"  "Macbeth  and  Lady  Macbeth;" 
"Macbeth  and  Banquo;"   "Macbeth  and  Duncan.' 
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April  18,  1893. 

General  Discussion  : — *  'Disputed  readings  of  passages  in 
Macbeth." 

April  25,  1893. 

Lecture  by  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.  Subject, — "The  Dramatic 
Background  in  Macbeth  and  Other  Plays,  and  in  Poetry  and 
Fiction  in  General." 

May  2,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, — "Parallelisms 
in  Macbeth." 

May  9,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Spencer  P.  Hazard.  Subject, — "The  Place  of 
Macbeth  in  the  Order  of  Shakespeare's  Plays." 

May  16,  1893. 

Lecture  by  William  T.  Murphy.  Subject,— "Macbeth  and 
Hamlet." 


1893-1894 

October  10,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, — "The  Renais- 
sance.   Advance  of  Civilization." 

October  17,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject — "The  Renais- 
sance.    Before,  and  After  the  Renaissance." 

October  24,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, —"The  Renais- 
sance. Phases  of  the  Renaissance  in  the  Several  Countries  ot 
Europe." 

December  19,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject, — "The  Character 
of  Hamlet." 
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December  26,  1893. 

Lecture  by  Edwin  C.  Jellett.    Subject, — "The  Sources  of 
the  Play  of  Hamlet." 

January  16,  1894. 

Lecture  by  Spencer  P.   Hazard.     Subject, — "The  Char- 
acter of  Polonius." 

March  13,  1894. 

Lecture  by  Joseph  R.   Lees.    Subject,— "Character  Con- 
trast : — Hamlet  and  Laertes." 

April  20,  1894. 

Discussion: — "The  Causes  of  the  Popularity  ot  Hamlet." 


1894-1895 

October  16,  1894. 

Lecture    by  Henry    S.     Pancoast.      Subject, — "Political 
Changes  in  England." 


November  13,  1894. 

Discussion  : — "England  and  Her  Colonies. 


1 1 


January  29, 1895. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits.  Subject,— "Main  Facts 
in  the  Expansion  of  England  in  the  Eighteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth Centuries." 

February  19,  1895. 

Lecture  by  G.  El  wood  Wagner.  Subject,— "The  Effects 
of  the  Expansion  of  England  in  the  Eighteenth  and  Nine- 
teenth Centuries  on  Manufactures  and  Commerce." 

February  26,  1895. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.  Subject,— "The  Spread 
of  the  English  Language  and  Standard  of  Civilization." 
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1895-1896 

October  8,  1895. 

Lecture  by  Frank  B.   Greene.      Subject, — ''History    of 
Home  from  Its  Foundation,  to  the  Empire." 

January  7,  1896. 

Lecture  by  Frank  B.   Greene.     Subject, — "Caius  Julius 
Cresar." 

February  18,  1896. 

Lecture  by  Edwin  C.   Jellett.    Subject, — "Shakespeare's 
Brutus." 

February  25,  1896. 

Lecture  by  Henry  S.  Pancoast.    Subject, — "Shakespeare's 
Cassius." 

February  25,  1896. 

Lecture  by   Spencer  P.  Hazard.     Subject, — "The  Char- 
acter of  Virgilia." 

March  10,  1896. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  I.   Pearson  Willits.     Subject, — "Causes  of 
Success  and  Failure  in  Shakespeare's  Plays." 

April  14,  1896. 

Discussion : — "The  General  Scope  and   Purpose  of  the 
Play  of  Julius  Ciesar." 

April  21,  1896. 

Discussion  : — "Is  There  Any  Necessary  Connection  be- 
tween a  Man's  Moral  Character  and  His  "Works  ?" 

April  28,  1896. 

Discussion  : — "Character    Contrast :   Cleopatra,      Portia, 
and  Yolumnia." 

May  5,  1896. 

Discussion  : — "Shakespeare,  Milton,  and  Wordsworth." 
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1896-1897 

October  SO,  1896. 

Lecture  by  Frank  B.  Greene.     Subject, — "Alfred  Tenny- 
son." 

October  27,  1896. 

Discussion  : — Keat's, — "Lamia." 

November  10,  1896. 

Discussion  :— "Locksley  Hall." 

February  16,  1897. 

Discussion  :— Tennyson's,— "Idylls  of  the  King." 

March  16,  1897. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits.    Subject,— "The    Au- 
thurian  Legend." 

March  30,  1897. 

Lecture  by  Dr.  Oliver  P.  Lund.     Subject,—  "The  Place  of 
the  Holy  Grail  in  Tennyson's  Idylls  of  the  King." 

April  6,  1897. 

Lecture  by  Charles  M.  Ballantine.      Subject,— "The  Real 
and  Mythical  King  Arthur." 

April  13,  1897. 

Lecture  by  Edward  C.   Tingley.     Subject,— "The  Palace 
of  Art." 

May  16,  1897. 

Discussion  :— "The  Literature  of  the  Victorian  Era." 
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RESOLUTIONS 


CLUB'S   ENLARQEHENT 

1.  Resolved,  —  That  at  once  the  "Mermaid  Club"  shall 
record  itself  as  being  an  institution  designed  to  continue  perpet- 
ually, and  that  as  soon  as  practicable,  application  be  made  to  se- 
cure a  charter  to  guarantee  all  legal  rights  to  the  "Mermaid  Club." 

2.  That  at  once  special  means  be  used  to  increase  the  number 
of  active  members  in  the  "Mermaid  Club." 

3.  That  at  once,  there  shall  be  started  a  fund,  to  be  called 
the  "Mermaid  Library  Fund,"  which  is  to  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  standard  works  for  the  use  of  the  Club. 

4.  That  at  once,  and  annually  thereafter,  a  committee  of 
three  be  elected,  to  be  called  the  "Permanent  Quarters  Commit- 
tee,"— and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  secure  a  room, 
— or  other  quarters  for  the  use  of  the  Club,  as  soon  as  the  Club 
shall  deem  it  desirable  and  practicable; — and  it  is  further  resolved, 
that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Club  to  freely  extend  its  privileges, — 
as  may  be  found  possible." 

Adopted  at  meeting  of  October  25,  1892. 


APPENDIX  TO  CONSTITUTION 


The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  the  "Mermaid  Club." 
Its  object  shall  be  the  "intellectual  improvement  of  its  members 
and  others."  Its  hope  is  to  increase  its  membership,  and  augment 
the  field  of  its  work.  Its  design  is,  that  by  a  perpetual  succession, 
it  may  continue  indefinitely. 

There  shall  be  a  Permanent  Quarters  Committee,  which  shall 
consist  of  the  President,  ex-officio,  and  three  members  of  the  Club. 
The  power  and  duties  of  this  committee  shall  be  as  follows  : — 

a.  To  prepare,  and  secure  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  charter, 
which  shall  guarantee  to  the  Club,  its  legal  rights . 

b.  To  secure  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  room,  which  shall  be 
used  as  a  meeting  place,  and  as  a  headquarters  for  the 
Club. 

c.  To  secure  when  the  means  of  the  Club  shall  warrant  it, 
and  the  action  of  the  Club  shall  approve  it, — a  Permanent 
Quarters, — which  shall  be  used  as  the  Mermaid  Club  shall 
direct. 

The  Permanent  Quarters  Committee  shall  elect  its  chairman, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  call  its  meetings,  and  direct  its  work; — 
a  Secretary  who  shall  properly  record  the  work  of  the  committee;  — 
and  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  within  the 
province  of  this  committee,  and  disbursing  them  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Club. 

The  Permanent  Quarters  Committee  shall  have  power  to  solicit 
contributions,  to  arrange  for  subscription  entertainments,  and  to 
use  every  considerate  means  to  further  the   work  of  the  commit- 
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tee, — provided  always  that  the  action  of  the  committee  shall  be 
sustained  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a 
club  meeting. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Permanent  Quarters  Committee  to 
present  a  report  to  the  Club  at  the  meeting  nearest  the  first  of 
January,  and  at  the  meeting  nearest  the  15th  of  May.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  may  present  a  report  to  the  Club  at  such  other 
times,  as  to  it,  may  seem  desirable  ; — or  when  the  sanction  of  the 
Club,  is  required  for  the  furtherance  of  its  work. 

There  shall  be  a  Library  Committee,  which  shall  consist  of 
the  President,  ex-officio,  and  three  members  of  the  Club.  The 
power  and  duties  of  the  Library  Committee,  shall  be  to  secure  in 
a  considerate  way,  books, — and  money  wherewith  to  purchase 
books, — under  the  direction  of  the  Club. 

a.  At  the  first  meeting  in  each  month,  the  Library  Commit- 
tee shall  submit  to  the  Club,  a  report  of  progress.  It  shall 
present  to  the  Club,  a  list  of  books  recommended,  and 
when  authorized  by  the  Club,  it  shall  procure  such  books 
as  may  be  directed  by  a  majority  vote  at  a  Club  meeting. 

b.  The  Library  Committee  shall  have  charge  of,  and  shall 
correctly  catalogue  all  books  belonging  to  the  Mermaid 
Club.  The  depository  for  books,  shall  be  as  designated 
by  a  majority  vote,  at  a  Club  meeting. 

The  Library  Committee  shall  elect  its  chairman,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  call  its  meetings,  and  direct  its  work;  a  Secretary, 
who  shall  properly  record  the  work  of  the  committee;  and  a  Treas- 
urer, who  shall  have  charge  of  all  moneys  within  the  province  of 
this  committee,  and  disbursing  them  under  the  direction  of  the 
Club. 

Members  of  the  Permanent  Quarters  Committee,  and  Library 
Committee, — shall  be  elected,  as  provided  by  article  V,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Club. 

Adopted  at  Meeting  of  January  24->  1893. 


Index  to  The  Mermaid   Inns. 


THE    ODE 

to  the  Mermaid  Club : — 

Written  and  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  its  Anniversary, — May  17,  i878 

PROLOGUE. 

Far  in  the  mist  of  ages, 

Fossil  laid  in  the  rock  of  the  past, 
Sweetly  sung  in  the  songs  of  sages, 

Upturned  to  light  at  last, — 
It  lies  uncovered,  before  us, 

To  the  curious  modern  sight, 
Like  the  bones  of  an  Ichthyosaurus, 

In  nineteenth  century  light, 
This  strange  and  wondrous  story;— 

How  Arthur  in  days  of  yore, 
In  the  dimly  mystical  glory, 

The  crown  of  the  Britons  wore. 
He  rose,  for  the  people  striving; 

He  founded  the  ' 'Table  Round;" 
The  sceptre  from  Heathen  Riving 

He  cast  them  as  slaves  to  the  ground. 
The  light  of  Excalibur  gleaming 

Drove  the  Demon  of  Darkness  afar, 
Dispelling  the  cloud  bearing  seeming 

Till  Truth  shone,  dawn  girt  as  a  star. 
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INVOCATION. 

Coine  then,  my  muse,  from  thine  enshrined  height, 

Enskyed  Parnassus  with  its  silvern  rills, 

And  breathe  into  my  soul  with  raptured  thrill 

Thoughts  worthy  of  my  theme; 

Calliope,  set  man  a  tremble  at  thy  shrill  trump's  blare, 

Rouse  with  a  modern  lay  the  inert  world,    . 

Sing  in  the  strains  that  sound  in  Homer's  Song, 

Of  living  knight-hood;  glorious  in  the  might 

Of  no  mere  plough-man's  abarticulation; 

Strong  in  the  cultured  spirits'  dominance; — 

Traversing  earth  in  no  quixotic  quest, 

But,  in  the  armor  of  the  poet  dight, 

And  by  the  gleaming  of  a  ghostly  steel, 

Flashing  through  night-thralled  earth, 

A  sovereign  ray. 


ODE. 

Ho, — for  the  living  knighthood  true  ! 

Ho, — bid  the  trumpet  sound  ! 
As  book  in  hand,  a  gallant  band 

They  crowd  the  table  round. 
They  come  from  ball-vexed  High  Street, 

Where,  on  the  grassy  sward, 
Lo,  the  poor  Indian  swipes  his  bat, 

Or  stands  upon  his  guard. 
They  come  from  wild  Pastorius  ; 

Car-haunted  Price's  Lane, 
Whence  the  Great  William  sallies  forth 

Girt  with  his  mighty  cane. 
From  mansions  on  the  Appian  way, 

Where  the  Great  Bell  still  tolls 
The  Hours,  as  o'er  the  Belgian  block 

The  noise  of  traffic  rolls. 
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From  storied  groves  of  Johnson's  Lane, 

"Where  Washington  the  Bold 
Led  Freedom's  Sons  on  British  Guns 

In  the  brave  days  of  old. 
There  Kirk,  the  wild-eyed  Poet, 

With  fadeless  Laurel  crowned, 
Strikes  his  loud  Lyre  with  ancient  fire 

In  that  great  Table-Round. 
There  punctual  Edwin  Jellett, 

Whom  rains  nor  storms  abash, 
And  there  the  sweet- voiced  Middleton 

Fondles  his  frail  mustache. 
There  L.  Dorr  Schaeffer  should  be  seen, 

And  Levis,  great  in  song; 
But  there  alas  !  too  seldom  far 

They  mingle  with  the  throng. 
0  Fates,  be  more  propitious, 

And  guide  their  steps  aright, 
And  send  those  Knights  among  us  now 

On  every  meeting  night. 
There  too  the  dark-browed  Thomas, 

The  Banjo  of  the  North, 
Himself  a  Host  is  at  his  post, 

When  business  lets  him  forth. 
There  Murphy's  manly  form  is  seen, 

And  well  ye  know,  I  wot, 
Kow  he  kept  "Webster's  unabridged," 

When  wordy  war  waxed  hot. 
And  Sergeant,  favored  of  the  fair; 

His  dress  without  a  smirch; 
His  neckties  glare,  when  ere  so  ere 

He  walks  "A-Long"  from  church. 
Lo  :  spectacles  upon  his  nose 

The  deep  voiced  Robert  comes; 
Holmes,  Holmes,  sweet,  sweet  Holmes — 

To  roll  forth  Shakespeare's  mighty  lines- 
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There's  nobody  like  Holmes. 

And  she  who  standing  from  the  throng 
Our  Knighthood  doth  inspire, 

Who  bade  it  live,  and  still  doth  give 
The  true  chivalric  fire; 

To  her,  whom  my  once  daring  muse, 
Dares  not  more  boldly  greet, 

Comes  each  true  Knight,  all  fame  aright, 
Lays  humbly  at  her  feet. 

Of  such  is  made  the  company, 

Such  make  the  Table-Round, 
And  in  their  hand  the  living  brand 

Excalibur  is  found. 
When  time  that  changes  orders  old, 

And  giveth  orders  new, — 
When  time,  the  great  destroyer 

Shall  change  our  orders  too, — 
When  last  of  all  shall  stand  alone, 

Some  bold  Sir  Bedivere, 
Whose  hand  shall  fling  Excalibur 

Far  in  the  middle  mere  ; — 
Lo,  then  shall  rise  some  mystic  arm 

In  mystic  samite  white, 
Some  younger  hand  shall  catch  the  brand 

Which  we  have  kept  so  bright; 
Some  younger  hand  shall  then  receive 

And  keep  without  a  stain, 
In  some  cool  glade,  that  glittering  blade, 

Till  Arthur  come  again. 
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"  The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1879. 

"The  Mermaid  Inn" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"The  Raving" Charles  E.  Pancoast 

"Superstition" •    '  Robert  J.  Holmes 

"Literature  : — Its  Appreciation" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"The  Advantages  of  a  Good  Education"    .    .  Oscar  N.  Middleton 
"Scenes  at  the  Water  Department"  .    .       .    .  Stewart  A.  Jellett 
"Mermaid  Zoologically  Considered"    ....  Charles  E.  Pancoast 

"Nineteenth  Century  Light" .    .  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Scintillations" The  Editors 


"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1880. 

"Literary  Societies" Stewart  A.  Jellett 

"Shams" Oscar  N.  Middleton 

"Arms"     Guilliam  A.  Wells 

"Ambition"     Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Failure" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"DeUmbris" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Concerning  Puns" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Scintillations" The  Editors 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1881. 

"Editorial" The  Editors 

"In  the  Dental  Chair" William  T.  Murphy 

"Fame" Stewart  A.  Jellett 

"Music" Guilliam  A.  Wells 

"Contentment" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Virginia"  (On  the  picture  by  Carl  von  .    .   .  Henry  S.  Pancoast 
Bodenhauser) 

"Chaptal"     George  Storey 

"Re-Reading  Books" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"The  Oracles  of  the  Stars" Oscar  N.  Middleton 

"May-Day  Among  the  Poets'' Agnes  M.  Lambdin 

"Science" John  Warren 

"Nature's  Voices" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"In  the  Old  Book  Stores" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Secretary's  Report" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Scintillations  : —      The  Editors 

"The  Circus" "        " 

"L'Envoi" "        " 

"Miscellaneous"     "        " 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1882. 

"Editorial" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"A  History  of  the  Club" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Echoes  of  Dream-Lore" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Aestheticism" Stewart  A.  Jellett 

"Thoughts  in  Silent  Places" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Secretary's  Report" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Scintillations  : — The  Editors 

"The  President" " 

"Puns" "        " 

"Probabilities" " 

"Translations  from  Ossian"  .    .      "        " 

"Boars" "        " 

"Miscellaneous" "        " 


"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1883. 

"Editorial" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"The  Deserted  School-House" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"The  Modern  Age" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Duels" Julius  0.  Fender 

"Secretary's  Report" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

Scintillations  :— The  Editors 

"Literary  Frivolities"  .    .   .    .   .    "        " 

"The  Undiscoverable  Shriek,  or 

the  Snow-drop  of  the  Bar-Room"  "        " 

"Advertisements" "        " 

"L.'Envoi" " 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1884. 

"Editorial" The  Editors 

"Memories" Stewart  A.  Jellett 

"Anchored" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Shakespeare  and  the  Modern  Stage"     .   .   .  Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Secretary's  Report" Charles  F.  Butler 

Scintillations  :   — The  Editors 

"The  Mermaid  In  (n)  complete"  "        " 

"Letter  Writer" " 

"Notes  and  Queries"     "        " 

"Stock  Quotations" "        " 

"The  Sirens" " 
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'Miscellaneous" 


"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1885. 


"Editorial" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Ye  Old  Time  Book  Lover,  vs.  The  Modern 

Collector"     John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Courage" Frederick  M.  Rogers 

"The  Story  of  a  Celestia  Barn" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Secretary's  Report  " Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 

"Secretary's  Report, — Mermaid  Juniors"  .    .  G.  Elwood  Wagner 

Scintillations  :— The  Editors 

"  'Tis  a  Fact" " 

"Together" " 

"Street  Cleaners"    .  • "        " 

"To-morrow" "        " 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn.': 
1886. 


"Editorial" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Travelling  in  Pennsylvania" William  T.  Murphy 

"Our  Village" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"Secretary's  Report" Frederick  M.  Rogers 

Secretary's  Report  : — Mermaid   Juniors"  .  Lorenzo  L.  Bland 

Scintillations  : — The  Editors 

"The  Cruise  of  the  Groveller"   .    " 

"At  the  Mermaid" "        " 

"The  Centipede" Charles  E.  Pancoast 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1887. 


"Editorial" • The  Editors 

"Fools"     Stewart  A.  Jellett 

"The  Pioneer" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"The  Celebration"     Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Secretary's  Report" Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 

"Secretary's  Report, — Mermaid  Juniors"  .    .  Charles  F.  Cochrane 

Round  the  Fire  :      The  Editors 

"To  a  Certain  High  Official"  .    .    " 
"Mr.  Arnold's  Criticisms"  ..."        " 

"Their  Picture"     Henry  S.  Pancoast 

'Vale" Henry  S.  Pancoast 
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"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1888. 

"Editorial" The  Editors 

"Culvers  and  Vicinity" Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr. 

"Libraries,— Eeal  and  Unreal" John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

"A  Reverie" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"Secretary's  Report" Roland  L.  Taylor 

"Secretary's  Report,— Mermaid  Juniors"  .    .  James  Akins 

Scintillations  :— The  Editors 

"The  Learned  Brahmin"    ..."        " 
"The  Elevation  of  the  Masses"  .    " 
"In  Absence" "        " 


"The  Mermaid  Inn." 
1896. 

"Editorial" Dr.  I.  P.  Willits 

"Caius  Julius  Caesar" Frank  B.  Greene 

"Shakespeare's  Cassius" Henry  S.  Pancoast 

"Shakespeare's  Brutus" Edwin  C.  Jellett 

"The  Character  of  Virgilia" Spencer  P.  Hazard 

"The  Causes  of  Success  and  Failure  in    .   .   . 

Shakespeare's  Plays"   .  Dr.  I.  P.  Willits 
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"VALE  " 

"The  end  ! " —  we  write  this  down  on  the  page, 

And  the  busy  hand  moves  slow, 
Two  little  words,  and  the  book  is  done, 

And  the  years  are  gone, — let  them  go. 
Life  is  beginning  and  ending,  Friends, — 

Life  is  a  smile,  and  a  sigh, — 
Life  is  to-day,  and  to-morrow,  Friends, — 

But  life  is  the  day  gone  by. 

Good  night !  — and  hand  is  clasped  in  hand, 

As  we  think  of  the  nights  now  past, 
All  that  was  thought,  and  said,  and  done, 

From  the  first  night,  down  to  the  last. 
Life  is  a  meeting,  and  parting,  Friends, — 

Life  is  a  smile,  and  a  sigh, 
Life  is  to-day,  and  to-morrow,  Friends, — 

But  life  is  the  day  gone  by. 

Ah! — how  they  live  those  hours  long  dead, 

The  laughter  and  jest  now  o'er, 
Shakespeare,  and  Bacon,  and  rare  old  Ben, 

To  the  "Mermaid,"  came  back  once  more. 
Life  is  a  finding,  and  losing,  Friends, — 

Life  is  a  smile,  and  a  sigh, 
Life  is  to-day,  and  to-morrow  Friends, — 

But  life  is  the  day  gone  by. 

Courage  !  and  turn  your  face  from  the  past, — 

The  book  is  done,  put  it  by, — 
If  the  old,  old,  year  is  over  and  gone, 

The  new,  new,  year  is  nigh. 
Life  is  beginning,  and  ending,  Friends, — 

Life  is  a  smile,  and  a  sigh, 
Here's  to  to-day,  and  to-morrow,  Friends, — 

But  here's  to  the  day  gone  by. 

Henry  S.  Pancoast, 

"Tfu  Mermaid  Inn,"  issi 


List  of  Officers  and  Standing  Committees. 


1892-1893 

President, Edwin  C.  Jellett. 

Vice-President, Roland  L.  Tayloe. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, Leonaed  Tapley. 

Executive  Committee 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  John  J.  Kirk,  Jr. 

1893-1894 

President, Edwin  C.  Jellett. 

Vice-President, William  Whitby. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer, Henry  Reed  Robins. 

Executive  Committee 

Edwin  C.   Jellett,    Henry  S.  Pancoast,    John  F.   Kirk,   Jr. 
William  T.  Murphy  to  succeed  John  F.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Permanent  Quarters  Committee 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,    William  T.  Murphy, 
Stewart  A.  Jellett.    William  Whitby  to  succeed  Stewart  A.  Jellett. 

Library  Committee 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr.,   William  Whitby,  Spencer  P.  Hazard,  Ed- 
win C.  Jellett,  Roland  L.  Taylor. 
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1894-1895 

President, Edwin  C.  Jellett. 

Vice-President, William  Whitby. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Spencer  P.  Hazard. 

Executive  Committee 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Henry  S.  Pancoast,  William  T.  Murphy. 

Permanent  Quarters  Committee 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,   Henry  S.  Pancoast,   William  T.   Murphy, 
William  Whitby. 

Library  Committee 

Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Frank  B.  Greene,  William  Whitby,  Spencer 
P.  Hazard. 

Public  Library  Committee 

Edwin    C.   Jellett,   Henry    S.   Pancoast,    William    Whitby, 
Thomas  B.  Homer. 

1895-1896 

President, Henry  S.  Pancoast. 

Vice-President,      Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,     Spencer  P.  Hazard. 

Executive  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Frank  B.  Greene. 

Permanent  Quarters  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Charles  Lippincott,  Charles  M.  Ballantine, 
Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits. 

Library  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Frank  B.   Greene,   G.  Elwood  Wagner, 
George  Storey. 

Editors  "Mermaid  Inn" 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits,  Frank  B.  Greene. 
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1896-1897 

President, Henry  S.  Pancoast. 

Vice-President, Frank  B.  Greene. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer Edward  C.  Tingley. 

Executive  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Edwin  C.  Jellett,  Frank  B.  Greene. 

Permanent  Quarters  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  Charles  Lippincott,  Charles  M.   Ballan- 
tine,  William  Whitby. 

Library  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,  G.  Elwood  Wagner,  George  Storey,  Frank 
B.  Greene. 

Editors  "Mermaid  Inn" 

Henry  S.  Pancoast,   Dr.  I.  Pearson  Willits,  Frank  B.  Greene. 

Club  Historian 

Edwin  C.  Jellett. 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  MERMAID  CLUB 
From  its  Organization,   1877,  to  May  25,  1897 


ACTIVE  nEflBERS 

NAME.                                                                                         ELECTED.  RESIGNED. 

Charles  F.  Butler 11,    7,  '82  *  5,  31,  '89 

Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr 4,    1,  '84  jlO,  28,  '90 

John  Black 3,  20,  '82  4,  10,  '82 

B.  Franklin  Burgoyne 3,  13,  '82  1,  15,  '84 

John  Bogan 4,  28,  '85  9,  28,  '86 

Charles  M.  Ballantine     .   .  ...    3,  14,  '87  

David  R.  Barrows 3,  27,  '94  

Joseph  Buzby 2,    6,  '94  

Frank  R.  Brown 4,  27,  '97  

Charles  F.  Chase 11,  29,  '80  f  4,  18,  '81 

George  Clayton 10,    4,  '80  1,  10,  '87 

Alfred  Cupitt 1,    2,  '83  f  9,  28,  '86 

Wilburt  Carman 4,  21,  '85  11,  16,  '85 

James  M.  Corse 10,  20,  '85  t  3,  28,  '87 

Charles  F.  Cochrane 1,    3,  '93  1,  28,  '96 

Harry  S.  Dorriss 5,    7,  '89  10,  20,  '91 

Benedict  Darlington 1,  19,  '97  

Charles  O.  Frazer 10,  12,  '77  f  9,  30,  '78 

Julius  0.  Fender 3,  20,  '82  |10,  28,  '90 

George  Fender   .    .  • 11,  21, '93  3,    5, '95 

Frank  B.  Greene 2,  20,  '94  

(56) 
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NAME.                                                                            ELECTED.  RESIGNED, 

John  Gibson 1,  12,  '97  

Charles  D.  Gibson 2,    2,  '97  

Robert  J.  Holmes 2,  11,  '78  5,  9,  '81 

Spencer  P.  Hazard 11,    8,  '92  

Thomas  B.  Homer 11,  21,  '93  {10,    8,  '93 

Dr.  Joseph  Head 2,  20,  '94  10,  22,  '95 

Edwin  C.  Jellett 10,  19,  '77  

Stewart  A.  Jellett 2,  12, '79  1,    3, '93 

John  F.  Kirk,  Jr 10,  12,  '77  {10     3,  '93 

Joseph  H.  KerliDger 12,  18,  '94  }  1,  15,  '95 

Matthias  C.  Kenworthy 10,  10,  '81  *11,  26,  '81 

Charles  M.  Levis 10, 12, '77  {  9,  30,  '79 

Joseph  R.  Lees 12,    1,  '91  t  2,  19,  '95 

Charles  Lippincott 2,  27,  '94  

Dr.  Oliver  P.  Lund 11,  10,  '96  

William  T.  Murphy 10,  12,  '77  

Oscar  N.  Middleton ,  10,  19,  '77  {12,    5,  '82 

Joseph  S.  Mercer 11,  27,  '94  {10,    8,  '95 

Charles  E.  Pancoast 10,  12, '77  {10,    3, '82 

Henry  S.  Pancoast 10,  12,  '77  

C.  Pemberton  Pleasants 11,  18,  '78  9,  30,  '79 

John  Perot 10,    3,  '81  f  9,  25,  '83 

Irving  B.  Parmalee 10,  22,  '95  12,    1,  '96 

John  Rider 10,    4,  '80  10,    3,  '81 

Frederick  M.  Rogers 11,  27,  '83  {  1,  17,  '87 

Robert  H.  Russell 10,  20,  '85  12,  28,  '85 

Abram  B.  Ross 9,  30,  '85  f  3,    4,  '90 

Ralph  R.  Ramsdell 2,  11,  '90  {  2,    7,  '93 

Henry  Reed  Robins 12,    6,  '92  {1,  29,  '95 

William  Sergeant 10,  12,  '77  12,  28,  '77 

L.  Dorr  Schaffer 12,    7,  '77  {12,  28,  '77 

r,           o,                                                    f   2,  12,  '79  10,  18,  '86 

George  Storey {ll^l,^  — 

Joseph  Skilton 2,    6,  '94  1,    5,  '97 

J.  Fred.  Thomas 10,  12,  '77  {9,  30,  '79 
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NAME.                                                                                ELECTED.  RESIGNED. 

William  Tyndale •  11,  14,  '82       ■  J10,    4, '92 

Roland  L.  Taylor 10,  20,  '85  10,  15,  '95 

Leonard  Tapley 2,  10,  '91  J10,  24,  '93 

Edward  C.  Tingley 11,  12,  '95  

Guilliam  A.  Wells 10,  21,  '78  fH,  14,  '82 

John  Warren 2,  28, '81  10,    3, '81 

Samuel  R.  Warren 2,    6,  '94  J  2,  19,  '95 

William  Whitby 3,    4,  '90  

Dr.  I.   Pearson  Willits 11,  21,  '93  

John  Welsh  Young 12,    6,  '87  10,    2,  '88 

G.  El  wood  Wagner 5,  29,  '94  


ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

Henry  L.  Butler,  Jr.    ...  • 10,  28,  '90 

Alfred  Cupitt %  2,    7,  '93 

Charles  F.  Chase J  2,    7,  '93 

James  M.  Corse j  2,    7,  '93 

Charles    O.   Frazer J  2,    7,  '93 

Julius  O.   Fender 10,  28,  '90 

Thomas  B.  Homer 10,    8,  '95 

John  Foster  Kirk,  Jr 10,    3,  '93 

Joseph  H.  Kerlinger 1,  15,  '95 

Charles  M.  Levis 2,    7,  '93 

Joseph  R.  Lees 2,  19,  '95 

Oscar  N.  Middleton J  2,    7,  '93 

Joseph  S.  Mercer 10,    8,  '95 

Charles  E.  Pancoast %  2,    7,  '93 

John  Perot J  2,    7,  '93 

Frederick  M.  Rogers 2,    7,  '93 

Ralph  R.  Ramsdell 2,    7,  '93 

Abram  B.  Ross %  2,    7,  '93 

Henry  Reed  Robins 1,  29,  '95 
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NAME.  ELECTED. 

L.  Dorr  Schaffer    . 2,    7,  '93 

William  Tyndale 10,    4,  '92 

J.  Fred.  Thomas 2,    7,  '93 

Leonard  Tapley    .   .   .   •   • 10,  24,  '93 

Guilliam  A.   Wells J  2,    7,  '93 

Samuel  R.  Warren 2,  19,  '95 


RESIGNED. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 


Miss  M.  E.  L.  Beitler 2 

Mr.  Henry  Hobart  Brown 2 

Mr.  Henry  L.  Butler 5 

Mrs.  Henry  L.  Butler 5 

Mrs.  Charles  M.  Ballantine 5 

Mrs.  Samuel  Chew 2 

Rev.  William  Ely 1 

Prof.  A.  Estoclet 2 

Miss  Margaret  S.  Grider 2 

Miss  Elizabeth  Gilpin 2 

Miss  Harriet  Head 2 

Horace  Howard  Furness,  LL.D.    ...    2 

Prof.  Henry  Hanby  Hay 3 

Henry  Hartshorne,  M.  D.,   LL.D.  ...  12 

John  Foster  Kirk,   LL.D 2 

Mrs.  John  Foster  Kirk 5 

Mr.  William  H    Kirk 4 

Rev.  Joseph  Kidder 4 

Miss  Elizabeth  Klett 5 

Miss  Agnes  M.  Lambdin 10 

Miss  Helen  T.  Longstreth 12 

Prof.  Henry  Carvill  Lewis 10 

Rev.  John  K.  Murphy,  D.  D 1 

Mrs.  William  T.  Murphy 2 


,    7,  '93 

,    7,  '93 

,  30,  '93 

,  30,  '93 

,  18,  '97 

,    6,  '94 

,  15,  '84 

,    7,  '93 

,    7,  '93 

,    7,  '93 

,    6,  '94 

,    6,  '94 

,  20,  '94 

,  18, '94 

*  2,  10,  '97 

,  21,  '81 

,    1,  '94 

,    1,  '79 

,  20,  '80 

,    8,  '82 

,  12,  '77 

,  11,  '83 

,  12,  '77 

*  7,  21,  '88 

,    8,  '79 

,    7,  '93 
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NAME.  ELECTED.  RESIGNED. 

N.  Dubois  Miller,  Esq 2,    7,  '93 

Mr.  Harrison  S.  Morris 2,    7,  '93 

Miss  Elizabeth  B.  Murphy 2,  20,  '94 

Prof.  1  nomas  Meehan 5,    1,  <94 

Charles  S.   Pancoast,  Esq 4,  20,  '80         *12,  11,  '85 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Pancoast 11,  21,  '81  *10,    6,  '86 

Miss  Mary  E.  Pancoast 4,  18,  '81 

Miss  Martha  M.  Pancoast 4,  18,  '81 

Mrs.  John  Perot 2,    7,  '93 

Mrs.  A.  L.  Kandolph 2,    6,  '94 

Miss  E.  W.  Eobins 2,  20,  '94 

Mrs.  William  L.  Schaffer 5,    8,  '88 

Mr.  John  Stewardson 2,    7,  '93         *  1,    6,  '96 

Prof.  Spencer  Trotter 2,    7,  '93 

Mrs.  William  Tyndale 5,    1,  '94 

Mr.  Herbert    Welsh 5,  25,  '80 

Mrs.  William  Whitby 2,    7,  '93 

Mr.  W.  Beaumont  Whitney 2,    7,  '93 

Mr.  Francis  Howard  Williams    ....  2,    7,  '93 

Albert  B.  Weimer,  Esq 2,    7,  '93 

Mrs.  I.  Pearson  Willits 5,  19,  '96 

*  Died.       —  Continue  active.       t  Transferred  to  associate  list. 
t  Transferred  to  Honorary  list. 
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JUNIOR  ORGANIZATION 


NAME.  ELECTED. 

James  Akins 10,    4,  '87 

Lorenzo  L.  Bland     .   .   .  * 10,  10,  '84 

John  Best 10,  10,  '84 

Albert  E,  Bacon 10,  12,  '86 

Charles  F.  Cochrane 10,  10,  '84 

George  W.  Cochrane 10,  31,  '87 

George   Fender 11,    7,  '87 

Jacob  Gundlach 10,  10,  '84 

Louis  Hoser 10,  10,  '84 

Martin  Richardson 10,  10,  '84 

Russell  Swift 10,  13,  '85 

Ernest  Wray 10,  10,  '84 

G.  Elwood  Wagner 10,  10,  '84 


RESIGNED. 

10, 

1,  '89 

4, 

2,  '88 

10, 

1,  '89 

10, 

4,  '87 

10, 

1,  '89 

10, 

1,  '89 

10, 

1,  '89 

4, 

2, '88 

10, 

1,  '89 

3, 

16,  '86 

11, 

30,  '86 

2, 

6,  '85 

10, 

1,  '89 
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MEMBERSHIP 


7ear 

Season 

X umber  of 

Active 
Members 

Number  of 

Associate 

Members 

Number  of 

Honorary 

Members 

16 

1892-93 

12 

17 

20 

17 

1893-94 

21 

19 

39 

18 

1894-95 

20 

23 

41 

19 

1895-96 

16 

25 

41 

20 

1896-97 

19 
1892- 

25 
-1897 

42 

Total 
Membership 

49 
79 
84 
82 
86 


ATTENDANCE  AT  MEETINGS 


Year 

Season 

Number  of 

Active 

Members 

Number  of 

Meetings 

held 

Number       Percentage  of 
Present  at     Attendance  at 
Meetings            Meetings 

16 

1892-93 

12 

36 

288 

.67 

17 

1893-94 

21 

34 

322 

.45 

18 

1894-95 

20 

35 

315 

.45 

19 

1895-96 

16 

36 

353 

.61 

20 

1896-97 

19 

35 

362 

.54 

1892- 

-1897 

4-7 

UMMARY  OF  WORK 

Year 

Season 

Works 

Read 

Debates      Private         Public       Members' 
Receptions    Receptions    Lectures 

General 
Discussions 

16 

1892-93 

3 

— 

3 

1 

11 

2 

17 

1893-94 

7 

— 

— 

4 

7 

1 

18 

1894-95 

36 

— 

— 

3 

4 

1 

19 

1895-96 

6 

4 

— 

1 

6 

4 

20 

1896-97 

39 

3 

1 

— 

5 

4 
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